WEST VIRGINIA

BOTANIC
GARDEN

| took awalk at the West Virginia Botanic Garden the other day and, good gracious, was it loud! On this
nice early spring evening, the temperature was about 60° and hundreds, maybe thousands, of frogs were
singing the season’s glories.

The Botanic Garden engages all my senses; that’s why | like being there so much. While the spring peepers
serenade one another, a warm breeze circulates the aroma of sweet birch and hemlock. The new trail
crunches underfoot as a red-tailed hawk rides thermals above me. The steady burble of Tibbs Run provides
counterpoint to the melodies of cardinals and titmice.

If you've joined us for one of our educational walks, you may have heard Jim Anderson talk about peepers
and other amphibians that call the WVBG “home.” Y ou aso might have reveled in fall’s colors with a walk
led by Jon Weems, Core Arboretum director and WVBG board member. Or maybe you and your children
have rooted for mushrooms in the leaf litter and gotten excited when Dan Panaccione of the WV U Division
of Plant and Soil Sciences could identify them.

We've started a new series this spring with a 7:30 am. April 19 bird walk, led by Hillar Klandorf of the
WV U Division of Animal and Veterinary Sciences. In this newsletter you can see our complete 2008 walk
schedule. If you prefer to indulge your senses without being in a crowd, the Botanic Garden is open from
dawn to dusk most days of the year. By yourself or with a group, we hope to see you at the WVBG. There
you can see, feel, hear and smell all of Nature' s wonders.

One important change in this year’s activities bears mentioning. We will not be hosting a 2008 “Gardens of
the Mon” Tour but have tentatively scheduled our next Garden Tour for June 20, 2009. This was not an easy
decision, but severa factors prevent us from hosting a tour this year. Since its 2001 inception the home
garden tour has become our biggest annual event; yet the board has decided that we should give the
fundraiser the time it truly deserves next year. Therefore, we are now seeking volunteers to coordinate and to
assist with the 2009 home garden tour, and we aso need nominations for 2009 gardens. Jennifer Kunkle,
who so ably organized the tour for the past three years, has moved to Harrisburg, PA to accept a new job.
We will miss her, indeed; but she has left meticulous “Gardens of the Mon” files. Will you assume a major
role or lend ahand?
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What'’ s happening in the WVBG in 200t

By George Longenecker

Please pardon our messes! We are growing! This
summer things will be torn up from time to time. We are
expecting to have a sewer line come through from Sunshine
Estates (off Snake Hill Road); and when it does, awater linev
beinstalled beside it. These utilitieswill alow usto build
restroom facilities and to keep our plants watered more easily.
the past we have had to resort to filling barrels on the back of -
truck and then siphoning them off with a hose to water plants:
very slow, tedious process.

After the utilities are in, we can compl ete the Butterfl
Garden. Only half of it was built last year because water lines
going near it would have damaged the 2007 plantings. An Ap
5, 2008 group of volunteers organized by Alex Stolar helped L
to clear inaccessible areas for installation of the water and sew
lines; the area nearby was improved the same day so the WVE
nursery can now be expanded. Besides contributing tangible
results, Alex’steam assisted him in working toward compl etic
of his Eagle Scout service project requirements. A big “thank
goes to Bob Hall, who donated use of his chipper, and to the
students and their parents.

The WVBG board has applied for a matching grant to
build arestroom facility near the service area because a pavilit
to accommodate group activitiesis planned between the servic
area and the Shade Garden. A proposed pavilion sketch was
included in the December WVBG mailing; since then donors
have contributed $8,845 toward the future structure. The WV
is now looking for an architectural engineer to help with
structural design of the pavilion.

Other things in the planning stage include building po
in the reservaoir basin, reinstating the water flow into the
reservoir basin, putting in anew outflow structure and installii
aJones Run bridge that was generoudly donated by Geoffrey
Kemp.

Join us as we strive to accomplish our dreams! Just e
mail George Longenecker at george@wvbg.org to volunteer.
the coming months check our website (also under constructior
for periodic updates.

