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The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve seeks to foster learning, inspiration, 
and well-being through the beauty and wonder of plants, the natural environment, and 

culturally enriching experiences.

Dear Friends of the WV Botanic Garden,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself to you as the new 
President of the Board of Directors for the garden for 2019. Prior 
to my new position, I served as the Vice-President for the garden in 
2018, and prior to that I served as a Board Member since fall of 2015. 
I have lived in Morgantown for approximately 7 years with my wife 
and 2 children.  My wife, Jennifer, is an epidemiologist with the CDC/
NIOSH and I am an Assistant Professor at West Virginia University in 
the Davis College. We are a very active family, and on top of our jobs, 
we are currently consumed with middle- and high-school academics 
and sports. We strive to balance being on-the-go many evenings and 
weekends throughout the year with quieter times.

 Given that my plate is quite full, it may seem like it could be a 
difficult decision for me to consider becoming the next board 
president. However, in reality, the decision to serve was very easy. I am confident that the 
success of the WV Botanic Garden is guaranteed due to its dedicated staff, volunteers, and 
fellow board members. The can-do attitude and willpower of those that serve the WV Botanic 
Garden is impressive. This spirit will make my job as board president much easier to say         
the least.

People ask me all of the time about my involvement in the Garden and what I know about 
anything ‘Botanic’. I think the best part of the Garden is its ability to bring together the 
community in a natural environment. Regardless of when you visit, there are always people 
of all ages and ability levels out and about. Whether it is hiking, running, taking pictures or 
just taking a short power nap on a hammock, there are always people engaged in something 
outside, and the Garden has something to offer no matter what the time of year. Our patrons 
come from many walks of life and have many different passions and personal views. The WV 
Botanic Garden is a great equalizer. My goal during this year is to continue this momentum and 
ensure that the West Virginia Botanic Garden continues to provide opportunities for everyone 
to enjoy the natural world.

WVBG: A Place for Community
   by Shawn Grushecky, Board President
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Shawn Grushecky (left) with fellow 
board members Dave Barnett and 
Victoria Cather.
Photo by Victoria Cather.

The Garden is open 
daily dawn to dusk.

Admission is free!
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Director’s Note   

Transition. Most organizations are always in some kind of change or passage 
to the next step. WVBG has been fortunate to 
have had great leaders in George Longenecker 
and most recently Bill Mills. As you read this, 
Bill has retired from the Executive Director 
position. Highly productive from day one 
nearly three years ago, Bill brought his energy, 
vision and amazing skill set to the Garden. He 
was instrumental in creating the Yagle and 
Long Walk Gardens as well as improving and 
enhancing existing garden areas. At the same 
time, he added several new trails as well as 
helping to start the very popular dinner series and development of plans for 
a future visitors center. Of course, ideas and vision are only the beginning. Bill 
could always be seen in the trenches — cleaning bathrooms, washing dishes, 
pulling weeds, cutting grass, managing staff and volunteers — completing all the 
details that make visiting WVBG a wonderful experience. Bill’s influence on the 
Garden will be enjoyed for years to come.

All of us that came in contact with Bill one way or another will miss him very 
much and hope he stays connected to WVBG for years to come. Fortunately, 
we have a strong board and staff to help lead the Garden to the next level. The 
Board is acting on a succession plan and feel confident we will find the next 
leader soon. In the interim, I am honored that the board has entrusted me with 
continuing the Garden’s mission. Together with Board and Staff we will continue 
to strive towards excellence. Thank you for your support and investment.

I look forward to seeing you in the Garden,

Dave Barnett

Bill Mills in the Garden. 
Photo by Randall Smith

by Dave Barnett, Interim Executive Director

The Perfect Place for Your Next Event   

Looking for a beautiful and unique place to host a private event? Maybe you 
are planning a wedding, office party, or special meeting? Consider the WVBG 
Education & Event Center. Depending on the date of your event and size of your 
group, you could rent just one level or the whole building. Both levels have 
stunning views of the reservoir basin through wall to wall sliding glass doors. 
The upper level features locally-sourced hickory flooring and access to the wrap-
around deck. The adjacent Event Lawn is also available for use when renting the 
facility. Tables and chairs as well as access to microwave and convection ovens, 
sink, and dishwasher are included in your rental. Best of all, this lovely building is 
situated in the West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve, nestled within 
Appalachian hillsides and surrounded by beautiful gardens, forests, and streams. 
For more information on rental options, visit our website, www.wvbg.org. Call 
304-322-2093 to make a reservation.



As many of you know, I have retired as the Executive Director of the West Virginia 
Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve. I am very thankful of my time at the Garden 
and for all of those who have helped in moving its mission forward in the past 
few years. The Garden would not be what it is without the dedication of a very 
hardworking staff, board of directors and its hundreds of volunteers. The Garden 
community is like the many fibers that are woven together to make a beautiful piece 
of cloth. I have had the honor of getting to know an entire new community here in 
Morgantown. Some of my favorite moments have been working in the gardens with 
volunteers, pulling weeds and planting, always accompanied by great far ranging 
conversations.

