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The turning leaves, brought on by fall’s shorter days and colder nights, remind me that 
the year is coming to an end. It is a good time to reflect on my first year as president of 
your Board of Directors, and to begin planning 
for even more success in the coming year. 

Infrastucture, by definition, is not very visible, 
but it is critical to the future development 
of the Garden. Tree removal and other 
preparations for the Tibbs Run Reservoir dam 
breach are under way after years of planning. 
Thanks to the members of the Planning 
Committee for your efforts on this and other 
behind-the-scenes development work!

Events such as the Fall Children’s Festival and 
garden party would not be possible without 
our many volunteers, sponsors, and donors. It takes a tremendous effort to make these 
events successful, but the happy smiles of our guests and the resulting support for the 
Garden make it worthwhile. There is not enough space here to recognize individual 
contributions, but again – thank you!

More and more people – local residents as well as visitors – are discovering what a 
wonderful resource we have at the Botanic Garden. The Garden is #5 on the “Things to 
Do in Morgantown” list at tripadvisor.com. This is not an accident. The Development and 
Public Relations Committee, comprised of Board members and dedicated volunteers, has 
worked tirelessly to promote the Garden and to publicize special events. Thanks to each 
of you!

Another Year of Growth in the Garden
by Bill Johnson, Board President

(Continued on page 4)
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We have made a number of changes at the WVBG this fall. The West Virginia 
Nursery and Landscape Association had another planting day on October 
4th. They expanded the Secret Garden they created a year ago, adding plants 
around the garden and along the trail 
leading to it from the Butterfly Garden. 
They also did a major planting along 
the new trails behind the Shade Garden 
to help screen the garden from the road 
behind that leads to the service area. 
A number of interesting evergreens 
were added, including three forms of 
Cryptomeria (Cryptomeria japonica) 
and a hardy camellia. Over fifty trees 
and shrubs and an equal number of 
herbaceous plants were added to these 
two gardens. 

The most recent development is a 
new garden area for a rhododendron 
collection in the forest east of the 
service area near the north end of the reservoir basin. A group of over thirty 
volunteers cleared the undergrowth as a memorial tribute to Christine Moses 
Svanemyr. They also planted the first rhododendrons and had a time of 
remembrance. All this was accomplished in three hours. Still to come as part 
of the project is removal of stumps and layout of bed areas for future plantings. 

Another area being cleared is along the Reservoir Loop Trail near the 
bridge crossing Jones Run. This is in response to the need for a place to put 
the excess from the breeching of the reservoir dam that the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection has mandated. The Morgantown 
Utility Board is planning the work on the breech they will do at the end of 
the dam near the overflow structure. Once the excess has been placed in the 
cleared area, it will become a road/trail across the reservoir basin as part of 
a future access to reconstruct the dam on Tibbs Run. 

All these things have happened only because of the dedicated volunteers 
that contribute many hours to help make the WVBG grow. We thank you!  
If you would like to become more involved in any way, please contact Erin 
Smaldone at erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704.

New Things Happening at WVBG                  
by George W. Longenecker, Executive Director

Preliminary Sketch Plan                      10/25/2013
             RHODODENDRON COLLECTION GARDEN 

Sketch of Rhododendron Garden Plan. 
By George Longenecker.



The days of many hemlocks (Tsuga canadensis) may be 
numbered, but not all! We have a gorgeous forest at 

the Botanic Garden, 
and our hemlocks are 
the crown jewels of 
that forest. Thanks to 
the efforts of many 
researchers with the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Forest 
Service and the West 
Virginia Department of 
Agriculture, much has 
been done to further 
the possibilities of 
their survival.

Why do we care about 
hemlocks? Their dense canopy shades and cools streams, 
providing a very good aquatic habitat; they protect 
against erosion; the deep duff layer retains moisture; and 
they provide an excellent wildlife refuge. They are lovely 
ornamentals, and, in some places, because they are so 
long-lived, they have great historic significance.

The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) (Adelgis tsugae) was 
imported accidentally from Japan and was recognized 
in Richmond, Virginia, in 1950. In the 1990s, it exploded 
on the scene throughout the eastern United States, 
devastating the forests of New Jersey, Virginia, and other 
areas east of the mountains. It rapidly made its way over 
the mountains and is found throughout West Virginia. 
Luckily, it was not spotted in the Botanic Garden until 
2012, and treatment was initiated right away. 