Our monthly volunteer workdays are the third
Saturday of every month starting at 9 am. We would be
grateful for your time and energy. If you are able to join
us, e-mail us at George@wvbg.org or call 304-376-2717.

If you forget to call, come on down anyway. Y ou can help
us redlize the “magic of our master plan”!

Spring ishere!! That means that we will be opening the upper parking lot
gate on Sundays from 1p.m. to 4 p.m., weather permitting. Y ou may drive
down and enjoy astroll in the beauty of our woods without fighting the hill.
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Toleash or not to leash -- it’s not a question!

The Botanic Garden is a wonderful place to
take agreat walk, and all are welcome. Dogs,
in fact, liketo trek there as much as you do.
However, please remember that not all people
are crazy about dogs, and not all dogs are
friendly toward other people and near other
dogs. For WVBG walks to be pleasant, we
must respectfully request that certain “dog
rules’ be followed.

First and foremost, if you bring adog with you,
it must be leashed and under control. This
precaution prevents sneak attacks, surprises,
unwanted encounters and possibleinjury.
Besidesit isthe law in Monongalia County!
“Being on aleash,” though, does not necessarily
guarantee “under control” because some dogs
walk humans at the full length of aleash. With
some retractable cords that can be at quite a
distance, it is difficult to control a dog aready
pulling a person, especially when an animal
lunges forward excitedly. Therefore, if your dog
is not beside you or just ahead of you, you may
not be aware of the little presents that he or she
can leave on the trail. (Sometimes they are not
so little!)

Sometimesit’s the more, the merrier. Be sure
if you walk one or more dogs, they are all
under control. If you cannot handle two or
more |leashes at once, kindly arrangeto bring a
friend to help or bring one dog at atime.
Should you see people approaching you and
your dog(s) on atrail, please courteously step
to the side with your pet(s) close by. Doing so
will alow safe passage and a chance to “ meet
and greet” safely.

If you are walking without a dog and see one
approaching, STAND STILL! Dogsare
hunters by nature so they think that any
running creatureisto be chased. Aggressive,
angry or hostile actions toward adog raise his
or her level of excitement and can resultin a
very uncomfortable encounter at best. On the

other hand, a calm walker’ s friendly but assertive
demeanor usually can defuse adog’ s temporarily
hostile intent. Hopefully, a pet owner will not be
far behind the end of every leash and will willingly
assuage anyone else's concern. Dogs are very
social creatures and usually just want to say “hello.”

Please help us to keep our trails clean! If you bring
adog onto the premises, we ask that you carry a
trowel in atote or plastic bag. We' re counting on
all pet ownersto scoop up and to carry away or to
discard droppings well off the trails. Those walking
with adog may kick “doo doo” into the woods as
long as no one else hasto step init. Feca material
is biodegradable; and, if way off in the leaves, this
natura fertilizer is not aproblem. By being calm
and courteous neighbors on the trails, all of us can
maintain the WVBG as the wonderful treasure that
itis-- clean, pleasant and safe.

L eashed and UNDER CONTROL
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The early flower s of the Serviceberry are a harbinger of spring

By Bradford Bearce

Common Serviceberry, Amelanchier arborea, a member of the rose family, is also known as Shadberry,
Juneberry, sarvis and downy serviceberry. Itisatall shrub or small tree usually growing to 15-25 feet. The
twigs are slender and reddish to grayish brown.

Its white flowers are quite showy and appear before the leaves appear. The flowers have five sepals and five
petals with about 20 stamensin severa rows. The fruit isareddish-brown pome. The smooth, gray bark is
furrowed with fine longitudinal shallow fissures often having a reddish cast.

The name “serviceberry” or “sarvis’ apparently comes from our early settlers at atime when burials for people
who died in the winter could not occur until the ground thawed. The spring thaw coincided with the appearance
of white blooms on thistree; thus, the “service’ tree. Itsflowers were often the best flowers available for the
burial services.

In the Botanic Garden the serviceberry will soon be evident as tufts of white dotting the hillside above the lower
parking lot well before most leaves are open. Come out and enjoy these early blooms!

