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By Bill Johnson, Board President
Thanks to all of you who responded recently to our online survey! Elsewhere in this

newsletter you can see a brief summary of the results. The number of responses and your
constructive feedback were gratifying.

I was particularly interested in your written comments about what you currently like and,
importantly, how you would like to see the Garden improved. We’re actively working to
address many of these areas. For example, a small group
of volunteers is developing a plan for plant labeling and

improved trail signage throughout the Garden—look for
these when you visit the Garden later this year.

A clear priority is to increase the accessibility of the Garden,
including more frequent access to the lower parking lot,

2014 Activities Schedule 6

and public restroom facilities. You can help us to keep the
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9

Share Your Love of
Nature and the Botanic
Garden—Become a
WVBG Volunteer!
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Garden open by volunteering as a WVBG Representative—
see the article on volunteer opportunities for more

information, and participate in the volunteer orientation on
April 12. Stay tuned for news about permanent restroom
and other facilities…

Rehabilitated Red-tailed 10
Hawk Released at WVBG
Ben, BBQ & Bluegrass

Spring 2014

11

The Garden is open daily
dawn to dusk
Admission is free

Finally, your comments illustrate the tension between the

Designed gardens at the WVBG work
in harmony with the beautiful natural
surroundings. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

WVBG that we enjoy today, and our vision for what it can

become. “I love having a quiet place to walk or run…” is representative of many of the

comments. At the other end of the spectrum: “This seems much more of a forest preserve
than a Botanic Garden. You should not call yourself a Botanic Garden unless you develop

(Continued on page 4)
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Have Fun and Create Beautiful Gardens
as a Garden Manager
By George W. Longenecker, Executive Director
How would you like to have fun playing in someone else’s garden? We
have a challenge for those interested in working with plants to take
on managing a garden area. As a Garden Manager, you would evaluate
what is already there and propose changes/additions to be made. After
proposals are approved
you would work with the
Garden Keepers and other
volunteers to bring about the
changes. Managers may need
to develop a maintenance
schedule to ensure continuing
upkeep of the garden. The
gardens that we currently
need managers for include
Making additions to the Shade Garden.
the Eclectic Garden in the
Photo by Linda Bagby.
entrance area, as well as the
Shade Garden, Secret Garden,
Meadow Bed, and the new Rhododendron Garden. Accept this challenge!
Become involved with how a garden takes shape and what plants will be
included. Be a part of the wonderful community resource that is the West
Virginia Botanic Garden. For more information on becoming a Garden
Manager, please contact me at george@wvbg.org. Volunteer applications
are available from Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org. Please let her know
that you are interested in applying for a Garden Manager position.

NEWSLETTER
Editor: Erin Smaldone
Copyeditors: Dave & Erin Smaldone
Designer: Lisa Bridges
Contributors: Linda Bagby, Jodie Jackson,
Bill Johnson, George Longenecker,
Erin Smaldone, and Jack Thompson

2

Spring 2014

Working on the entrance garden bed.
Photo by George Longenecker.

Gardening is Good for You!
By Linda Bagby
It probably is no surprise that gardening provides a wide variety of benefits for both body and mind. With the longawaited advent of spring, imagine getting outside into the fresh air with the sun warming your skin. Besides just feeling
good, the sunshine stimulates your body to make vitamin D. Studies have found that vitamin D can help lower the risk
of Type 1 diabetes, heart disease, some cancers and osteoporosis and can reduce blood pressure.

Are you ready to grab your wheelbarrow and spade and head out to the garden to begin the weeding and planting?
Gardening for 30 to 45 minutes, three times a week can combat obesity according to the National Institutes of Health.
Take heed West Virginia! A recent study identified us a being the second most overweight state in the country.
Physical activities like gardening can also help to keep your bones strong. A study of 3310 older women conducted by
investigators from the University of Arkansas discovered that women that tended a garden and did other types of yard
work had a lower incidence of osteoporosis than those who jogged, swam or did aerobics. Gardening and other physical
activities are also important in preventing and managing diabetes. A University of Kansas study found that active
gardeners often get more than the recommended 150 minutes of exercise per week. Routine exercise can also improve
strength, flexibility and endurance.
All that effort can lead to big rewards by the end of the summer. Fresh produce from the garden can be harvested at its
peak, maximizing its nutritional content. Growing flowers and vegetables removes the need to buy them at the store
thus trimming the grocery bill. Locally grown produce minimizes transportation and energy costs related to bringing
the food to the consumer. Also, growing one's own food allows a person to
control the application of fertilizers or pesticides to ensure that the food
is healthy for the whole family.
Tending a garden is also fun and healthy for the kids! Gardening with
children involves them in growing some of their own food which may help
to enlarge the palette of picky eaters. The kids learn how plants develop,
how they can help in this process, and that patience is needed before
the fruits of their labor are realized. Tasting the fruits leads to a sense of
accomplishment and helps kids develop an appreciation for their food.
Keeping kids active outdoors can also reduce childhood obesity; teaching
them that home grown vegetables are delicious and nutritious is a
People of all ages can benefit from gardening.
Photo by George Longenecker.
valuable lesson in good health for their whole lives.

