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Volunteers keep us growing!        

                       
    Tim Prescott 

                                   WVBG President 
 

Last Saturday afternoon my wife and I stopped by the West Virginia Botanic Garden entrance to admire 
the newly planted flowers.  The monthly WVBG work day had taken place that morning, and our 
volunteers had planted a colorful variety of flowers.  As we strolled around the Eclectic Garden and the 
other beds, Bob Taylor, a WVBG neighbor and volunteer extraordinaire, was working up a good sweat 
cutting the grass.  We got back in the car and were just about to pull out of the lot when Bob shut down 
the mower and hustled over to the car.  

“You know there’s a lot more to see here than just the front gardens!  One of the great things about 
being a volunteer here is that I get to tell people how wonderful this place is!” he said between breaths.  
We had a good laugh when I introduced myself and told him I’d been to the Garden a time or two.  I 
thanked him for his loyalty and for keeping our entrance so well-groomed.  

What’s wonderful about this story is how it exemplifies the passion and commitment our volunteers 
have for the WVBG.  Bob Taylor cares enough that he hauls his lawn care equipment to the Garden as 
often as needed to keep a shine on the place.  And he still has the enthusiasm to promote this place to a 
stranger.  Hundreds of volunteers have given their time and energy over the years for projects big and 
small.  Each has made a valuable contribution to a community resource that is bigger than any one 
individual.  

Summer is our busy volunteer season.  Gardens need maintenance; the 
grass needs mowing; the Garden Tour takes huge effort; our 
educational walks and workshops need proctoring; and so many more 
jobs (small and large) need attention.  We are glad to have Erin Himmel 
marshalling our forces as our staff Volunteer Coordinator.  And we’re 
especially glad to have volunteers who put their hearts into making a 
difference.  
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 George Longenecker 

You are the lifeblood of the WVBG 

George Longenecker, Executive Director 
We have been blessed with many volunteers this spring. 
Clean-up from devastating winter storm damage required 
an inordinate amount of time and toil from a variety of 
our volunteers.  This effort alone occupied the first two of 
our monthly Volunteer Work Days.  The trails are now 
clean, passable and clearly marked. 

We were additionally blessed with Waynesburg 
University students, who, along with their instructor Janet 
Paladino, helped clean beds in the Eclectic Garden, 
participated in trail clean-up, prepared the Butterfly 
Garden for spring and planted a donated collection of 
daylilies in the terraced area behind the shade house.  
Two of these students were especially helpful when it 
came time to load and to unload sections of the boardwalk 
made by MTEC students.  

The Boy Scouts, through their Eagle Scout candidates, 
have completed 14 projects over the years. These young 
men and the crews that they organize are vital to our 
growth and development.  The latest project was 
completed this past December by Chris Mathews.  He and 
his assistants terraced and added compost to the service 
area beds where the daylilies now reside.  Two more 
Eagle Scout projects are in the planning stages. 

Our May Volunteer Day saw a large crew planting 
annuals in the front flowerbeds, in the Butterfly Garden 
and in the Meadow Bed.  The rock wall in the lower 
parking lot was cleaned of winter debris and some 
Portulacas were planted; they are now blooming.  When 
you notice new things at the Garden, chances are that they 
are the result of many volunteers’ efforts.  We thank all of 
them for their continuing dedication! 
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MTEC and 
Waynesburg 
University students 
are loading the 
boardwalk sections. 

Photo: G.W. Longenecker 
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The The The The ‘Gardens of the Mon’‘Gardens of the Mon’‘Gardens of the Mon’‘Gardens of the Mon’    ttttour is June 26, 2010our is June 26, 2010our is June 26, 2010our is June 26, 2010    
The popular "Gardens of the Mon" tour of private gardens will take place this summer 
at 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Saturday, June 26.  Eight lovely gardens (primarily in the 
Hopecrest area of Morgantown) will be featured.  Again the gardens have been chosen 
so that visitors can easy walk between most of them.  There will be lots of outdoor 
living spaces ideas from intimate flower-filled hillsides to a pool-side retreat with a 
Caribbean feeling.  Tickets are $10 in advance (through June 25) and $15on tour day, 
June 26.  Buy early and save!  You can also purchase tickets by stopping by the 
Botanic Garden between 1-4 p.m. any Sunday afternoon prior to the tour.  The WVBG 
host in the lower parking lot will be delighted to sell you some tickets!  Tickets will be 
available by June 1 at the following locations: 