This past season saw bus-loads of school 
children arriving to explore the Garden. Their 
excitement is contagious and a joy to see. I feel 
very lucky to have had parents that brought me 
to forests, art museums, botanical gardens and the like. Those childhood trips formed 
the foundation for my working life. I hope the same for the children who experience the 
natural world here at the Garden.

The Garden has been working with Hannah Purdy and Kyle Bradley of HH Purdy & 
Associates and Scott Scarfone of Kimley-Horn and Association on the concept and 
design of a new Visitor Center that will be located within the heart of the Garden. It has 
been a pleasure to work with collaborative and visionary people. The building will put 
the Garden on the map, both here in West Virginia and in the region. In order for this 

building to be successful, we will need to build a second large event lawn that will be known as the Great Lawn, additional 
parking and supporting infrastructure. We are actively seeking a consortium of funding sources and support to see this 
project to fruition.

I will actively be helping move the mission of the Garden forward from retirement at our Blue Ridge mountain home.

A warm thank you to all who have made me feel so welcome and so encouraging of my work and for the hand of friendship.

Warm regards, Bill Mills

A Passage in Time
by Bill Mills, Past Executive Director
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We are delighted to continue the Season of Good Taste dinner series in 2019. Please purchase tickets online at www.wvbg.org.

AN EVENING WITH
LOST CREEK FARM

CHEF MIKE COSTELLO

BURGERS & BREWS NIGHT
WITH TABLE 9 AND SHORT STORY

CHEF MARK TASKER

SUMMER SUNDAY BRUNCH
IRON HORSE TAVERN

CHEF JOSH MCKENZIE

GREAT NOSHING AND
 DRINKS AT DUSK

TIN 202
CHEF JAKE BOECKEL

AN AUTUMN EVENING
WITH PROVENCE CAFE

CHEF ANNE HART

SATURDAY 
APRIL 27TH
6:00PM
$95

SATURDAY 
JUNE 22ND 
6:00PM
$50

SUNDAY 
JULY 21ST 
11:00AM
$65

FRIDAY 
SEPT 13TH 
6:00PM
$75

SUNDAY 
OCT 6TH 
6:00PM
$95

2019
JOIN THE
BOTANIC GARDEN 

IN A SERIES OF 

DINNERS BY
LOCAL CHEFS
WITH LOCAL 

FOOD 
ENJOY THE GARDEN
AND MINGLE WITH 

NEW FRIENDS

 
A
SEASON
OF
GOOD
TASTE

Join us for A Season of Good Taste!

Bill Mills (center) with Garden Keepers (from 
left) Carol Nix, Sandy Matuga, Eilish Burner, 
and Lynn Keener. Photo by Stacy Clovis-Woofter.

School children from North Elementary 
study pollinators at the WVBG. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.



The Wonderful World of Bulbs 
by Bill Mills, Guest Contributor
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The promise of spring is so powerful, fueling us through the cold of winter. As I write this, winter threatens us outside of 
our Blue Ridge Parkway home. A blanket of snow covers the ground but ice is predicted overnight. An insular blanket of 
snow is not unlike a warm comforter for the bulbs and plants nestled beneath. The snow helps temper the force of freezes 
and thaws, and keeps the soil from freezing more deeply. Here at our ridge-top home I have planted over two thousand 
bulbs this fall, all in large drifts in the fields that surround us. What are currently manicured acres of lawn will be allowed 
to grow into meadows with wide paths of turf that will allow for inviting strolls. The paths will become part of the overall 
design of the landscape. Since we will not be treating these areas with herbicides, only top dressings of compost and 
manure, it allows for bulbs to be safely naturalized.

This will be the first year we will witness spring in our new home, and that is part of my zeal in 
planting so much, but it takes many to produce an intoxicating display on several acres. A lifetime 
of gardening makes for many memories of friends and other gardeners. I often plant specific things 
to remind me of friends, especially those who no longer walk the earth with us. A great drift of 
Crocus vernus, a species of crocus that is native to the Balkans, Alps and Pyrenees is nestled on an 
uphill slope to be viewed as you enter our drive. They are almost ghostly in their pale lavender 
presence, being much smaller than hybrid Dutch Crocus. If happy, they tend to self-sow and the 
drifts will become larger and denser over time. They are there to celebrate Alice Decker, a women 
I met in my teenage years. I used to trespass on her stately grounds to explore her very mature 
landscape. One day she called to me from a covered porch and asked me to come speak to her. She was inquisitive about 
what I was up to. We immediately became friends, with plants being the focus. Alice was well into her nineties and shared 
stories of her amazing life as well as her sage gardening advice. Years ago Brent and Becky Heath of Brent & Becky’s Bulbs 
gifted me a thousand assorted narcissus that graced our Charleston woodland garden. The thousand plus new narcissus 
will remind me of them.