Our criteria for treatment includes healthy trees within 
1½ tree lengths of our hiking trails and trees of ecologic 
importance, such as those shading streams and providing 
dense habitat in our forests. Small trees, as well as large 
old beauties, were included. In all, 620 trees on the east 
side of the reservoir basin were measured and marked, 
and about 300 were treated with insecticide in 2012. 
Trees near streams were treated with an injection into the 
tree to avoid contamination of waterways. This September 
the treatment was completed for our designated trees.

Another treatment option is the use of biologic controls. 
In Asia there are several beetles that feed only on the 
adelgid. Many of these have been extensively studied, 
quarantined, and then released in an attempt to slow 
down the ravages of this invasive insect. We just chose 
release sites for some beetles in areas where we have not 
treated. This release should occur later in the fall.

I have been very 
impressed with 
the results of 
just a year of 
treatment on 
some of our 
trees. Working 
with the team 
from the 
West Virginia 
Department of 
Agriculture Plant 
Industries group, I have been inspired by their dedication 
and their love of our forest, particularly our hemlocks. 
Their comments such as “This is the new Cathedral [State 
Forest]” and “This is what a forest should look like” should 
inspire us to do what it takes to preserve our treasure.
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We are Working to Keep our Forest Healthy by Dr. Ellen Hrabovsky

Tim Toman, WV state entomologist, 
prepares a tree for a stem injection. 
Photo by Ellen Hrabovsky.

Amy Hill, entomologist with the USDA Forest 
Service, applies CoreTect tablets to the base 
of a hemlock. Photo by Ellen Hrabovsky.



Fun for All as We Celebrate Fall!  by Erin Smaldone

A final “thank you” goes to the volunteers who plant and maintain all of the planned gardens, trails, and other 
features at the Garden!  As we develop the infrastructure to support additional gardens, we’ll need even more help, 
so please consider getting involved.

While the Garden is dormant this winter, we will be working on some key challenges to support further growth. For 
example, where can we put additional parking spaces for major events, how can we develop and maintain additional 
planned garden areas, and when will we need to hire more professional staff, and how will we fund that?  

The main thing I have learned in the past year is that, with the continued involvement and support of the 
community, there is no limit to what we can do, so “Come Grow With Us”!
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President’s Note (Continued from page 1)

“Great Event!” “Kids love it!” “Lots of fun!” “Great job!” These are just a few of the comments we received from 
visitors attending the 5th Annual Fall Children’s Festival this October 13. Perhaps the one that summed it up the 
best was “Thank you for this fantastic event. My children love it. Great volunteers.” I could not agree more. With 
over 650 people in attendance and about 60 volunteers helping out, this was our biggest event yet. The Fairy Garden 

was bustling with fairy house builders and, by day’s end, had turned into quite the 
little Fairy Metropolis. In the craft area, children happily moved from station to 
station, creating treasures to take home that included recycled bottle bird feeders, 
sun catchers, and scented paper pumpkins (thanks to the Children’s Discovery 
Museum of West Virginia). The ever-popular 
pumpkin painting station was consistently filled 
with children at work           — paintbrushes in their 
hands and smiles on their faces. They even got to 
plant their very own bulb in a pot to take home and 
watch grow. In addition to the activities, visitors 
enjoyed home-made seasonal refreshments, 
including cookies, breads, cheese and crackers, 
trail mix, cider, and more. To top it all off, guests 

enjoyed the company of some special animal visitors -- Luna the owl and Buttercup 
the kestrel from the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia, along with Ginger 
the goat and her owners, Scott and Myrna Huffman. Thanks to all who came out to 
enjoy this wonderful day. We’ll see you again next year!

Enjoying tasty treats.
Photo by Liz Bacaj.

Pumpkin painting fun.
Photo by Liz Bacaj.

The WVBG is extremely grateful to the Kiwanis Foundation  
of Morgantown for sponsoring this event. Thank You!



Many friends came together on August 4th for our 2nd fundraiser at the Botanic Garden. Everyone enjoyed a 
beautiful summer evening for our “Summer Breeze Beneath the Trees” garden party. Guests who visit the Garden 
regularly or were experiencing it for the first time found the space transformed upon walking through a brightly 
decorated archway into a myriad of creative decorations and colored streamers hanging from the trees everywhere! 
The peaceful sounds of a harp being played by John Lozier and, later, the rhythmic beats of the steel drums by Steel 
Away kept the crowd entertained as they placed their bids on the silent auction items, visited with old and new 
friends, and enjoyed the food and drink throughout the evening provided by 
Richwood Grill, Tutto Gelato, and Rock Top. Anticipation was built throughout 
the evening for the live auction by the entertaining auctioneer, Thomas Wade. 

