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Dear WVBG Community,

Welcome Summer! Here in North Central West Virginia it seemed that warmer weather might
never come and warm our winter chilled souls and spirits. The trees, shrubs and plants are in
full leaf now and busy growing. They are producing flowers and soon seeds, as well as storing
food for — aghast, next winter!
The incredible process that happens in nature continues to amaze me
and reminds me of a chapter in the book The Hidden Life of Trees by
Peter Wohlleben. In the chapter “United We Stand Divided, We Fall,”
the author explains that while it may seem that every tree is on its
own in the forest ecosystem, there can be an incredible network of
mycelium underground connecting tree roots that help increase water
and nutrient uptake as well as filter pollutants and ward off intruders.
Of course, this is a give and take system. The mycelium take food from
the tree. Mr. Wohlleben suggests that “trees are very social beings and
they help each other out.”

Trees form their own

communities and are also an
Similarly, I am continually amazed at how social and charitable we
important part or ours.
humans can be. This is a very pleasant thought, especially in today’s
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
world of not always positive news. Here at the West Virginia Botanic
Garden, we are happy to be part of a growing community not just here in Morgantown but
statewide and beyond. We are thankful for support from our members, donors, volunteers,
program attendees, and grant funders.

One of the most important purposes of the WVBG is giving back to the community by
providing a green space to learn and enjoy plants and nature. Please come visit!

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you in the Garden, increasing our growing network.

A Note from the Director
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As I write this, the power and enchantment of spring are about ready to
erupt. It has been slow to come on this year, every year being a different
story. On my daily hikes around the grounds, I spot a new gem every day.
A favorite small native orchid, Downy Rattlesnake Plantain (Goodyera
pubescens,) Spotted Wintergreen (Chimaphila maculata) and Spring Beauty
(Claytonia virginica) are pushing up through the leaf litter, some of my
favorites.
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Please note our upcoming dinner series, A Season of Good Taste (see page
3). This is a great way to enjoy outstanding food provided by local chefs
in a stunning location while helping fund the Garden. Those who attended
last season raved about the events. Tickets can be found on our website,
www.wvbg.org. I anticipate that many will sell out quickly.
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Many avian arrivals are letting themselves
be known as well. Some can be identified
only by their call, such as the Louisiana
Waterthrush (Parkesia motacilla,) a resident
of the wetland, others are more in your face,
such as the Red-Shouldered Hawk (Buteo
lineatus) who has been acting as if he has a
nest close by. An Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis
phoebe,) with its sweet call, is nesting at our
building and numerous other sheltered paces
in the Garden. Recently Scott Cavallaro of
Wild Birds Unlimited helped create a Bluebird
Trail of eight nesting boxes located around
the reservoir loop. Let us know if you see
activity on any of these numbered boxes. We
are very thankful to Scott for his donation and One of eight new Blue Bird nest
enthusiasm for this beautiful species (Sialia
boxes installed at the WVBG.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
sialis.)

We have just commissioned a feasibility study and business plan for the
anticipated Great Lawn (not to be confused with the current Event Lawn)
and Visitor Center that will be situated near the WVBG entrance. These are
each a significant part of our Master Plan and will allow us to become a
more sustainable organization. We are hoping that we can make these new
structures remarkably green. I will be concentrating on this project for the
next few months.
Most of you who are reading this are members of the Garden. We are very
thankful for that. Please consider sharing knowledge of the Garden with
others and encourage them to become members of this growing dynamic
community.
Wishing you health.
Bill Mills

Spring Newsletter Corrections: We apologize for omitting Irina Aplerovich and Marry Wimmer from the
Donor list. We greatly appreciate your support!