Gardening can be beneficial at any age. Planning and carrying out garden plans has been shown to help older gardeners
maintain their cognitive abilities. The scents of the garden stimulate memories for many gardeners and help Alzheimer
and other dementia patients recall times past. Gardeners often report that working in the garden helps to reduce their
stress and boosts their mood.
The benefits of working with plants are clearly recognized by the field of horticultural therapy. Trained therapists use
plants in rehabilitation and treatment plans to improve the lives of those with physical or mental issues. For example,
gardening has been shown to calm the agitation experienced by people with anxiety and dementia, which allows them
to sleep more soundly and enhance the quality of their rest.

Is it any wonder that when 298 older adults were asked how they would rate their “zest for life” as part of a University
of Texas & Texas A&M study that gardeners scored significantly higher than non-gardeners? Experience the joy and
relaxation for yourself ! Plant your own garden at home or come out and volunteer at the West Virginia Botanic Garden!
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Botanic Garden Hosts School Groups
By Erin Smaldone
The WVBG hosted several groups of school children last
fall thanks in part to a grant received from the WVU

College of Business and Economics, Corporate Social
Responsibility Class Grant Project. The

Botanic Garden teamed up with the

wonderful time. Some of the comments from teachers
included “the nature walk at the garden was fantastic!”

and “the kids loved trying to find all of the things on their
list. It was great and the guides were
excellent.” Other reports from the

schools indicated that the students

Children’s Discovery Museum of West

were still enthusiastically talking

Virginia to apply for the grant and offer

about their visits days later.

joint field trip opportunities to local
schools. Having the grant funding to

We plan to continue offering these

purchase necessary materials gave

programs to local students in

both organizations the opportunity

grades K-4 this spring and fall. A

to develop unique, hands-on, science-

few schools have already contacted

related field trips.

us about field trips to the Garden

this spring. During these visits, the

The WVBG hosted four classes from
Cheat Lake Elementary and one from
North Elementary.

Instructors from

WVBG also visited two classes at Cheat

Students investigate a butterfly in the Butterfly Garden
during a field trip. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Lake Elementary School who couldn’t

make it to the Garden due to inclement weather. The

students and teachers who participated in these field trips
focusing on pollination and the change of seasons had a

students will be learning about life

cycles. The tadpoles, flowers, and

field trip leaders will be there to
happily greet the young explorers!

If you would like to learn more about these programs or
get involved as a field trip leader, contact Erin Smaldone
at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704.

We are Listening
(Continued from page 1)

a greater emphasis on what visitors typically expect to find in a Garden”. I agree with both of you!

As we plan and execute the development of the Garden, I think that our mission will help us to strike the right balance:
The West Virginia Botanic Garden, in harmony with nature, seeks to enhance the quality of life through public

enjoyment and education involving inspirational landscapes and displays of a rich variety of ornamental plants
appropriate to the region.

Of course we can’t be all things to all people, but your continued feedback will help us stay on track. Keep letting us
know what we’re doing well, and how we can do better.
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West Virginia Botanic Garden Donors March 1, 2013 through March 12, 2014
Benefactor
Hope & Thomas Covey
Robert & Barbara Pifer
Patron
Joe & Beth Hestick
Ellen Hrabovsky
George & Caryol Longenecker
Sheila & James Rye
WV Chapter ASLA
Sponsor
Jim & Susan Abrams
Stan Einzig & Nancy Abrams
Linda & Mike Bagby
Marsha & John Brand
Mike & Cindy Fike
Andrea Horton
Strat Douglas & Jodie Jackson
Pat & Jim Jackson
Janet & Emory Kemp
Dr. Michael & Diane Kinney
Jim & Kathy Lunden
Callen McJunkin
Carolyn & Dale McVicker
Robert & Miriam Miller
Jim & Penny Patton
Dr. & Mrs. Clinton Rogers
Joe & Judy Smaldone
Jim, Gail & Walter Woolwine
Auto Club of Jackson Co.
Cranberry Garden Club
Morgantown Energy Associates
Mt. Vernon Garden Club
West Virginia Garden Club, Inc.
Contributor
Anonymous
Herb Baker
Tim & Dorma Ball
David & Robin Barnett
Jan Bel Jan
Madonna & WC Bird
Carolyn Blaney
Neil Bolyard
John & Jean Brick
Kathy & Rodney Brundage
Robert & Charlene Burger
Vincent & Jane Cardi
Margaret & Tim Carr
Ida & Sam Chico
William Coombs, Sr.
Kerr Crosby
Susan & Edward Crowell
Jim & Judy Culberson
Jeff & Cathy Curtin
Deanna DiBartolomeo
Graeme & Jane Donovan
Gerald & Shirley Eagan
Nancy & John Elliott
Mary Ann Farmer
Barbara Evans Fleischauer
Charles Forni
Alice Frost
Deborah Fulton
Mannon & Mary Gallegly
Keith & Christine Garbutt