Over 250 guests helped celebrate and support this fundraiser for the continued 
development of the Garden. Our garden parties have been the most successful 
fundraisers in the history of the Garden. This event would not have been possible 
without the generous support of our twenty-three sponsors and over sixty items by 
donors from our community and surrounding area for our silent and live auctions.

We are extremely grateful for all the support provided by the sponsors, donors, 
volunteers, and Botanic Garden Board members who worked to make this fund 
raising event a tremendous success as we continue to strive to make the Garden a 
better place for everyone!
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Guests enjoying the 2013 Garden Party.  
Photo by Dave Smaldone.

Summer Celebration in the Garden!  by Victoria Cather and Jo Ann Nicholas, Event Co-Chairs

If you have attended one of our events this year, you have seen our event volunteers in action. They may have 
helped you park, welcomed you to the event, pointed out a star through a telescope, helped you with your auction 
items, led your child through a fun craft, or served you a tasty treat. Without these wonderful dedicated volunteers, 
our events as you know them would not exist. This is clear. 

What you may not know is how much work goes into planning and 
organizing such events. Planning begins months before the event date 
and continues right up until the big day. We start with brainstorming 
meetings that lead to action plans and material assembly “parties.” 
Volunteers develop and disseminate various promotional media on 
websites, bulletin boards, activity calendars, and various other places. 
They arrange or prepare food, invite performers or other special 
guests, create decorations, arrange for necessities like porta-potties, 
make signs, and the list goes on! We are extremely grateful for our 
outstanding event volunteers. Thank you all! 

If you are interested in volunteering at a future WVBG event, please 
contact Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or call 304-216-8704.

Event Volunteers Make it Happen  by Erin Smaldone

Event volunteers help in the Fairy Garden during the 
Fall Children’s Festival.  Photo by Liz Bacaj.



Deer Exclosure a New Edition to Botanic Garden  by Dr. Dave Samuel

On August 17, a group of Boy Scouts, parents, and WVBG volunteers erected a 
deer exclosure at the garden. It is located on the Wetland Loop Trail just beyond 
the access to the wetland boardwalk. Deer exclosures are usually constructed 
to demonstrate the negative impacts that white-tailed deer have on vegetation. 
A number of research studies have enumerated the impacts an over-abundant 
deer herd has on our forests, shrubs, and ground vegetation. One such study in 
northeastern deciduous forests showed that deer negatively impacted over forty 
wildflower species. 

The Rotary Club of Cheat Lake donated funds for the exclosure as an educational 
project. They have sponsored several Eagle Scout projects over the years, and Eagle 
Scout candidate Andy Paladino took on this project. In addition to the financial 
donation from the Rotary Club, Southern States donated the wire for the fence, and 
84 Lumber provided posts and other materials at reduced cost. There were several 
private donations as well. Andy and Dave Samuel visited several nearby exclosures 
at Coopers Rock and decided on the best design for our exclosure. Assisted by George Longenecker, Andy 
organized the project and had plenty of help on August 17th to construct the 30’ by 30’ exclosure. The fence is 8’ 
high to ensure deer will not be able to enter, even in times of deep snow. Depending on many variables, including 
soil, shade, weather, etc., it will probably take five or more years before significant changes can be seen inside the 
exclosure. An educational interpretative sign is being constructed and will be placed at the exclosure. A special 
thanks to Andy Paladino for his work in making the exclosure a reality.

Walking through the West Virginia Botanic Garden inspires many. They feel that, in various ways, their special 
surroundings both educate and entertain them. The future of the Botanic Garden is the subject of considerable planning 
by the Board of Directors. Each member knows that private support is crucial for future operations and growth.

One option to consider is including a gift provision in your will or revocable trust. The wording of “to the West 
Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc., (FEIN #55-0754775)” will provide the result you want. Another idea for future support 
is to list the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc., as your IRA beneficiary. After you pass away, the account balance will 
help the Botanic Garden in the way that you feel is best. Your special support will make a difference for the Garden’s 
future, and we appreciate that.

To discuss your options, please contact Dave Barnett at atwoodwv@gmail.com.