Join us for Our “A Season of Good Taste” Dinner Series
We have another fantastic dinner series planned for this year. We hope you can come out and join us for great food, fun, and
friends in the majestic setting of the Botanic Garden. All dinners will take place at the Education and Event Center. To purchase
tickets and for links to learn more about our participating chefs and restaurants, visit www.wvbg.org.
An evening with Lost Creek Farm, Saturday, May 12th, 6:00 PM

Join us as chefs Mike Costello, Amy Dawson and company prepare a feast from
locally sourced vegetables, heritage meats and wild finds. Their dinner last year at
the Garden was some of the most memorable food we ever tried. Tickets: $95
Burgers & Brews with Table 9, Saturday, June 23, 6:00 PM

Join Chef Mark Tasker and the Crew of Table 9 for a fun evening music, brews and
burgers. Tickets: $50
Summer Sunday Brunch, Sunday, July 22nd, 11:00 AM

Join us as Chef Don Champion from Deep Creek Lake Maryland uses his creative
flare to prepare a delectable array of brunch entrees and libations to bring in the
lazy days of summer. Tickets: $65

Great Noshing and Drinks at Dusk, Friday, September 14th, 6:00 PM

a2018
season of good taste
AN EVENING WITH LOST CREEK FARM
CHEF MIKE COSTELLO

SATURDAY
MAY 12 TH
6:00PM

BURGERS & BREWS WITH TABLE 9
CHEF MARK TASKER

SATURDAY
JUNE 23 RD
6:00PM

SUMMER SUNDAY BRUNCH
CHEF DON CHAMPION

SUNDAY
JULY 22 ND
11:00AM

GREAT NOSHING AND DRINKS AT DUSK
CHEF KRISTEN THOMPSON VINTNER VALLEY

FRIDAY
SEPT 14 TH
6:00PM

AN AUTUMN EVENING WITH PROVENCE CAFE
CHEF ANNE HART

SUNDAY
OCT 14TH
6:00PM

Join us for a festive evening featuring Chef Kristen Thompson of The Wine Bar at
Vintner Valley who will be preparing a great array of tapas. Great wine and local
brews will be served. Live music will round out this evening’s experience. Tickets: $75

An Autumn Evening with Provence Cafe, Sunday, October 14th, 6:00 PM

Join us for a colorful show of autumn leaves and a decadent evening feast with award winning chef Anne Hart of Provence
Market Cafe in Bridgeport, WV. Anne was recently named one of the 50 top women chefs in USA Today! Tickets: $95

We are the Place to Be!
Thinking of having a party, a wedding, meeting or other event? The Education and Event Center is now complete and ready
to be rented. Hickory floors, repurposed Yellow Poplar cabinets, innovative
acoustic tiles, and stylish tables and chairs are some of the things you will find
here. Of course, the amazing view of the former reservoir basin and near-by
gardens are not to be overlooked.
The Event Lawn, located just outside the building, will be renovated early
this spring and should be ready for rental as well by mid-summer. We tested
this great space with a 40’ x 60’ tent last fall, seating 200 under its canvas.
Uplighting will enhance the space as will subtle lighting of the lower parking
area.