Many bulbs were planted at the West Virginia Botanic Garden this fall. If we can keep the deer at 
bay, there will be a nice flourish of Tulips at the entrance bed. We keep the foliage sprayed with a 
solution of 50% milk to keep them from dining on the foliage and flower buds. It works very well, 
though one has to be dedicated to the weekly regime. A group of Thursday volunteers planted 
hundreds of Spanish Bluebells along either side of the path that leads from the Shade Garden to the 
Rhododendron Garden. Hyacinthoides hispanica ‘Excelsior’ is a strong blue variety of this species 
and lends itself well to an informal, partly shaded woodland setting. If they are happy there, they 
too will self-sow and form yet larger drifts. This species is native to the Iberian Peninsula, other 
species of Hyacinthoides, possibly eleven in all, are native to Great 
Britain, Italy and the Mediterranean region. A white form, known as 
‘White City’ will be found along the Long Walk that overlooks the basin. 
Other mostly white bulbs have been planted along this walk. White 
flowers show up very well in shaded areas or in areas that one views 
at dusk. The color blue, a favorite, tends to recede in these conditions. 
The very elegant Leucojum aestivum, commonly known as Snowflakes, 
is native to Eurasia. Small white bells tipped in chartreuse hang from 
the tall stems. They are happy to grow in some of the damp areas found 

along this walk. They will form large clumps over time. Assorted white narcissus chosen for 
fragrance and form have also been tucked along the edge of this path.

Many other areas of the Garden are home to spring flowering bulbs. The earliest to show will 
be the Eranthis, small yellow buttercups, in the Rhododendron Garden. They too will spread by 
seeding over time. The last to be part of the display are some of the Allium that will be found in 
the borders of the Yagle Garden.

Bulbs are a treasure that help extend the life of a garden. They are easily tucked in between other plants. Many tend not 
to be browsed by deer, another great attribute. Take the time to explore this fascinating group of plants, international              
in scope.

Leucojum aestivum.
Photo by White Flower Farm.

Bulbs planted fall of 2017 
graced the Yagle Garden 
during spring of 2018.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Crocus vernus.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.



We are extremely grateful for all the generous donations that have been made to the West Virginia Botanic Garden in the last year. 
Following is the list of Friends of the WVBG and other donors from January 1, 2018, through January 15, 2019.
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(Continued on page 8)

Friends of the WVBG and Other Donors

+ Member who also donated to the Annual Appeal or made other additional donations.



(Continued on page 7)
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West Virginia Botanic Garden Spring 2019 Activities
Please pre-register for ALL activities at www.wvbg.org.

March 9, 10:00 a.m. Operation Bluebird: Beautiful eastern bluebirds are cavity-nesting birds, but are often out-competed for nesting sites 
by house sparrows or starlings. Luckily, bluebirds are happy to nest in special boxes made by humans. Learn more about bluebirds with Scott 
Cavallaro from Wild Birds Unlimited, including instructions on how to properly set-up and monitor a bluebird box or bluebird trail. All ages. Free 
for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

March 16, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Wood Relief Art Workshop^: Using found and recycled wood, participants will construct small (8 x 10-inch) mixed 
media relief tiles using cordless drills (provided). Water based paints and stains will be utilized to help finish these artworks, and hanging hardware 
will be built in so that participants’ creations will be ready for wall display. Dylan Collins, West Virginia University (WVU)  Assistant Professor of Art 
and Design will lead this workshop. Materials included. Ages 12 and up. All skill levels. $20 for WVBG members, $30 for non-members.

March 23, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Nature Drawing – Bark:  Seeing and Expressing Texture: Learn to capture impressions from nature in a field setting. In this 
workshop led by artist and author Linda S. Gribko, you’ll explore the woods of early spring and, through a series of quick sketches, will learn to render bark 
textures using a graphite pencil. Using bold strokes, you’ll express light, shadow, and detail in less than perfect renderings that will get you seeing nature in 
a new way. Materials will be provided or bring your own if you prefer. Ages 14 and up. $25 for WVBG members, $35 for non-members.

March 23, 7:00 p.m. Woodcock Walk: LeJay Graffious will lead a search for American Woodcocks displaying over the old reservoir from sunset to 
dusk. Come join us to witness this amazing spectacle! Dress warmly and bring a flashlight. All ages. Free for WVBG and Audubon members, $15 for 
non-members.

March 31, 2:00 p.m. Wetland/Amphibian Walk: WVU Professor Jim Anderson will lead us to and acquaint us with the frogs, toads, and other 
amphibians found in a variety of wetland habitats. Be prepared to get your shoes muddy. All ages. Free for members, $15 for non-members.

April 5, May 3 & June 7, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Friday Family Walks:  Join WVBG Education Director Erin Smaldone on the first Friday of each 
month for a short story followed by a walk around the Garden concluding with a simple craft. This easy, casual walk is a great way for children 
and their caretakers to get outside and enjoy nature and the company of others. The trail will accommodate “off road” strollers. All ages. Free for 
WVBG members. $15 per family suggested donation.

April 13, 10:00 a.m. Young Birders Walk:  It’s never too early to become a birder! This walk will introduce children of all ages and their parents 
to the wonder and joy of birds and bird watching. Bring binoculars and a bird guide if you have them. This walk is offered in conjunction with the 
West Virginia Young Birders Club and will be led by Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia’s Director Katie Fallon. All ages. Free. 