Galloway Florist, Gifts & Furnishings* 57 Don Knotts Blvd.     Morgantown  

Garden Creations*               1719 Mileground Rd.        Morgantown   

Greater Morgantown Convention &Visitors Bureau  68 Donley St.         Morgantown   

Hillside Florist and Greenhouse* Corner Grafton & Goshen Rd                 Morgantown   

Mt. Zion Nursery*   Rt. 8,  Box 131                   Fairmont  

Tatham’s Garden Center*  Rt. 92                     Reedsville  

WVU County Extension Office 26 Commerce Dr.                  Westover 

*Open on June 26 

As usual a Plant Sale at one of the Garden Tour sites will let you make some beautiful selections to enhance your 
own garden!  You can also purchase souvenir T-shirts (even kids’ sizes), mugs, note cards featuring scenes of the 
West Virginia Botanic Garden and other gift items to savor the experience long after the event.  Look for some 
other surprises June 26.  That week please check the www.wvbg.org or The Dominion Post for starting locations. 

‘Green Gathering at the Garden’ succeeded in spite of the weather 

Ignoring the howling wind, approximately 150 hearty souls braved the elements to visit the Green Gathering at 
the Garden May 8.  Ten community partners provided information and sustainable living activities. Thanks to the 
Community Coalition for Social Justice, Friends of Decker’s Creek, Greenscapes, LLC, Megan Nedzinski 
Architecture, Monongahela Group of the Sierra Club, Monongalia County Master Gardeners, Monongalia County 
Solid Waste Authority, Morgantown Utility Board, Our Studio, and the WVU Division of Forestry and Natural 
Resources Natural History Museum/WVU Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Design 
Environmental Research Center for being there.  Youngsters of all ages enjoyed Jim and Ann Anderson’s wetland 
and amphibian walk.  Erin Himmel's Sustainability Tip Trail led visitors to 13 “green” ideas.  The lovely colors at 
the plant sale brightened the festival.  Thanks to all the dedicated volunteers who gave much time and effort to 
creating a successful festival.  
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Student partners are essential to our growth 

Both on-site and off, high schoolers through graduate school students have made significant contributions to the 
West Virginia Botanic Garden.  In just the past 9 months, students have worked with us on at least 10 different 
projects.  Many, but not all, of the student volunteers have come to us through West Virginia University's Center 
for Civic Engagement.  We very much appreciate all of the valuable work that has been accomplished by these 
energetic, bright and willing students.  Below are some of the contributions made by our student partners: 

Boardwalk deck section construction 

The first step in construction of our boardwalk through a wetland at the 
Garden was completed by students at the Monongalia County Technical 
Education Center (MTEC).  Under the leadership of Charles ("Dusty") 
Rhodes, these young men built 13 sections (4'x8' and 6'x8') that will be 
used as the decking for the walkway.  Many thanks to these industrious 
students for their part in bringing this new enhancement to the Garden!  

Wetland Interpretive Signs 

As part of their coursework in the Non-personal Interpretation class, WVU graduate students Rogelio Andrada, 
CJ Belknap, Teri Chuprinko, Jessie Meybin, Maddy Hoden, Kyle Olcott and Dan Servian designed interpretive 
signs for the wetland boardwalk.  With guidance from Erin Himmel and instructor Dr. David Smaldone, each 
student created a sign interpreting an aspect of the wetland.  Their work followed the general theme “wetlands are 
valuable and worth protecting.”  The creativity of these students will be put to use as we design the final signs for 
installation along the boardwalk.  Many thanks to Dr. Smaldone’s class for great ideas and inspiration! 

History Research 

Molly Wilson, a Women’s Studies and Philosophy major at WVU, spent the spring semester researching the 
history of the WVBG site.  Molly joined a team of interested folks, including history experts Barb Howe and 
Michael Caplinger, on a quest to find answers.  Countless hours searching through county records, photographs, 
microfilm and many other sources in the West Virginia section of the WVU Library have provided some 
interesting stories about people who lived in the area.  We look forward to continuing this quest and to sharing 
this fascinating history with the public soon in a new WVBG brochure.  Thanks, Molly!  

Volunteer Hour Documentation 

Meghan Powers, a Women’s Studies and Political Science major at WVU, assisted the WVBG with the important 
task of tabulating and analyzing on-site 2009 volunteer hours.  We now know that more than 100 volunteers 
contributed about 645 volunteer hours last year on 22 different projects.  Having these records easily accessible 
and analyzed in several ways will assist us in future planning, fund raising and, most importantly, volunteer 
recognition.  Thanks, Meghan! 