In addition, during 2013, those aged 70 ½ and older can use funds from their IRA (up to $100,000) to support the 
Botanic Garden. Contacting the plan administrator to send a gift check directly to us at PMB #121, 714 Venture Drive, 
Morgantown, WV 26508-7306 is all that’s required. The gift will not be taxable to you on your federal or West Virginia 
tax returns. Please let us know how you would like your gift to be used. 

Make a Difference in the Lives That Follow  by Deborah Miller, JD

Scouts and their parents build the 
exclosure. Photo by Dave Samuel.

6  Fall/Winter 2013



If you have visited the wetland boardwalk recently, you probably noticed several large shrubs carrying a heavy crop 
of bright red-orange berries. Ilex verticillata, known as Common Winterberry, is a holly native to moist, acid soils in 
northeastern North America. Some of its other common names–“black alder” and “swamp 
holly”–attest to this shrub’s preferred habitat. When grown under favorable conditions, 
Common Winterberry can form large, spreading clumps reaching up to fifteen feet in height.

Unlike the familiar evergreen hollies such as the American Holly (I. opaca), “blue hollies” 
(I. x meserveae cultivars), and Inkberry (I. glabra), Common Winterberry is deciduous. This 
makes it an excellent choice for fall and winter interest in the home garden, as the leaves turn 
yellow and then drop to reveal the showy, long-lasting, quarter-inch-diameter berries. In late 
winter, they provide food for birds and other wildlife at a time when food is scarce. Cut stems 
with berries brought indoors often drop their fruit rather quickly. While it prefers wet soils 
in nature, it is quite happy in ordinary acidic- to-neutral pH garden soils.

A number of selected cultivars are available, offering variations in fruit color and overall plant 
size and shape. Some of the most popular include ‘Winter Red®,’ ‘Red Sprite,’ ‘Winter Gold,’ 
‘Berry Nice™,’ and ‘Aurantiaca.’ Another variety, ‘Cacapon,’ was reportedly developed from plants collected in West 
Virginia. As in other species of holly, the male and female flowers are borne on separate plants. All of the above berry-
producing cultivars are female; for pollination and berry production, male plants such as ‘Jim Dandy’ are also required.
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All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.  
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.

*INDIVIDUAL  ($25) -- discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members only events, 
  reduced prices for special activities and special previews of plant sales                                                                                                         
*FAMILY ($50) -- the same opportunities that apply to an Individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) -- all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) -- all of the above plus free admission to a workshop 
*PATRON ($500) -- all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) -- all of the above plus a home garden consultation     
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________ level and will make my check payable to the  
“West Virginia Botanic Garden.”   You may publish my name.  ___Yes ___No
 
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City___________________________________State______ ZIP Code _____________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________
E-mail __________________

Please send me planned giving information  
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail     Online     
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts and more is available online at www.wvbg.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

Please return this form, along with payment, to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB 121, Morgantown, WV 26508

Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

Common Winterberry  
Photo by Bill Johnson.

Species Spotlight: Common Winterberry  by Bill Johnson



It was my distinct pleasure to accept the Botanic Garden’s Leadership 
in History Award of Merit at the American Association for State and 
Local History (AASLH) awards banquet on September 20th as part of the 
AASLH annual meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, on behalf of everyone 
who worked on “’No More Wiggle-Tail Water’: Interpreting the History 
of Morgantown’s Water Supply.”  HISTORY, which sponsors the History 
Channel, provides financial support for the banquet, where AASLH 
recognized eighty-six awardees.
Kenneth C. Turino, chair of the AASLH Awards Committee, introduced 
our project with comments by West Virginia University Professor 
of History Dr. Ken Fones-Wolf. He wrote in his letter supporting the 
nomination that, “At a site now dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life through public enjoyment and education involving inspirational 
landscapes and displays of a rich variety of ornamental plants 
appropriate to the region, the historical project makes visitors aware of the more mundane, but no less important, 
past of the site when it provided clean water for the city of Morgantown.”  
Each recipient received a certificate from Lynne Ireland, AASLH chair, and Terry Davis, president and CEO of AASLH, 
and posed for a picture with them. Terry and I are good friends, so our picture was not as formal as the others’!
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Barb Howe (center) receives the award from Terry 
Davis, AASLH President and CEO (left) and Lynne 
Ireland, AASLH Chair. AASLH, 2013. 
Photo by Stacy Jones Photography.

West Virginia Botanic Garden Honored at AASLH Awards Banquet  by Barb Howe
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