Serviceberry Bark Serviceberry L eaves Serviceberry Flowers
(photo by George Longenecker) (photos by Ellen Hrabovsky)
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The Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis) issimilar to the Common Serviceberry

This species differs from A. arborea by having young leaves bronze-colored and at least half-grown at
flowering. One of thefirst trees to bloom in spring, Amelanchier laevis, Allegheny Serviceberry produces
fleecy, showy but short-lived white 0.5 to 0.8 inch-long blooms with glabrous pedicels on 4 inch long panicles
inlate April, when the leaves are about half-grown. It’s not atimber species because of its small size; however,
the hard, heavy, strong, close-grained, dark brown often tinged with red, wood has been used for tool handles
and in the manufacture of fishing rods.

The white, linear to oblong, ¥~ to 1-inch long petals are inserted on the bell-shaped calyx tube, which in turnis
inserted on top of the inferior ovary. The persistent calyx causes the fruit to resemble blueberry fruit.

The glabrous leaves are somewhat bronze as they unfold, turning dark-green as they mature. Leaves are
aternate, elliptical to ovate, and 1 1/4 to 3 inches long, with finely toothed margins. These |eaves are more
pointed at the apex and acute at the base than those of the Common Serviceberry. In winter the pointed 0.5
long green buds with red edges and silky white hairs help in the identification of this species.

The small (1/4-1/3 inch long) purple/black sweet pome fruits mature from June to July and are used to make
piesand jams. The Allegheny Serviceberry makes an excellent food source for animals and birds as well asa
great habitat for birds. The Native Americans enjoyed the fruits. Thistreeisalovely ornamental with leaves
turning shades of yellow-orange to red and falling early during the autumn.

It is native to Canada down through Georgia and across to Kansas and is hardy to zone 4 and tends to be found
from 3000 to 6000 feet. The stems are slender and glabrous, the younger stems colored reddish brown with dull
gray smooth striped older bark. In the landscape Allegheny Serviceberry’ s smooth patterned bark creates an
interesting effect. It can be used as a specimen or in small groups. Its early flowers and fall color are additional
attractions.

Allegheny Serviceberry Flowers
( photos by George Longenecker)
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Thewalk program at WVBG isfor YOU!

Trueto its mission statement, the West Virginia Botanic Garden has provided education and enjoyment to
attendees of our Walk Program ever since its beginning in spring 2004. (Actually some of us remember a
Mushroom Walk in fall 2003). A trek through the Botanic Garden isajoy initself under 100-year-old oaks,
beeches, hemlocks and other long-time members of the Garden’s old growth forest. Where else do grasses and
meadow wildflowers swish while someone can get his or her feet wet in nearby wetlands and streams?

Learning and fun go hand-in-hand when an expert walk leader spotlights minute details seldom noticed on
one' sown. How many people know the differences between a poisonous Destroying Angel and an edible field
mushroom, a tadpole and a pollywog, a cinnamon fern and an interrupted fern, or an elf-cap moss and a hair-cap
moss? Often a hand-held magnifying lensis all that’s needed to differentiate between each pair’ stiny
distinguishing characteristics. Native trees and shrubs seem much more difficult to identify once their leaves
have fallen; however, species revea themselves viatwig buds under the guidance of aWinter Botany Walk
expert at the Garden. George Longenecker’s years of teaching woody plant courses at WV U eminently qualify
him to lead that adventure.

Our walk leaders have benefited from diverse life experiences. Some, formally trained, have taught and/or
conducted research in their specific walk subjects; in short, they have converted curiosity into careers. Other
guest guides have become highly knowledgeable about their hobby topics through independent study.

Hillar Klandorf, aWV U professor of animal sciences, has become a bird watcher extraordinaire through his
own satisfying search. Longenecker, the WVBG executive director, soon will conduct a pruning workshop
based on principles and practice; see this newsletter’s page 7 for application details. Dan Panaccione, aWVU
fungal physiology expert, has absorbed much about mushrooms through self-discovery; amazingly then he has
shared his keen eye by identifying specimen after specimen brought to him by people wishing to learn more.
Dan’s mushroom walk, in fact, is so popular that we will offer two this year.

