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The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve seeks to foster learning, inspiration, 
and well-being through the beauty and wonder of plants, the natural environment, and 

culturally enriching experiences.

From hemlock and rhododendron forests, to natural wetlands, to cultivated gardens there is 
always something to see at the WVBG. The flora is rich in Appalachian native species and the 
fauna that make their home here are to be cherished. Of concern in recent years is the decline 
in many species of animals worldwide. Examples include fungus attacking amphibians with 
over 200 species of frogs becoming endangered, and observations that insect numbers may 
be in sharp decline. For insects, there is a growing awareness that we can do more to support 
key species, including butterflies and other pollinators, by enriching what we plant so that we 
support their health and abundance. 

Steps we can take to help insects include planting more 
distinctive selections of plant nectar sources and larval host 
plants. For instance, monarch butterflies require milkweed 
(genus Asclepias) as a host plant for larvae development. 
More and more people are now planting milkweed for the 
monarchs, and the past year did show an increase in the 
overwintering population in Mexico after years of decline. 
Spicebush swallowtails require plants in the Lauraceae family, 
which includes Spicebush (Lindera bezoin); Sassafras (Sassafras 
albidum); and Tuliptree (Liriodendron tulipifera), all present at 
the WVBG. Another butterfly, the zebra swallowtail, requires 
Pawpaw trees for its larval development and the Botanic Garden 
is looking to add a patch of Pawpaws soon.

Also under development is a pollinator garden in the meadow 
below the Yagle Garden. We have tilled the soil and have sown a diverse variety of wildflowers 
specifically designed to support butterflies, native bees, and hummingbirds (see www.
kitchengardenseeds.com for habitat garden selections). This effort may take a season or two 
to be fully established, but please come out to the garden throughout the year to see not only 
the wonderful flora but also the abundant fauna that is supported by this rich habitat.

The Ecology of Our Gardens… Flora and Fauna Fun!
by Dave Davis, WVBG Groundskeeper
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A female tiger swallowtail butterfly 
and two species of bee visit a cup 
plant (Silphium perfoliatum) at the 
WVBG. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

The Garden is 
open daily dawn 

to dusk.

Admission is free!
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& Philip Smith.

My farm in Roane County has been in my family 
since before there was a West Virginia. I come 
from a long lineage of mountaineers whose 
cultural values and strong connection to nature 
has kept them tied to this land for generations. 
Like my relatives before me, I’ve also stubbornly 
refused to leave the Mountain State for 
opportunities elsewhere. I have chosen to spend 
my life advancing conservation goals for our 
state’s natural environment and helping others 
to connect with the land. The West Virginia 
Botanic Garden is an unparalleled platform for 
showcasing our natural world to the public in an 
engaging and compelling way. We are more than pretty flowers! That’s why 
I’m so thrilled to become part of the team at WVBG. 

The story of WVBG is one where you as a member play the lead role. Many 
of you volunteer time and donate your hard-earned resources. These 
contributions all make impacts that reach beyond tomorrow to build a 
foundation and legacy. I allow myself to look ahead 100 years at what this 
place will become; I set no limits to that dream and see the work done in 
these early years as critically important. Visitors of WVBG in the year 2119 
will celebrate our work with pride and admiration. 

I want to thank our past executive directors and volunteer leaders for 
developing WVBG into such a wonderful place. I am following in the 
footsteps of giants, and I will work tirelessly towards increasing our 
momentum forward. My role in encouraging interaction between the public 
and nature is a great responsibility. It is also an adventure. Thankfully, there 
are many heroes among us that share that same responsibility and passion. 
The staff and volunteers here at the Garden run on rocket fuel!  

As executive director, my challenge is to determine our visitor’s 
expectations and exceed them. Now, I want to offer a challenge for you.  For 
those who cannot donate time or resources, you can help activate a legacy 
for WVBG by becoming a garden ambassador. Post your West Virginia 
Botanic Garden photos and stories on social media. Tell your friends about 
what’s happening here. Encourage others to become members. Together, we 
can make this place even more incredible. 