More information can be found on our website, WVBG Private Event and Rental
Policy tab under Activities and Events. Please feel free to call Bill Mills for more Tables set in preparation for a dinner event.
Photo by Katie Fallon.
information, 304-552-7943.
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WVBG Summer Activities Schedule (Continued on page 5)
Note: we are now asking that participants pre-register for ALL activities. A link to register is at the end of each activity description on the
activities schedule page of the WVBG website, www.wvbg.org.
June 1-August 3, First Fridays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Friday Family Walks: Join WVBG Education Director Erin Smaldone on the first Friday
of each month for a short nature-themed story followed by a walk around the Garden concluding with a simple craft. This easy, casual walk
is a great way for children and their caretakers to get outside and enjoy nature and the company of others. The trail will accommodate “off
road” strollers. All ages. Free for WVBG members; $10 per family suggested donation for non-members.
June 2, 10:00 a.m. Beginner’s Guide to Plant Identification: On this walk with Research Botanist Cindy Huebner, participants will
be introduced to the basics of plant identification and learn to identify several plant species with a focus on trees and shrubs. Most
appropriate for adults and older children. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
June 2, 1:00 p.m. Dig In! Investigating & Improving Garden Soil: WVU Division of Plant and Soil Sciences Professor Louis McDonald will
present an overview of the basic properties and functions of soils focusing on garden plant production. Program will include soil test report
interpretation and appropriate amendment strategies. Most appropriate for adults. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.
June 6, 7:00 p.m. Floriography: The Secret Language of Flowers: Floriography is a system of communication that uses flowers, plants, and
other natural objects to send secret messages to others. Many cultures throughout the years have used a version of floriography, but today it
is relatively unknown. Join West Virginia University (WVU) graduate student Alice Morgan and learn more about the rich history of a hidden
language and the meanings behind the plants you see every day. Most appropriate for adults. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
June 6-August 8, Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. Ta’i Chi in the Garden: The Yang style T’ai Chi class is offered as an exercise routine based on
the ancient martial art of T’ai Chi. The objective of the class is to promote flexing of joints, toning of muscles, and increasing strength to
promote improved balance and wellness. In addition, the flowing, low-impact exercises develop relaxation skills and mental focus. The
practice follows a sequence of standing postures that will be taught by Ta’i Chi practitioner Cheryl Ornick. Participants must sign up for
the entire 10-class series. Clothing that allows unrestricted movement, and flat shoes or cushioned socks are suggested. $110 for WVBG
members; $140 for non-members.
June 10, 2:00 p.m. Outlander Plant Walk: Outlander fans, this season’s presentation by Kay Jones will focus on some of the flowers in
the series of books and shown in the TV series and what these flowers have meant throughout time. Come learn about Diana Gabaldon’s
powerful use of flowers to enhance this great love story. Participants will take a short walk in the Garden to identify some of the flowers in
the presentation. Most appropriate for adults who have some knowledge of the Outlander books or TV show, but all are welcome to learn.
Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
June 16, 10:00 a.m. Return of a Champion: Efforts to Restore the American Chestnut: American chestnut was an extremely important
component of eastern forests a century ago. It was prized for its rapid growth and was utilized for telephone poles, railroad ties, fence
posts, house construction and tannins for tanning hides. A fungus from Asia was inadvertently imported into the port at New York City in
1904 and within 50 years, the fungus killed 10 billion chestnut trees. This program led by Mark Double, West Virginia University, details
the history of American chestnut and the efforts being conducted to return this champion tree to our eastern forests. Most appropriate for
adults. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
June 16, 1:00 p.m. A Poetic Harvest: Poet and gardener, Mary Lucille DeBerry, will read an array of gardening poetry including works
by the late Stanley Kunitz, Mary Oliver and Theodore Roethke as well as some of her own poetry – followed by a writing session where
participants, bringing paper-and-pen or a laptop, will create their own poems. Some of Mary Lucille’s books will also be available for