April 13, 1:00 p.m. When Nature Bites Back: Staying Safe Outdoors: Learn about the most common types of insect and animal bites, the diseases 
that they can carry, and how to stay safe when you are enjoying our state’s wild and wonderful outdoor activities this summer. Master Naturalist 
and public health specialist Rod Brundage will share simple ideas that can allow you to enjoy outdoor activities “bite free”, and what to do if you, a 
family member, or pet are bitten. All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members. 

April 14, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Great Spring Egg Hunt:  Join us for a fun afternoon of egg hunting and more! In collaboration with Cheat Lake, Life 
Above the Ordinary Magazine, and sponsored by the Cheat Lake Rotary, this event will include egg hunts for children ages 10 and under, a 
presentation by the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia including live birds, music, snacks, and more! The egg hunt will include special life-
like eggs for the children to find and learn about what real eggs of local birds look like. Free. Please pre-register.

April 27, 7:30 a.m. Spring Bird Walk: Join local birder LeJay Graffious on an early morning bird walk. We will be birding by eye and ear to search in the 
bushes and boughs for our feathered friends. Bring binoculars if you have them. All ages. Free for WVBG and Audubon members, $15 for non-members.

April 27, 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Intro to Painting with Encaustics^: Encaustic painting is the process of using melted and pigmented beeswax to 
create exciting, luminous paintings. Led by Amy Schissel, WVU assistant professor in painting, this workshop covers a brief history of the ancient 
medium, making paints from scratch, mixing colors, adding other media like paper, photo-transfers, and thread, and working safely with your 
materials. Each participant will walk away with one or more ready-to-hang works. Materials included. Ages 16 and up. All skill levels. $25 for WVBG 
members, $35 for non-members.

April 28, 2:00 p.m. Rock Painting for Kids: Be a Rock Artist!: Learn about the rock-painting trend. Paint rocks to keep or to drop in your 
community, spread inspiration, and see where they turn up! This program is being offered in conjunction with the Cheat Area Public Library. Wear 
clothes suitable for painting. Open to children of all ages with an accompanying adult. $5/child.

May 5, 10:00 a.m. BEing with Nature: Join Judith Clister 10:00-11:30 a.m. the first Sunday, May-October, for a time of contemplation/meditation 
with nature. Our hosts will be the writings of world known authors such as Mary Oliver, Rumi and Wendell Berry. We will gather for some readings 
and then spend time BEing in and with nature. Feel free to bring a journal, sketch book and/or camera to help record your discoveries. Ages 14 and 
up. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

May 5, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Printmaking Art Workshop^: During this workshop, we will use the natural surroundings at the WVBG as inspiration 
to create a one color relief print. Joseph Lupo, Professor of Printmaking at WVU, will instruct students as they sketch, compose and transfer a 
final drawing onto a relief block for carving and printing. During this time, we will talk about line, composition, detail and abstraction. Materials 
included. Ages 14 and up. All skill levels. $25 for WVBG members, $35 for non-members.



West Virginia Botanic Garden Spring 2019 Activities (Continued from page 6)
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May 8, 6:30 p.m. Container Water Gardening: Ever wonder what would be involved in having a container water garden on your deck or patio? 
Local gardener Linda Bagby will recount her experiences with planting, maintenance, and wildlife, and will demonstrate the set-up of a sample 
container water garden. Most appropriate for ages 12 and above. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

May 15, 6:30 p.m. From Walden Pond to Tibbs Run: Wild Flora in the Writings of Henry David Thoreau: Led by April McGinnis, WVU English 
PhD student, this program will explore Thoreau’s role as both writer and botanist. We’ll look at some of the plants that were prominent in 
his writing, many of which grow right here in Morgantown. Indoor presentation followed by short walk. Most appropriate for adults but all 
welcome. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

May 19, 10:00 a.m – 1:00 p.m. Nature Drawing – Leaves:  Drawing the Third Dimension When Your Subject Looks Flat^: Learn to create the 
illusion of volume when your subject appears 2-dimensional. In this workshop, led by artist and author Linda S. Gribko, you’ll learn how to 
suggest the subtle highs and lows of the surface of a leaf using a graphite pencil. Using differential shading and cast shadow, you’ll create a 
drawing of a leaf that seems to rise up from your paper and appear lifelike. You’ll also gain confidence in rendering enough detail to create a 
realistic drawing without getting hopelessly lost in the minutiae. Materials will be provided or bring your own if you prefer. Ages 14 and up. $25 for 
WVBG members, $35 for non-members.

May 29, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Botanic Garden Observations: Field Journaling^: Learn to draw near and far with Kellie Cole, architect and field 
educator, at the WVBG. Look at nature up close in the Secret Garden as we draw patterns of ferns within a stand of Hemlocks. Then we will 
move across the reservoir basin to sketch the basin’s low growth alder and hillside trees afar. Unearth your own creativity by trying something 
new within the blooming setting of the Botanic Garden this summer. Discover what more there is to know when you slow down and draw what 
you see in nature. Materials provided, or bring your own sketchbook and pencil if you prefer. All ages. $20 for WVBG members, $30 for non-
members.