A Note from the (new) Director
by Philip Smith, Executive Director

Our new Executive Director, 
Philip Smith. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Welcome Dave Davis, Groundskeeper
You may have noticed a new name on the cover of 
this newsletter and a new face at the Garden. Dave 
Davis started as Groundskeeper at the WVBG this 
April. Dave recently retired from a corporate career 
as a developer of life science learning programs to be 
close to his 120-acre Preston County retreat. David 
has significant experience developing gardens and 
holds degrees in Animal Sciences, Agriculture and 
Entomology.  In his short time here, he has already 
become an important and valued member of our 
team. Welcome Dave!

Dave Davis at work in the 
Garden. Photo by Philip Smith.



Mark your calendars as we plan to host the WVBG Annual Garden Party fundraiser on Sunday August 18, 2019, from 4:00 
to 7:30 p.m. This year’s event at the Garden, “Birds, Bees, Flowers, Trees” promises to be yet another exciting and fun event 
and is a vital part of ongoing fund-raising efforts to support continuing development of the Garden.  This year’s event will 
feature entertainment by the dynamic string trio, The Elk River Ramblers, and culinary delights by award winning Chefs 
Dale Hawkins & Teresa Lipps with Fish Hawk Acres! We always have an amazing selection of silent and live auction items 
to bid on at the event, and sponsorships from community businesses and individuals help us pull it all off. If you would like 
to donate an item, experience, or getaway or if you would like to consider being a sponsor, please contact Victoria Cather at 
304-685-0196.  Sponsorship forms are also available on our website under the “Corporate Donation” tab. We hope to see 
you there!

 

Join us at our Annual Garden Party Event!
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In spite of the cool temperatures, the tiny spring peeper frogs were singing lustily on St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) for our 
members-only pop-up event. Thirty-two members came out for a short lecture from WVBG Board member, Zach Fowler, 

who instructed everyone about the variety of frog songs we might expect to hear at the WVBG 
in different seasons. The twilight walk around the reservoir basin brought members close to 
the peeper chorus and to a wonderful surprise! Everyone got a great view of a long-billed, 
brown-toned American woodcock right off the trail! The members gathered with some warm 
beverages and green snacks after the stroll, did an indoor word-search for frog and WVBG-
related terms, and socialized. Three-year old Jason Smaldone expressed the overall sentiment 
of the group, “It was a good party. I would like to go to another one at the Botanic Garden.” 

Well there is good news for Jason and all WVBG members! Our next members-only event will 
be a family movie night on Friday, July 12. Weather permitting, members will be invited to 
bring their blankets and lawn chairs to sit out on the event lawn and enjoy a summer evening 
at the Garden. More information will be provided closer to the event. There is plenty of time 
to join if you are not a member yet! These events are one way the WVBG wants to show its 
appreciation to our members whose financial support makes it possible for the Garden to 
grow and for our community to thrive.

Members Welcome Spring at the St. Patty’s and Peepers Pop-Up Event

WVBG members enjoy a walk at 
the Garden in search of spring 
peepers. Photo by Megan Hauser.
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WVBG Summer Activities Schedule (Continued on page 5)

Note: we are now asking that participants pre-register for ALL activities. A link to register is at the end of each activity description on the 
activities schedule page of the WVBG website, www.wvbg.org or on our Facebook event listing.

July 2 & 9, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Evening Yoga in the Garden (Session 1): Join Yoga instructor Erica Metzner for an hour of yoga flow. Bring an 
awareness to your breath with a sequence of poses designed to work your body and quiet your mind. Come prepared to sweat a little and leave 
feeling relaxed by the sounds of nature. No prior yoga experience is necessary. Bring a mat if you have one. All ages. $12 for WVBG members, 
$15 for non-members.