purchase. Most appropriate for ages 12 and above. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.
June 23, 10:00 a.m. Container Gardening: Wild for Pollinators: In celebration of National Pollinator Week, join us to plant a container
garden with pollinator-friendly flowers and herbs (container, plants, and soil included). Led by WVBG Educator Stacy Clovis-Woofter,
participants will also learn tips to create garden habitats for a variety of pollinators, including native bee species, honeybees, butterflies,
and hummingbirds. All ages welcome. $25/container garden for WVBG Members; $35 for non-members.
June 24, 2:00 p.m. WVBG Forest Bathing Walk: Join yoga teacher and health psychologist Lisa Hynes for a gentle group walk and
meditation event at the Garden. Forest bathing is a Japanese practice which has become an influential strategy for maintaining or building
wellbeing since the 1980’s. A growing evidence base of international research suggests Forest Bathing is an effective approach to stress
management. Combining gentle walking, mindfulness meditation practices, insights into the natural treasures of the gardens, and group
discussion, we will unwind and refresh together, and see the forest like you’ve never seen it before. All ages. Free for WVBG members,
$15 for non-members.
July 8, 2:00 p.m. Kids’ Container Gardening: Growing Organic: Join us for an exciting program featuring local author and Avian
Conservation Center of Appalachia’s Director Katie Fallon reading her new children’s book Look, See the Farm! followed by a container
gardening workshop with WVBG Educator Stacy Clovis-Woofter. Katie and Stacy will teach kids about the different types of
organisms and wildlife that thrive in organic gardens and farms, and children may discover these lessons firsthand in their take-home
organic container gardens. Workshop most appropriate for children ages 3 and older. $25/container garden for WVBG members;
$35 for non-members. Katie’s book will also be available for purchase.
(Continued on page 5)
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WVBG Summer Activities Schedule (Continued from page 4)
July 13-August 17, Fridays, 9:30 a.m. Morning Yoga in the Garden: Join yoga instructor Heidi Sherwin to connect with nature, rejuvenate
energy, and experience relaxation through yoga. The beauty and serenity of the garden setting provides the perfect environment to stretch,
strengthen, center, breathe, and relax. All skill levels are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, sunscreen, sunglasses, and small hand towel.
$12/class for WVBG members; $15 for non-members. Entire session, $62 for WVBG members; $80 for non-members.
July 14, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Nature Photography Workshop: Local photographer Dave Smaldone will teach participants how to use
simple settings on their digital cameras (no smartphones, please), give compositional tips, and encourage seeing creatively in a variety of
natural settings. Beginner and intermediate photographers ages 12 and up welcome. $15 for WVBG members; $25 for non-members.
July 21, 10:00 a.m. Arthritis and Gardening: Join Doug Cumpston, Assistive Technology Specialist with WV AgrAbility & WV Assistive
Technology Systems to learn how arthritis can impact your ability to carry out gardening activities and what can be done to minimize its
effect while gardening. The program will focus on techniques and tools that will help others overcome the limitations that arthritis can
impose on the gardener. Most appropriate for adults. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
July 28, 10:30 a.m. Insect Walk: Join Sue Olcott, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources wildlife diversity biologist, as we go in search
of winged wonders. Learn to identify butterflies at the butterfly garden and watch for other jewels of the sky as we walk the reservoir trail.
This walk is dependent upon warm dry weather. All ages. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
July 29, 2:00 p.m. Paper Flower Making: Let’s make paper flowers! Join WVU graduate student Alice Morgan to learn how to craft your own
beautiful floral bouquets from cardstock. Make roses, daisies and more. Guaranteed not to wilt. Ages 14 and up. $15 for WVBG members;
$25 for non-members.
August 4, 10:00 a.m. Nature in Summer: Summer is a time of growth in nature and blooms in the garden! Join WVBG Education Director
Erin Smaldone to learn about what is happening in nature and at the Garden during the summer. The program will include a slide
presentation followed by a walk. All ages. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
August 11, 1:00 p.m. Forest Pathogens: What are forest pathogens, how do they spread, and what impact do they have on forest health?