June 2, 2:00 p.m. Magnificent Monarch Butterflies: Join us to learn about the Monarch butterfly life cycle, magnificent migration, habitat needs, 
and conservation opportunities for citizen scientists and gardeners of all ages. Led by WVBG Education Specialist Stacy Clovis-Woofter, this 
program and walk will also feature recent conservation efforts to assist Monarchs world-wide as well as Monarch-friendly species you can plant 
at home or in your community garden.  All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

June 5, 6:30 p.m. Earth Box Container Gardening: Join Master Gardener Jim Rye to learn how to container garden in an Earth Box as well as 
principles underlying how it works. Two warm season Earthbox crops - malabar spinach and basil - will be discussed. All ages. Free for WVBG 
members, $15 for non-members.

June 9, 2:00-5:00 p.m. Exploring Landscape Painting^: Landscape painting will be taught by West Virginia artist and retired art professor John 
C. Clovis. With a strong focus on process and self-expression, learn how to choose what to paint, make preliminary studies, and begin to create a 
painting with focus on specific artistic elements. Workshop will include personal examples of Clovis’s artistic process from early sketches to finished 
landscape painting, and is most appropriate for participants of beginning-intermediate skill level ages 14 and up. Materials will be provided although 
participants are welcome to bring their own sketch books & art supplies if desired. $25 for WVBG members, $35 for non-members.

June 15, 10:00 a.m – 1:00 p.m. Family Forager Fun Run: This event will consist of a one-mile fun run for children ages 6-12 (split into two 
age groups) combined with an educational activity for the entire family with a focus on learning about what hunter-gatherers collected from 
our Appalachian woodlands for food and survival. Prizes will be awarded for top male and female race finishers in each age group as well as 
the top three families to complete the foraging activity. Healthy snacks will also be served and every participant will go home with a special 
commemorative bandana! Preregistration until May 31st 2019 is $10 per individual with a maximum registration of $40 per family (i.e., 4 or 
more participants). Onsite registration the day of the race is $15 for individual and $45/family.

June 22, 10:00 a.m – 1:00 p.m. Nature Photography Workshop^: Local photographer Dave Smaldone will teach participants how to use simple 
settings on their digital cameras (no smartphones, please), give compositional tips, and encourage seeing creatively in a variety of natural 
settings. Beginner and intermediate photographers ages 12 and up welcome. $15 for WVBG members; $25 for non-members.

* All activities take place at the West Virginia Botanic Garden, 1061 Tyrone Road., Morgantown, WV 26508.

* Programs will last 1.5-2 hours unless otherwise noted.  

* Please refrain from bringing your pet to activities.  Thank you.

* Please register for all activities online at www.wvbg.org.

^ This workshop is part of our Arts in the Garden series, which is partially funded through a Community Arts Grant, made possible by the City of 
Morgantown and Monongalia County Commission through a collaborative effort between Your Community Foundation and Arts Mon. 



Carol Burdick
Nelle Chilton
Frank G. Cox
Doris Dailey
Andrea Dalton
Elaine D’Alessandri +
Terri Lynn Day
Jan Derry
Mary Ann Dotson +
Nicole Edwards
Raymond Fish
Melanie Fisher
Pam Ford
Wanda Franz
Alice Frost
MaryAnn Gallagher
Nicole Gauthier-Schatz
Linda Gribko
Mary Gribko
Barbara Gutman
Judy A. Guye-Swanson
Larry Guzzi +
Denise Gwinn
Linda Herbst
Renee Hill
Mary Lee Hooks
Andrea & Fred Horton +
Yvonne Howdershelt
Cynthia Huebner +
Ann Hutchison
Gay Kline
Mary Ellen Koenn
Diana Krinke
Priscilla Lawson
Andrew Longenecker
Kathryn Madison
Doretta Ann Malone
Tim Manchin +
Gwen Marshall
Alan McEwen
Frances McVay
Holly Moses
Barbara Myers
Carol Nix
Delores Perry
Tom Pue +
Lizbeth Pyle +
Donald Reinke
Sharon Richman
Janet Robbins
Julie Robinson
Lynne Schwartz-Barker
Paul Smith
Carol & Roy Spears
Pat Stanton +
Robert Stevens
Chuck Stewart +
Judith Gold Stitzel
Nancy Stout
Martha Summers +
Ruth Tunick
Dan Twardus
Nancy Ulrich +
Therese Vanzo
Debbie Warner
Carolyn Welcker +
Mark Westbrook
Grace Wigal