July 5, August 2, & September 6, 10:00 a.m. Friday Family Walk: Join WVBG Education Director Erin Smaldone on the first Friday of each month 
for a short nature-themed story followed by a walk around the Garden concluding with a simple craft. This easy, casual walk is a great way for 
children and their caretakers to get outside and enjoy nature and the company of others. The trail will accommodate “off road” strollers. All 
ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 suggested donation/family for non-members.

July 7, August 4, and September 1, 10:00 a.m. BEing with Nature: Join Judith Clister 10:00-11:30 a.m. the first Sunday, May-October, for a time 
of contemplation/meditation with nature. Our hosts will be the writings of world known authors such as Mary Oliver, Rumi and Wendell Berry. 
We will gather for some readings and then spend time BEing in and with nature. Feel free to bring a journal, sketch book, and/or camera to help 
record your discoveries. Ages 14 and up. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

July 7, 2:00 p.m. Outlander Plants: Are you an Outlander fan? Meet others who enjoy the books by Diana Gabaldon and the TV show on STARZ 
to find 10 plants in the Garden that are noted in the series. After locating these plants, gather in the Education and Event Center for Scottish 
snacks and a presentation by fellow Outlander Fan Kay Jones that will include photos of plants, quotes from the books, and video-clips from the 
TV show about these plants and others. Learn how selected plants enrich the story and how they were used by WW II Combat Nurse Claire to 
make medicines in 1745.  Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

July 18 & 25, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Evening Yoga in the Garden (Session 2): Please come join yoga instructor Jessy Coffman in the garden for an all-
levels vinyasa flow class incorporating the inspirations of nature surrounding us as we practice. This hour-long practice will teach breathing 
techniques to relax and build heat within our bodies, yoga postures to strengthen and lengthen our muscles, and a guided relaxation to help 
calm the mind, body, and spirit, and incorporate a space for meditation to quiet the inner Self.  Bring your favorite yoga mat or we have yoga 
mats and blocks to share. All ages. $12 for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

July 20, 10:30 a.m. Insect Walk: Join Sue Olcott, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources wildlife diversity biologist, as we go in search of 
winged wonders. Learn to identify butterflies at the butterfly garden and watch for other jewels of the sky as we walk the reservoir trail. This 
walk is dependent upon warm dry weather. All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

July 21, 11:00 a.m. Sunday Brunch: Join us as Chef Josh McKenzie of Morgantown’s Iron Horse tavern uses his creative flare to prepare a 
delectable array of brunch entrees and libations to bring in the lazy days of summer. Guitarist Nathan Stewart, manager at Iron Horse, will 
provide musical entertainment.  $65 per person. 

July 27, 10:00 a.m. Young Birders Walk: It’s never too early to become a birder! This walk will introduce children of all ages and their parents to 
the wonder and joy of birds and bird watching. Bring binoculars and a bird guide if you have them. This walk is offered in conjunction with the 
West Virginia Young Birders Club and will be led by Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia’s Director Katie Fallon. All ages. Free. 

August 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, 9:00-10:00 a.m. Morning Yoga in the Garden: Join yoga instructor Heidi Sherwin to connect with nature, rejuvenate 
energy, and experience relaxation through yoga. The beauty and serenity of the garden setting provides the perfect environment to stretch, 
strengthen, center, breathe, and relax. All skill levels are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, sunscreen, sunglasses, and small hand towel.  $12/
class, $50 for series for WVBG members, $15/class, $65 for series for non-members.