Join Dr. Matt Kassen, WVU Assistant Professor of Plant Pathology for an in-depth discussion followed by a walk to observe an example onsite at the WVBG. Offered in conjunction with the Monongahela Master Naturalists. Most appropriate for adults. Free.
August 12, 10:00 a.m. Young Birders Walk: It›s never too early to become a birder! This walk will introduce children of all ages and
their parents to the wonder and joy of birds and bird watching. Bring binoculars and a bird guide if you have them. This walk is offered in
conjunction with the West Virginia Young Birders Club and will be led by Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia’s Director Katie Fallon.
All ages. Free.
August 18, 10:00 a.m. Writing & Walking in Nature: Join Shannon Sankey, M.F.A. to discover the power of nature writing to connect you
to your environment, your community, and yourself. Learn how to keep a field journal, how to practice the art of walking mindfully, and
how to write about nature with rich sensory description while walking to and writing at various sites in the Botanic Garden. Ages 12 and
up. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
August 19, Time TBD An Evening of Garden Delights: Come celebrate with us at our annual fundraiser under a tent in the heart the
Garden. Fine food, libation, friends, music, auction items and many surprises! Look for more details on our website and Facebook page in
the near future.
August 25, 10:00 a.m. Wildflower Walk: With local naturalist Ellen Hrabovsky and assistant Aiden McGinnis, we will explore the plethora of
summer wildflowers found around the reservoir basin. A wildflower book is helpful. All ages. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
August 25, 8:00-10:00 p.m. A Tour of the Night Sky: Kathryn Williamson, Teaching Assistant Professor and Planetarium Director, WVU
Department of Physics & Astronomy, will be leading a tour of the night sky. The evening will start with a talk about some of the highlights
in the night sky, including planets, star clusters, and galaxies as well as the origins of the Perseid meteor shower which peaks on August
13. This will be followed, weather permitting, with the opportunity to look at some of these objects through telescopes. Wear warm
clothes and keep cell phones on “night mode” to preserve night vision.  All ages. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.
August 26, 2:00 p.m. Good Earth Art for Kids: Calling all nature-loving artists and crafters! Join us to celebrate and honor the Earth by
creating with natural materials discovered at summer’s end. Led by WVBG Educator Stacy Clovis-Woofter, we’ll enjoy the playful process
of creating, learn more about other environmental artists, and take home a uniquely personal creation to display at home. Workshop most
appropriate for children ages 8 and older. $15 for WVBG Members; $25 for non-members.
* All activities take place at the West Virginia Botanic Garden, 1061 Tyrone Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508
* Programs will last approximately 1.5-2 hours unless otherwise noted.
* Please register for all activities online at www.wvbg.org. If you have questions, call 304-322-2093 or email erin@wvbg.org.
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Welcome Educator Stacy Clovis-Woofter
We at the WVBG are delighted to welcome Stacy Clovis-Woofter to our team as a part-time
educator. Stacy started in 2017 leading workshops, and assisting with a variety of educational
programming. Stacy also developed and directed our new summer nature camp, Camp SOAR:
Stewardship, Outdoor Appreciation, and Readiness. This spring, Clovis-Woofter is leading a
new program, Natural Wellness for Girls, funded by the Women’s Giving Circle of North Central
WV. Stacy is a West Virginia Master Naturalist and Master Gardener, has taught gardening
and outdoor-related workshops to children and adults for over ten years, and worked as an
Instructor with the Mountain Stewardship and Outdoor Leadership (SOL) School. Her formal
education includes a BA in English and MFA in Creative Writing with several years teaching
experience at UNC-Greensboro, North Carolina State University, and Waynesburg University. She
also works as a Substitute Teacher for Monongalia County Schools and lives with her family in
Stacy during Camp SOAR last
Morgantown. When asked what she enjoys most about working at the WVBG, Stacy answered
summer. Photo by Vada Boback.
“the opportunities to teach and continue learning as an educator, amid the beauty of nature and
inspiring wonder of children. It is truly an honor to work at such an amazing place, with an accomplished, talented staff and
board, as well as dedicated volunteers and community members.” We are very pleased with all she has contributed to our
programming thus far and are excited to have her as a member of our education team.