WVBG walk leaders show their love and expertise through infectious enthusiasm as they guide visitors from
point to point. Knowing that hope is contagious, we see many walkers return year after year.

Why not join us on our walks? The 2008 schedule, printed below, also will appear on our web site
www.wvbg.org, so you can forward it to several friends. Once you' ve saved the dates and their starting times,
we think you' Il find something interesting and worth the gas. Come on out to Tyrone Road. Mother Nature has
saved some surprises. Y ou won't be disappointed!

All walks begin at 9 am. Saturdays unless otherwise noted.

Dec. 6 Winter Botany George Longenecker

DATE TIME EVENT WALK LEADER
¢ April 197:30am. Birdwalk Hillar Klandorf

: May3 6:30p.m. Wetlands/Amphibians Jim and Ann

: Anderson

: May 10 Pruning Workshop George Longenecker
: June7 Family Discovery Kristy Clark

+ July 12 Summer Mushrooms  Bob Burrell

: July19 2:00 p.m. Butterfly Walk Yong-Lak Park

¢ Aug. 16 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Rick Turcotte
: Sept. 6 Fall Botany Donna Ford-Werntz
: Sept. 20 Fall Mushrooms Dan Panaccione

: Oct. 4 Mosses, Ferns, Lichens Sue Studlar

. Oct. 25 Fall Color Jon Weems

: Nov. 8 Soils of WVBG Jim Thompson
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Thank you for your generosity!

Pruning Wor kshop — Come learn how to do your pruning
May 10, 2008 - 9 am. to Noon
Location: Private Suncrest Residence

Are your rhododendrons up to the roof? Not sure how or when to cut your butterflybush back? What
can you do with that overgrown burning bush? Come to our pruning workshop for answers!

This hands-on workshop will include a brief discussion of pruning philosophy, evaluation of various
availabletools and details regarding their proper use. We want you to bring your gloves and pruning tools.
Rejuvenation of various plants (including rhododendron, holly, lilac, spirea and dogwood) will be demonstrated
with attendees' having the opportunity to use their knowledge.

Because attendance at this free workshop is limited to 20, registration isrequired. Preference will be
given to current Friends of the Botanic Garden members until May 1%. Non-members may request to be on a
waliting list after that date. Registration may take place by emailing george@wvbg.org or by writing to the
WVBG, PMB 121, 714 Venture Drive, Morgantown, WV 26508. All registrants will be notified in the order
received and confirmed by email or telephone by May 8th. The workshop’ s exact location will be provided
with registration confirmation.
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Come Grow With Us!

Wish List

Future Botanic Garden projects will require tools and materials that we don’'t have. We would be extremely
grateful for donations of any of the items listed and will gladly earmark financia contributions for a particular item at
your request. Volunteer labor by individuals or by groups is always welcome!

Tools and Equipment Special Volunteer Needs
- 5-ton dump truck - WVBG volunteer coordinator
- DR Brush Hog or a similar walk-behind mower - WVBG grant researcher and writer
- Large, multi-tined manure fork - 2008 WVBG Garden Tour coordinator trainee
- Garden hoses
- Rakes (both leaf rakes and garden rakes) Sponsorships
- Hand tools for gardening - Sponsors for the 2009 WVBG Garden Tour
- Narrow-bladed “perennial” shovel (also called a - Sponsor(s) for portable toilets

trenching shovel)
- Blade trimmers Other Needs—L ots of volunteers!
- Gator or similar al-terrain utility vehicle - Volunteers for work weekends
- Ventrac or similar tractor - Volunteersfor other times (We can make
- Log splitter arrangements.)

- 2009 WVBG Garden Tour Committee volunteers

Materials (We can pick them up or accept a delivery.) - Nominationsfor the 2009 Tour gardens
- Double-shredded hardwood mulch

- Composted manure

If you would like to help us with any of these needs, please send a note to george@wvbg.org or call George
at 376-2717 or 594-1069. Thank you for helping your garden grow!