August 3, 10:00 a.m. Animals of the Botanic Garden: Join WVU Master Gardener Candidate Zac Morton to learn about the many animals that 
make their home in the Botanic Garden. This family-friendly program will include an indoor presentation followed by a walk around the WVBG 
in search of wildlife! All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

August 6, 6:00 p.m. Geocaching! Join the world’s largest treasure hunt: Learn about the family friendly game of geocaching, visit with 
veteran geocachers from the area, and play some fun games as we host a Geocaching 101 Event at the WVBG. Led by Chris Matlick with the 
Mountaineer Area Geocaching Persons of Interest (MAGPI). Bring a smartphone with a geocaching app loaded or a handheld GPS unit. All ages. 
Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

August 18, 4:00 - 7:30 p.m. Birds, Bees, Flowers, Trees: This year’s event will feature entertainment by the dynamic string trio, The Elk River 
Ramblers, and culinary delights by award winning Chefs, Dale Hawkins & Teresa Lipps with Fish Hawk Acres! We will also have an amazing 
selection of silent and live auction items to bid on. We hope to see you there! All ages. $85 per person. 

(Continued on page 5)
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August 24, 10:00 a.m. Wildflower Walk: With local naturalist Ellen Hrabovsky, we will explore the plethora of summer wildflowers found 
around the reservoir basin. A wildflower book is helpful. All ages. Free for WVBG members; $15 for non-members. 

August 31, 10:00 a.m. WV Butterflies and Pollinators Workshop: Please join Dave Davis, PhD., groundskeeper of the WVBG, at our new 
pollinator garden to learn about native butterflies and pollinators in West Virginia.  Dave will focus on swallowtail and monarch butterflies, 
their host plants, and many native bees that occur in the area. Participants will also have the opportunity to take home some pollinator-friendly 
plants to get them started on supporting these wonderful insects at home. All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

September 4, 6:30 p.m. Extend Your Growing Season with a Low Tunnel: This program by Jim Rye, Monongalia County Master Gardener, 
will explain how to use a simple low tunnel to extend the growing season, with emphasis on growing arugula and other cold-hardy greens. 
Discussion will include how to build these structures and use them to start some vegetables earlier in spring. Most appropriate for adults. Free 
for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

September 7, 7:30 a.m. Fall Bird Walk: Orion Metheny with Mountaineer Audubon will lead us on an early morning bird walk in search of fall 
migrants and other resident birds found in the diverse habitats of the WVBG. Bring binoculars and a bird guide if you have them. All ages. Free 
for WVBG & Audubon members, $15 non-members.

September 7, 7:30 p.m. A Tour of the Night Sky: WVU Associate Professor of Physics and Astronomy, D.J. Pisano, will be leading a tour of the 
night sky. The evening will start with a talk about some of the highlights in the night sky, including planets, star clusters, and galaxies. This will be 
followed, weather permitting, with the opportunity to look at some of these objects through telescopes. All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 
non-members.

September 13, 6:00 p.m. Great Noshing & Drinks at Dusk: Join us for a festive evening featuring local Chef Jake Boeckel of Tin 202 who will be 
preparing a great array of tapas paired with great wine. Live music will round out this evening’s experience.  $75 per person. 

September 17, 6:30 p.m. School Gardens & Garden-based Learning: Join Laura VanHorn and Natalie Webb as they share “lessons” learned 
while working with students in the North Elementary School Panther Pride Garden. Learn the basics of how to get a garden-based learning 
program started at your school.  Laura and Natalie will present ideas for implementing a program as well as sample curriculum-based units. 
Following the presentation, go out in the gardens at the WVBG to practice some lessons hands-on.  Interested families, administrators, and 
teachers should attend. All ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

September 22, 2:00 p.m. Fall Mushroom Walk: WVU Professor of Mycology Dan Panaccione will lead us in search of forest fungi. He will show 
us how to identify the native mushrooms at the garden by their unique characteristics. Emphasis will be on general biology, not edibility. All 
ages. Free for WVBG members, $15 non-members.

* All activities take place at the West Virginia Botanic Garden, 1061 Tyrone Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508 

* Programs will last approximately 1.5-2 hours unless otherwise noted. 

* Please register for all activities online at www.wvbg.org. If you have questions, call 304-322-2093 or email erin@wvbg.org.