What’s New in Our World of Plants
by Bill Mills, Executive Director

Another growing season is upon us and the Garden is coming to life. The few days of warmth we have had are not only deeply
appreciated but allow the waiting buds to come to life. Dicentra cucullaria, Dutchman’s Breeches, are common here in the
Garden. They are special to me, with childhood memories of them in New Jersey forests. Their glaucous foliage (blueish) and
white flowers come to life with the onset of the growing season. In our cultivated gardens, Lamprocapnos spectabilis, formerly
Dicentra spectabilis, Common Bleeding Heart, can be found. It too holds a special place in my
mind as it grew abundantly in my parents’ garden. It is native to Siberia, Northern China, Korea
and Japan. Bleeding Heart is indeed a hardy species, one of the many plants we grow from
Asia. They both are early to appear in the garden and are often dormant by July, allowing room
for later-blooming plants.
A Tree Peony collection that was given to us last fall has made the journey without missing a
beat. In mid-April they are flush with foliage and fat buds can be seen. They can be viewed at
the upper and lower parking areas. Of note: deer do not bother with this family of plants.

Several families have made memorial gifts to the Garden in honor of those recently departed.
This is allowing us to create a significant planting between the dam breach and the entrance
at Imperial East. We call this area of the Garden the Long Walk. At one time it served as the
Lamprocapnos spectabilis, Common dam for the Tibbs Run Reservoir, and it is the only straight section of the Reservoir Loop Trail.
Bleeding Heart.
The old reservoir can be viewed on one side, a small stream on the other. Six beautiful new
Photo by Dave Smaldone.
urns will be placed in this garden, adding a repeating architectural form to the space. Several
teak benches will be placed to take in the views of the basin. Cold-hardy Survivor Camellia, Fritz Huber & Korean Gold Plum
Yew, Limelight & Snow Queen Hydrangea, Variegated Holly, Scarletta Leucothoe, Mahonia bealei and the cold hardy Magnolia
Bracken’s Brown Beauty are some of the woody plants that can be found. Many forms of Carex, ferns, woodland Phlox, Jacobs
Ladder, and Heuchera Autumn Bride will add their texture and bloom to this serene area. This falls bulbs will be tucked within
the herbaceous perennials. Last year this area was enhanced with a collection of donated woodland Azalea.
Come and explore. Enjoy the energy of spring. Every day is unique.
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WVBG Membership Corner
by Linda Bagby, WVBG Membership Chair
In this and future issues of the West Virginia Botanic Garden (WVBG) newsletter, we are adding a new feature! In
the Membership Corner, we will welcome new members, announce any changes in the membership program, and
encourage everyone to show their support by becoming members of the Friends of the WVBG.
We are delighted to welcome the following new members that joined from 1-1-18 through 3-31-18:
Sponsor
Christopher & Terry Bearce

Contributor
Maria Bowie
Susan Shumaker

Household
Beth Bailey
Stephanie Carlson
Andrew Fusco
Cara Halldin
April McGinnis
Beth Nardella
Brenna Williamson

Individual
Cathy Baker
Renee Hill
Nancy Konchesky
Mark Westbrook
Samantha Winstanley
Melody Woods

Additions to our Nursery Discount Program
Since our Spring Newsletter, the following nurseries have joined our discount program. Check the participating
nurseries link on the membership page at www.wvbg.org for a complete listing and discount information.
Gritts Midway Greenhouse
Red House, WV

Mt. Zion Nursery
Fairmont, WV

Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

PLEASE NOTE: Individual/student member benefits apply only to the individual named on the membership.
* Visit the American Horticultural Society Website for listings and information about the Reciprocal Admissions Program.
* Magazine subscription to Better Homes and Gardens or Martha Stewart Living, details will be provided.
* Visit wvbg.org for more information about nusery and garden center discount.

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________Preferred Telephone #_______________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________City________________________________________State______Zip___________
Email______________________________________________ (Provide email to receive WVBG updates, including link to online newsletter.)
Check here if you prefer to receive newsletter by postal mail.
Contact me about gift memberships.
My company has a matching gift program, and I have enclosed the form/information.

WVBG may publish my name.
Yes No
I am including an additional tax-deductible contribution of $_____________________

Please make checks payable to West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. and return form with payment to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB #121, Morgantown, WV 26508. Thank you!
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Poetry for the Garden and Nature Lover
Mary Lucille DeBerry is one of the many talented presenters that will be leading a program at the WVBG this summer (see
page 4). For 35 ½ years, DeBerry worked as a producer/director at West Virginia Public Television before concentrating on
the craft of poetry writing. Her poems have appeared in numerous literary journals and anthologies including Appalachian
Heritage, Appalachian Journal and Wild Sweet Notes: Fifty Years of West Virginia Poetry. She has published two collections of
her work: Bertha Butcher’s Coat and Alice Saw the Beauty along with a hand-sewn chapbook highlighting the seasons: Frogs,
Fog and Flourishes. We are delighted to have her lead a workshop at the Garden and share some of her work here:
Memorial Day─1994

Would that I could with words put together
bouquets as beautiful as those arranged
by my mother with her flying fingers.
But today, I place the peonies, as instructed,
into soaked floral bricks within oblong
containers and I take them to the graves.
Then I gather roses and other peonies, as
taught upon almost the first remembering,
and give those to Mother’s living friends.
Poet Mary Lucille DeBerry.

Photo by Catherine Cometti Samargo.
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─ Mary Lucille DeBerry
From Bertha Butcher’s Coat
First published in Appalachian Heritage 23 (Summer 1995)