Sally Wilts
Samantha Winstanley
Melody Woods
Cynthia L Woodward
Laura Yokochi

Student
Ryan Brown
Lauren Luci
Heather Myers

Appeal & Other Donors
Jim Abrams
Loren & Sara Anderson
Billy & Carolyn Atkins
Darrel & Vicki Auch
Laurie Bartolotta
Thomas and Ellen Beal
John & Carol Beall
EJ Belling
Gwen Bergner
Diane and Ed Berry
Birgitta Brown
Rodney & Kathy Brundage
Grace Budway
Terra Burnett
Bob Burton
Marcus & Cheryl Carnegie
Glenna Cather
Richard Chinn
Myrna Coffey
Susan Cook
Susan & Edward Crowell
Daniel & Nancy DeFeo
David Dolph
Graeme & Jane Donovan
Gwen & Sanford Emery
Barbara Fleischauer & 
  Robert Bastress
Sandra Gentile
Lynda and Richard Goldberg
Jeanie & Ben Hardesty
Tori & Waller Hardy
Erin Hartman
Terry & Rochelle Henthorne
Lea and Erik Herron
Joel & Chrissy Huber
Robert Johnston & Margaret 
Palmer
Jack & Irene Keeley
Ann Kelley
Kazunari & Mary Koike
Cindy Kozakewich
J Thomas Lane
Lucretia Lee
Philip & Rebecca Lepanto
Nicole Linger
Chet & Joanne Longenecker
Thomas & Audrey Lutz
Michael & Kimberly Maynard
Davis & Mary McClure
Michael & Phyllis McMillion
Carol & Kenneth Means
Jeff and Pam Mitchell
Kathryn Moffett-Bradford
Jonathon Moore & Sarah Bowes
Morgan & Nancy Mosser
Prasadarao & Jayasree Mukkamala

Ade & Ellen Neidermeyer
Sue Olcott
Janet Paladino & Joel Erion
Vaikunth, Beena & Arpan Prabhu
Jeff Priddy
Henry Rauch & Dorothy Rauch
Eleanor & John Renton
Helen Sperry
Nancy Spillane
Mary Stanley
Kirsten Stephan
Cynthia & David Straface
Karen Taddie
Alan & Liva Tucker
Bill & Harriett Van Voorhis
Lorna Waddell & Charles Howard
Todd & Elizabeth Ware
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Wassynger, Jr.
Jon & Donna Weems
Katherine Wellford
Ronald Wilson
Mary Wimmer
Rachel & Todd Wood
Jim & Gail Woolwine
Frances Zepp

Organizational Donors
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Rhododendron Society/
  Mid Atlantic Chapter
Bridgeport Garden Club
Buffalo Wild Wings
Campus Club Gourmet Group
Cleaningservices, LLC
Cranberry Garden Club
Davis Home Inspections
Dominion Energy Matching
  Program
Emma Scott Garden Club
Euclid Telecom
Fair Play LLC
Fairheights Garden Club
Gentle Dental Care
Goff Plaza Garden Club
Greater Morgantown CVB
Green Hills Garden Club
Home Savings Charitable 
  Foundation
Howard Hanna
Kroger
Labyrinth Solutions
Lincoln Financial Securities
MedExpress Urgent Care
Mon County Master Gardeners
Monongahela Master Naturalist 
  Program
Monongalia County Council of 
  Garden Clubs
Mountain State Wellness
MVB Bank, Inc.
Nico Spalon
Old Colony Company of 
  Morgantown
Orion Financial, LLC
Plantology Emporium
Pray Works
Pringle Tree CEOS
Susan C. Capelle, M.D.

Taziki’s
TerraSalis
Valley Hills Garden Club
West Electric & Machine Co., Inc.
West Virginia Garden Club, Inc.
WVU School of Dentistry

Granting Agencies
Arts Monongahela
Cheat Lake Rotary Club
Chingos Foundation
City of Morgantown
EQT Foundation
George W. Bowers Family 
Charitable Trust
Lynch Foundation
Monongalia County Commission
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
The Oakland Foundation
The Service League of 
  Morgantown, Inc.
Weldon Family Foundation
Women’s Giving Circle
Memorial/Honorarium/Tribute 
Donors
Bonnie and Dave Alkire
Valena Beety
Paul Callaway
Joseph & Catherine Gaul
Kathleen Gaul
Meg & Bob Henderson
Jonathan Kurland
Laura Kurth
Otis Laury
Lee Levine & Richard Hess
The Martinez Family Trust
Karena Martinez
Margaret McCardle
The Estate of Elizabeth Mills
Barbara Paul
Deirdre & Wally Purdy
Walter Riedmiller
Gerald & Christine Siess
Betty Skaggs
Clarke Vandervort
James White

In-Kind Donors
Andre & Betty
BFS Ag Services Inc.
Fox’s Pizza Den - Cheat Lake 
HH Purdy Architects, LLC 
Lisa Bridges
Jordan Kiger with Joe Pyle 
  Auctioneers
Lowe’s
Michelle Witt
Modern Homestead
Owl Creek Farm
Jason Savage
Aaron Sears
Short Story Brewing
Trellis Smith
WVU Natural History Museum

    8   Spring 2019

Thanks also to our many donors who wish to remain annonymous. If your name is not listed and you would like it listed in 
future publications, please contact us at info@wvbg.org or 304-322-2093.