WVBG Summer Activities Schedule (Continued from page 4)

A Season of Good Taste Off to a Delectable Start                          
Our first dinner with the 2019 Dinner Series proved to once again be a stellar evening of unique 
and varied Appalachian cuisine provided by Chef’s Mike Costello and Amy Dawson of Lost 
Creek Farms. Some of the menu delectables included rustic hand pies of smoked pork, spring 
ramps and woodland mushrooms with sorghum syrup,  a soup with duck, mountain apple, farro 
and garden spinach, a main entrée of  rhubarb & fennel stuffed pork roulade topped off with a 

dessert of knotweed upside down cake with maple whipped cream 
and baby basil.  A truly amazing dining experience! 
So plan to be at our next event and enjoy some of the best burgers 
and brews around with Chef Mark Tasker & crew from Table 9 and craft beer by Short Story. 
Enjoy the tunes of Morgantown’s up and coming musician, Josie Martin, while enjoying 
camaraderie and the sights of this treasure we call the WVBG! Remember to go to wvbg.org for 
ticket purchase and info for the entire series. Come and join us for a delightful dinner in the Garden.

Chef Mike Costello with dinner 
guests. Photo by Philip Smith.

Delicious desert served at Lost 
Creek Farms dinner. 
Photo by Philip Smith.



Kousa Dogwood, Cornus kousa, is the Japanese equivalent of our native Flowering Dogwood, Cornus florida.  One distinct 
advantage of using it is that it is resistant to the many diseases that infect the Flowering Dogwood. Like the Flowering 

Dogwood, it becomes a small tree and has showy white floral bracts that appear 
after the leaves come out. They put on a beautiful show after our native dogwood 
is done flowering. From August to October they have showy red fruit that is 
edible. It is not invasive because the fruit is minimally attractive to wildlife that 
will scatter the seeds. The excellent red to purple fall color holds for a long period 
along with the fruit. As the plant matures the bark exfoliates into an interesting 
multicolored pattern. These characteristics make it 

a plant of year-round interest. If one wants 
more diversity in the garden, there are 
number of cultivars with colored bracts or 
variegated foliage and even a weeping form. 
While there is a strong push by many 
these days to use only native species, the 
West Virginia Botanic Garden focuses on 
plants that are appropriate to the region 
and accent the natural beauty that already 
exists, including natives as well as non-

native species. This suggests that non-native species should look like they belong here – fitting 
in visually, but even more – they should be well behaved and not reproduce to the point they 
escape into natural environments. Kousa Dogwood fits this mandate. 
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April 14th brought April showers to the WVBG, but it also brought over a hundred 
youngsters and as many parents for the Great Spring Egg Hunt event. While the children 
anxiously awaited their turn to search for eggs, they enjoyed visiting with live birds from 
the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia, having their face painted, or meeting the 
Easter bunny. The egg hunts, broken up into three age groups, were the highlight of the 
afternoon, with children scouring the woods and lawns of the garden for plastic eggs. 

Some of the colorful eggs were filled with 
candy treats while others were painted to 
represent eggs of local bird species and 
contained stickers of those birds. Some 
lucky children in each age category found eggs 
containing a prize certificate they redeemed 
for a bird feeder, plush bird, or coloring book, all donated by our local Wild 
Birds Unlimited store. Special thanks to the Rotary Club of Cheat Lake and 
Cheat Lake, Life Above the Ordinary magazine for helping to make this event 
a success. Also thanks to all of our WVBG volunteers and the University High 
School Girls Lacrosse team for assisting with the event.

Families Flocked to the WVBG for the Great Spring Egg Hunt

Children seraching for eggs on the 
event  lawn. Photo by Jim Rhodes.

A Welcome Exotic for Our Gardens                          
by George W. Longenecker, Executive Director Emeritus, WVBG

The showy 
flowers, fruit, 
and leaves 
of Kousa 
Dogwood. 
Photo by George W. 
Longenecker.