On-Site Assistance 

Students from Waynesburg University gave much-needed assistance to George Longenecker this semester.  They 
performed a variety of site work, including planting daylilies and helping to unload the heavy boardwalk deck 
sections that were built by MTEC students.  George was especially grateful that they appeared at critical times 
when help was really needed.  Thanks to Professor Janet Paladino for coordinating volunteer efforts and to all 
who volunteered their labor! (See Page 2.)    
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Our MTEC construction crew 
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Publicity 

Have you seen our new volunteer brochure?  If so, you can appreciate the excellent work that Jerome (Jay) 
Murphy and Jackie Barron contributed to this publication.  As part of their Multidisciplinary Studies capstone 
project at WVU, Jay and Jackie assisted with the design of both our volunteer brochure and our new rack card.  
The students wrote some of the text and even contributed a photo for the face of the rack card.  Thanks, Jay and 
Jackie, for your ideas, vision, enthusiasm and hard work on these projects!  Look soon for the rack card at 
visitor’s centers and other locations around town! 

Grant Research 

Multidisciplinary Studies major Ryan Diandrea spent more than 90 hours researching grant opportunities for 
which the WVBG might qualify.  He located foundations and granting agencies that may help fund education and 
environmental programs, that could document plant collection information and that would provide the WVBG 
assistance in enhancing our community. Thank you, Ryan! 

Marketing 

WVU College of Business MBA students Eric Arnold, Dachaphol Balankura, Asel Connolly and Rachel 
Issenberg looked at the WVBG's strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to clarify how demographics, 
competitors and location can affect our marketing strategy.  Their review of the current situation, target markets 
and new ideas for enhanced marketing efforts are very helpful. We appreciate your insights and suggestions! 

Healthy Plants and Activities  

As part of a Healthy People 2010 initiative, WVU Pharmacy students researched how plants and outdoor 
activities like getting exercise at the Garden can promote healthier living.  Many plants that are used as culinary 
herbs or for medicinal purposes are listed in a brochure created as part of their project.  You can get a look at 
some of these labeled plants in the new Meadow Garden.  To introduce people to these ideas and to the newly 
planted herbs, these students hosted our first educational walk in April.  Thanks to all of you! 

 

Event Planning and Participation 

Students provided welcome assistance for the Fall Children's Festival last October and to the Green Gathering at 
the Garden May 8.  At the Fall Festival Christine Odom was a great help with the crafts!  Many WVU students 
from the Center for Civic Engagement helped with food and crafts, accompanied tours, greeted visitors, put up 
signs and assisted with parking.  At the Green Gathering Meghan Powers not only led one of the crafts but 
recruited Mallory Powers and Clayton Hill to help!  Thanks to all of you! 

As you can see, the West Virginia Botanic Garden has many connections to students in the community and they 
have provided invaluable help.  Developing our Botanic Garden requires enormous effort in many directions.  The 
WVBG is extremely grateful for the extra hands and minds provided by our student partners as we move toward 
accomplishing our goals. 

WVU Pharmacy students 
are leading stretching 
exercises (left).   A Student 
points out one of the 
labeled plants. (right)  
Photo: E Hrabovsky 
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‘Natural Leaders’: Youth leads the way with nature education 

The WVBG has been awarded funding from Impact E.A.R.T.H. to start a new educational program 
called “Natural Leaders.”  These leaders will be upper elementary through high school students who 
are interested in learning more about natural history topics. After a while they will share their 
knowledge with others during some scheduled Botanic Garden activities.  Students will be provided kits 
of information, props and hands-on activities about their chosen topics.  Each kit will have a different 
area of emphasis such as “flowers” or “birds.”  Each Natural Leader will have the opportunity to study 
his/her kit and to prepare information for the public at the Fall Children’s Festival Oct. 16 and beyond.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for young people to shine as they share their new-found knowledge and 
love of Nature.  The program will begin in late August and will be led by Erin Himmel.  Parents of 
interested students may contact Erin at 304-594-0153 or Erin@wvbg.org for more information. 