Friends of the WVBG and Other Donors (Continued from page 5)



Our Native Ginger, Asarum & Hexastylis
           by Bill Mills, Guest Contributor

I first explored West Virginia when I moved to rural Roane County. We lived very off the grid 
for a while, no electricity, a road that was sometimes passable, and running water that was 
provided from a great spring, the water pumped by a gasoline motor to a cistern in the eaves of 
the barn. That water was a pleasure. On the walk down the hill to the spring, wild ginger (Asarum 
canadense) was abundant. Its heart shaped, somewhat leathery leaves formed a ground cover in 
soil that was rich in humus and almost constantly moist but well drained. I think this is the most 
well-known and abundant of the ginger that grows in West Virginia. My sister showed me the 
brown flowers my first spring. I was amazed how hidden they were, so easily overlooked. Ants 
and other crawling insects pollinate these hidden flowers that hug the ground. That first growing 
season I harvested enough of the fleshy roots to make a great gingerbread cake. The flavor of this 
native is close to that of the more common culinary ginger, Zingiber officinale, a tropical Asian 
species. If you can replicate the moist, rich organic soil that this plant is found in naturally, it can 
be established in a shaded garden. It is not a rapid grower, but its beauty and charm are worth 
the wait. A couple of cultivars exist, a dwarf semi-evergreen form and one that is larger and more 
robust than the species. 

As with many plants, some Asarum have been given a new name. Notably these are the evergreen 
species now known as Hexastylis. The two evergreen species found in our state are quite similar. 
Hexastylis virginica is quite prostrate with rather rounded to heart-shaped, evergreen foliage 
with silver markings. Hexastylis shuttleworthii has larger elongated, heart-shaped foliage with 
silver mottling. There are several selected cultivars of this species as well. One needs to be 
patient establishing these beauties as they spread quite slowly. One would never consider them 
rambunctious. 

A well-known garden variety, and a very classy one at that, is Asarum europeaum, the European 
Ginger. It has very glossy leaves that are held closely together, forming a great colony over time. This 
glossy foliage works well with more delicate foliage such as ferns. This was the first ginger that I 
grew. 

Those of us who find such subtle plants intriguing will find seven offerings in Tony Avent’s Plant Delight Catalog, www.
plantdelights.com. It takes a healthy credit limit to shop with Tony, but what offerings he has. Hardy only in zone 7a and warmer 
is the Chinese giant, Asarum nobilissimum ‘Deep Throat’ with glossy leaves up to 8” and stunning 4” flowers. There are other 
gems to choose from for our colder zones. It takes me several days to read my way through his offerings, slowly amassing an 
exciting order.
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Wild ginger (asarum canadense). 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Creating a Community Within Our Membership  

As you experience the Garden and all that it has to offer you, we recognize that you may have observations that you’d like to share 
or questions about gardening you’d like to have answered by an expert. In an effort to enhance our member community and 
cultivate conversations between members and the WVBG staff, we are in the process of creating two new ways to embrace the 
garden lifestyle and explore topics that are important to you. 

The first opportunity is through social media. Currently the WVBG has a Facebook page that reaches over 5,000 people; however, 
we want to create a unique experience for our membership by creating a closed, members-only group Facebook page to talk with 
one another. It will be a space to discuss all things WVBG & gardening! Developing more personal relationships with our WVBG 
community, we hope to offer opportunities for garden experts and novices to learn from each other and for WVBG enthusiasts to 
share stories of unique experiences and adventures that make the Garden such a magical place to go explore! If you would like to 
be invited to join this group of nature lovers, contact the Development Director, Megan Hauser, at megan@wvbg.org.  

The second opportunity is through email. Members will automatically receive a members-only email through Constant Contact 
called “Members Connect.”  If you have previously unsubscribed from our Constant Contact emails, you will not be included 
unless you notify us. Provided quarterly, topics may include benefits, members-only activities, sneak peaks at WVBG happenings, 
and more.  Be sure to look for it in your in-box in the upcoming months. Also, be on the lookout for upcoming pop-up member 
appreciation activities!

by Megan Hauser, Development Director

Hexastylis shuttleworthii. 
Photo from Wikipedia.
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Community and Student Volunteers Help the Garden Grow
by Kay Jones, Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteers help the Garden grow. During 2018, WVU students completing non-paid internships 
contributed approximately 500 hours of volunteer service to the Garden. As our connections with 
WVU grow, more students will be volunteering, participating in the federal work study program, 
and earning credits through non-paid internships. Other community volunteers contributed 
approximately 3,000 hours of service. We thank you all!

We are especially grateful to WVU undergraduate student Eilish Burner, who contributed 
approximately 250 hours of service in 2018 to complete a non-paid internship in Communication 
Studies. She was a garden greeter, a program assistant, a server at several of the fundraising dinners, 
and a “wicked weeder,” helping to maintain our gardens. Eilish is continuing her studies at WVU as a 
graduate student in Public Administration, and she plans to continue working in our gardens as her 
schedule allows.

Do you like to weed, plant, water, and mulch? Join our garden maintenance crew. 
Would you like to help maintain trails for visitors? Join our Weekday Warriors. 

Do you like to meet new people? Be a garden greeter. Do you have an expertise in gardening or natural 
history? Offer an educational program. Do you participate in many of the educational walks and 
programs? Perhaps you could assist with those programs. Do you enjoy planning events? Be on our events 
committee. There are many opportunities to volunteer at WVBG. Complete the online application at wvbg.
org to begin your volunteer service to our organization. I look forward to hearing from you!

Student intern 
Eilish Burner. 
Photo courtesy of 
Eilish Burner.