The exfoliating bark of Kousa 
Dogwood.
Photo by George W. Longenecker.

Children visiting with the Easter bunny.
Photo by Jim Rhodes.
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A warm welcome to the following new members that joined from 1-1-18 through 4-30-19:
WVBG Membership Corner                           

Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

Memorial and Legacy Gifts
The West Virginia Botanic Garden is a treasure in our community and region. Here visitors enjoy the quiet refuge of native 
forest, learn through the variety of educational offerings, and are inspired by the tranquil beauty of the surroundings. 
Memorial donations are a wonderful way to remember special people and contribute to the growth of the beautiful and 
lasting community treasure that is the West Virginia Botanic Garden.  Memorial benches are available for purchase, or 
smaller gifts can be contributed to the general operating fund. You may also choose to include the WVBG in your will. 
Learn more and make donations online at wvbg.org or call 304-322-2093.

Contributor
Philip Smith & Danielle Petrak
Taunja Willis Miller
Michelle Witt

Household
Mandy Carlson
Melanie Hufnagel
Alaska Jimenez
Kristen Jones
Fran and Walt Kordek
Debra Manning
Angela Moenich

Individual 
Kathi Clark
Diana George
Teresa Harriman
David Young
Julie Gower
Jongmyeong Lee

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________Preferred Telephone #_______________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________City________________________________________State______Zip___________
Email______________________________________________  (Provide email to receive WVBG updates, including link to online newsletter.)               
  Check here if you prefer to receive newsletter by postal mail.           WVBG may publish my name.     Yes   No             
   Contact me about gift memberships.                    I am including an additional tax-deductible contribution of $_____________________  
  My company has a matching gift program, and I have enclosed the form/information.

 

Please make checks payable to West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. and return form with payment to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB #121, Morgantown, WV 26508. Thank you!

PLEASE NOTE: Individual/student member benefits apply only to the individual named on the membership.
*   Visit the American Horticultural Society Website for listings and information about the Reciprocal Admissions Program.
*   Magazine subscription to Better Homes and Gardens or Martha Stewart Living, details will be provided.
*   Visit wvbg.org for more information about nusery and garden center discount.

Student
Maher ShammaaCandice Redd

Michael Rodriguez
Jackie Strager
Fred Williams
Mark Yarris
Anne Cather & Ed Etzel

Thanks also to our many other new members who wish to remain anonymous.
If you have any questions about membership, see our website, www.wvbg.org or call 304-322-2093.
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When we travel my husband and I enjoy visiting other botanic gardens. A few years 
ago we visited the Atlanta Botanical Garden. We saw the iconic Earth Goddess floral 
sculpture amid an exhibit by renowned glass artist, Dale Chilhuly. We were able to 
have this fantastic experience for free by showing our WVBG membership card! 
What a great time we had! Now, during vacation season, we want to remind you 
that in addition to many other benefits, WVBG members get free or reduced rates 
on admission and other purchases at over 300 gardens in the U.S. You can find out 
which gardens participate by consulting the Garden Directory on the Reciprocal 
Admission Program page on the American Horticultural Society website, www.
ahsgardening.org. Please let us know some of the memorable experiences that your 
member benefits provide on our members-only group page on Facebook! Happy 
travels!
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Enjoy WVBG Member Benefits When You Travel

Beautiful art on display at Atlanta Botanical 
Garden. Photo by Linda Bagy.

by Linda Bagby, Membership Committee Chair

Support WVBG While You Shop!
You can support the WVBG when you make everyday purchases through Amazon.com or at Kroger.  AmazonSmile is a 
website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. However,  when you 
shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the 
charitable organization of your choice. Set up an AmazonSmile account and choose West Virginia Botanic Garden as your 
charity of choice. We are also part of the Kroger Community Rewards Program. Earn rewards for the Garden the same way 
you earn fuel perks – just swipe your Kroger Card with every purchase you make! See the wvbg.org website for details. 
Thank you for your support!