☼☼☼☼☼ 

Volunteer orientation at the Garden was a success 

An enthusiastic group of more than 30 people showed up on a sunny Sunday afternoon April 11 for the 
Volunteer Orientation at the Botanic Garden.  George Longenecker, WVBG Executive Director, opened 
the program with a slide presentation highlighting volunteer contributions over the years.  Erin Himmel, 
WVBG Volunteer Coordinator and Education Director, outlined the volunteer program and described 
upcoming opportunities.  A new program is the Garden Keepers, for which volunteers serve a vital role 
in maintaining our garden beds.  Many opportunities for helping with the education program are also 
available.  Linda Bagby, WVBG Development Director, outlined the volunteer opportunities relating to 
events, grant writing, fund raising and public relations.  The orientation concluded with a guided walk 
around the reservoir basin, which gave volunteers a sense of place as well as a chance to chat and to ask 
questions.  Each attendee walked away with ideas and a brand new Volunteer Handbook.  Thanks to all 
who attended! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Erin Himmel (foreground) leads prospective volunteers on a 
tour of the Garden.  Photo:  G.W. Longenecker 
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Become a Friend!  Membership has its benefits: 
INDIVIDUAL  ($25) discounts on Logo Items (caps, shirts, etc.), periodic WVBG newsletters,                                                      
invitations to special Members Only activities, reduced prices for Special Events and special previews of 
Plant Sales 
FAMILY ($50)  the same opportunities that apply to an Individual but extended to the immediate family 
CONTRIBUTOR ($100) all of the above plus a Gift Item and Discounts at Participating Nurseries and 
Garden Centers 

 SPONSOR ($250) all of the above plus a Second Gift Item of your choice 
 PATRON ($500) all of the above plus a small group Free Private Tour of the WVBG 

BENEFACTOR ($1,000) all of the above plus a Home Garden Consultation by the WVBG Executive      
Director.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________ level and will make my check 
payable to the “West Virginia Botanic Garden.”   You may publish my name.  ___Yes   ___No 
Please send me planned giving information.  
Name _______________________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________________________ 
City___________________________________State______ ZIP Code _____________ 

Telephone______________________________E-mail __________________________ 

Thank you for your generosity!  Let us know if you would like to save paper and receive the newsletter in 
electronic form. 

"-------------------------------------------------------------------"-------------------------------------------------------------- "     

Reminder:  Receive a free BH&G subscription until June 15, 2010     
 

Join or renew your membership in the Friends of the WV Botanic Garden by June 15, 2010 to receive a FREE 
one-year subscription to Better Homes and Gardens magazine!  Send a $25 or larger check (made out to the 
WVBG) for a new annual membership or renewal during this special offer period (March 15 through June 15, 
2010), and you will be added to or retained on our Friends of the WVBG list.  If you already subscribe to BH&G, 
your subscription will be extended.  Join or renew today!  Please use the membership form on this page.  Any 
questions?  Call Emilie Johnson at 304-599-2049 or e-mail johnson-w-r@att.net. 

 

***** 

The Fall Children’s Festival is coming back Oct. 16 

Enthusiastic response to the 2009 Fall Children’s Festival demanded that we do it 
again.  So mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 16.  You can spruce up the Fairy 
Garden with new houses for the wood folk.  There will be lots of craft opportunities 
and, of course, refreshments, including those wonderful pumpkin cookies made with 
real pumpkin.  

 

 

 

7 

 

This Fairy House lives on. 
  Photo: E Hrabovsky 
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Come Grow With Us! 
Be diligent about milking your plants! 

For the past nine years we have been very successful protecting our plants at the WVBG from deer 
browse by spraying the plants with milk.  If allowed to dry completely, the milk will remain on the 
plants through a number of rains.  When young plants are growing quickly, new growth beyond the 
protected portions makes a tempting treat for hungry deer. Fast-growing plants need to be sprayed often 
to protect the newest morsels.  Spray at least every week to ten days during rapid plant growth.  By mid-
summer, when the burst of spring growth is past, spraying every two weeks should protect most plants.  
The formula:  1 part milk to 3 parts water.  Any milk will do:  whole or skim, fresh or soured (Curdled 
milk can be shaken vigorously and strained to prevent plugging up the sprayer.)  If deer have already 
started nibbling, spray the first time with undiluted milk to get their attention. 

During the winter full-strength milk protects evergreens if sprayed on during warm, dry days about 
every two months. Shiny spots on the leaves will indicate the milk is still there doing its job.  This 
information is based upon methods that have been used successfully at the WVBG.  

Got aphids? 

Spraying them with insecticidal soap can eliminate them, but repeat sprays may be needed as more 
aphids hatch.  Avoid spraying plants with lots of soft tissue (such as Impatiens) as doing so can damage 
them.  When in doubt, test-spray a few leaves hidden from normal viewing to check their response. 
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