A Helping Hand for Nature Education
           by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

As a nature educator and Education Director at the WVBG, I have a passion for teaching 
people about the amazing world in which we live as well as sharing the natural bounty that 
exists here at the Garden. I enjoy the fact that anyone can take a walk at the Garden and 
be inspired, awakened, and intrigued by nature for free anytime they like (during daylight 
hours, of course). On the other hand, running an education department including a full year-
round activity schedule, summer nature camps, school field trips, special events, and other 
special programs takes funding. Some of what we need comes to us through participant 
fees and membership dues. A lot of what keeps us going and growing, however, comes from 
private donations and grants. I would like to take a moment to thank some of the people and 
organizations who helped make the education program at 
the WVBG last year possible. Please see below for a list of 

donors and what the donations helped to fund. If you or your organization are interested 
in donating to educational programming at the WVBG, please contact me at Erin@wvbg.
org or 304-322-2093. Every little bit counts and every donation is truly appreciated. Thank 
you!

The Weldon Family Foundation – Summer Nature Camps and the Fall Children’s Festival

The Lynch Foundation – Printing expenses associated with newsletters and activity schedules

Community Arts Foundation – Arts in the Garden workshop series (continuing spring 2019)

Women’s Giving Circle of North Central West Virginia – Natural Wellness for Girls Program 

Valley Hills Garden Club – Laptop computer for use in educational programming; Summer camp scholarship

Campers investigate an insect they 
found during summer nature camp. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Children show off their butterfly craft 
made after a Friday Family Walk. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

A child at the Fall Children’s 
Festival gets a hug from 
student intern Emilee Austin, 
dressed as a “garden fairy.” 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.



Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

WVBG Members Receive Discounts at Businesses
Members of the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden at the Contributor level or above can receive discounts by showing 
their membership card at the businesses listed below. Information about discount amounts and any restrictions that apply can be 
found on the WVBG website under “nursery discount program.”
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Benson’s Lawn Systems Inc. 
Morgantown, WV 

Biafore Landscape Development
Morgantown, WV

Flowerscapes
Charleston, WV 

Mary’s Greenhouse/Terra Flora Landscaping 
Elkins, WV

Modern Homestead 
Reedsville, WV

Perennial Favorites, LLC
Huntington, WV 
    
 

Welcome to the members who have joined between October 1 and December 31, 2018.

  Name___________________________________________________________________________________Preferred Telephone #_______________________________

 Address________________________________________________________________City_______________________________________State______Zip___________

 Email______________________________________________  (Provide email to receive WVBG updates, including link to online newsletter.)              
   Check here if you prefer to receive newsletter by postal mail.           WVBG may publish my name.     Yes   No             
    Contact me about gift memberships.                    I am including an additional tax-deductible contribution of $____________________  
   My company has a matching gift program, and I have enclosed the form/information.

 
Please make checks payable to West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. and return form with payment to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB #121, Morgantown, WV 26508. Thank you!

Greenleaf Landscapes Inc.  
Marietta, OH

Gritts Midway Greenhouse
Red House, WV

Highland Landscaping, LLC
Buckhannon, WV

 

Rich Farms Nursery  
Smithfield, PA

Sunshine Farm and Gardens 
Renick, WV 

Mt. Zion Nursery 
Fairmont, WV

Welcome New Members!

Household
Alexandria Allen
Constance & Neil Bucklew
David Davis
Dustin, Megan & Sierra Fisher
Patricia Johns
Hannah Purdy

Individual 
Linda Batiste
Mary Lee Hooks
Nancy Ulrich
Jill Woisnet
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US Postage paid
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Permit #108

    12   Spring 2019

We are excited to be offering two new family-oriented events at the Garden this spring (see page 6 for a complete list of 
activities and descriptions). 

On April 14, we will be hosting the Great Spring Egg Hunt. This event is being organized through a 
partnership between the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Cheat Lake, Life Above the Ordinary magazine, 
and Cheat Lake Rotary. This free community event goes beyond your typical egg hunt – some of the 
plastic eggs will be painted to look like the real eggs of local birds, and in addition to a candy treat, 
children will find a sticker of the bird species inside! The Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia will 
join the fun with more information about real bird eggs and live bird demonstrations. Music, food, and 
other fun activities will also be included.

For those families wanting to stretch their legs a bit more and learn about local foraging practices, we are 
hosting the Family Forager Fun Run on June 15. This event will consist of a one-mile fun run for children 
ages 6-12 (split into two age groups) combined with an educational activity for the entire family with a 
focus on learning about what hunter-gatherers collected from our Appalachian woodlands for food and survival. Prizes 
will be awarded for top male and female race finishers in each age group as well as the top three families to complete the 
foraging activity. Healthy snacks will also be served and every participant will go home with a special commemorative 
bandana! 
Other youth and family-oriented programs this spring include monthly family walks, young birders walk, rock painting, 
and a sunprint art workshop. We look forward to seeing you and your family at the Garden this spring!

Two New Family Events Coming this Spring!
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

Look for these lifelike 
eggs at the Great 
Spring Egg Hunt.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.