Shirley Giuliani
Barbara & Douglas Glover
Leonard Knee & Brenda Gould
Sandra Graff
Laura Gregory
Linda Gribko
Denise Gwinn
John & Judith Hall
Ruth Heavener
Lynda Pellegrin & Bob Holt
Lorna Waddell & Charles Howard
Ann Hutchison
Ansusan & Keith Inskeep
Edie & John Jett
Emilie & Bill Johnson
Jean Jones
Vaughn Kiger
Kazunari & Mary Koike
Helen Lang
Marion LeMasters
Joseph & Vicki Lemine
Asuntina Levelle
Steve & Marge Lewellen
Bob Steele & Christine Linton
William & Nora MacDonald
Betty Maxwell
Mary Mayernik
Chris & Steve McClelland
Elizabeth McClintock
Morgan Mosser
Barbara Brown & Lori Mueller
Terry Bronson & Nancy Nelson
Linda O'Leary
Patricia & Henry Overbeck
Ann Payne
Katherine Payne
Edward Petsonk
Tricia & Todd Petty
Nina Peyton
David & Amy Pifer
Daniel Pollack
Scott Pore
Janice Pride
Cindy Griffin & Eric Rankin
Eleanor & John Renton
Rama & Sherman Riemenschneider
John Rogers
Joan & Terry Rose
Terry & Marilou Rubright
Nancy Ruhe
Marie Sansone
Jeanne Scafella
Jenny Selin
Antonio & Charlene Sellaro
Jane & Kenneth Snider
Lynn Spencer
James Coleman & Elizabeth Swiger
Rebecca Rogers & Marc Tanner
Rita Tanner
Roger & Constance Toffle
Alan & Liva Tucker
Cynthia Turco
Jon & Donna Weems
Nancy & Doyle West
Roger & Donna Wetzel
Susan Wiltrout
Grethe Myles & Tom Witt
John & Petra Wood

Rachel & Todd Wood
Karl& Pamela Yagle
Christine & Paul Ziemkiewicz
Kathy Zimmerman
Green Hills Garden Club
Greystone on the Cheat, Property Owners Assn.
Kanawha Garden Club
Mon-Cheat District, WVGC
Monongahela Master Naturalist Program
Mon. Co. Council of Garden Clubs
Family
Anonymous
Caroline Aguilera
Helen & Rudy Almasy
R. Jack Ankrom
Hilary & Michael Attfield
Darrel & Vicki Auch
Penelope & Bob Bailey
Norma & Everett Baker
Mark & Cathy Barger
Anthony Barill
Diana Beam
Steven & Christie Beattie
Edd & Laura Bills
Clif & Sara Bishop
Dr. David & Patricia Blass
Mike & Betsy Breiding
Robert Britt
Denise Lindstrom & Peter Butler
Colleen & Dan Caldwell
Patty Callen
Sue & Gary Carpenter
Steve & Gale Carroll
Ken & Elsie Carvell
Richard Chinn
Anne Cronin & Andy Cockburn
Vincent & Margaret Collins
Susan Cook
Patricia Corbin
Emily & Greg Corio
Charlotte & Roger Dalton
Fred & Shirley Dearman
Donald & Trudy Doolittle
Campsa Dotson
Nancy & Daniel Driscoll
Nancy Edmunds
Dr & Mrs. Dick Eller
Tammy & Eric Everly
Kathleen Fedan
Donna & Bill Fitzpatrick
Dave & Kelly Fleming
Charles Werntz & Donna Ford-Werntz
Ron & Thelka Forse
Jane & Gary Friggens
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldsmith
Linda Huffman & Bob Goodman
Robert & Susan Graves
Elizabeth & Steve Guffey
Linda & Bill Hagerty
Johnnie Hamilton
Erin & Joe Hartman
Sandy Cress & Erica Harvey
N & P Himmel
Sara Hoblitzell
Rodney Holbert
(Continued on page 8)
Ann & Joe Hrabik
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* Registration is required for workshops and classes at least one week in advance. Register on-line at www.wvbg.org.
Walks last approximately 1.5 hours.

From left: Jon Weems leads a state tree walk, Dave
Smaldone leads a photography workshop, and Emilie
and Bill Johnson lead an orchid care workshop.
Photos by Erin Smaldone.

Spring 2014

7

West Virginia Botanic Garden Donors March 1, 2013 through March 12, 2014
(Continued from page 5)

Family (Cont.)
Emily & Terry Jones
Greg & Elizabeth Juckett
Laythia Lynn & Don Keener
Aretha & Tom Kees
Royce Keller
Asel & Nancy Kennedy
Sally & Mike Kirkpatrick
Susan & Steve Kite
Robert & Emily Kurth
Joyce Ice & Ronald Latimer
John & Harriet Loth
Mick & Beth Madison
Bill & Nancy Marsh
Charlene Marshall
Michael & Kimberly Maynard
Connie & Stephen McCluskey
Michael & Phyllis McMillion
Carol & Kenneth Means
Earl & Cecelia Melby
Duane Nichols & Sue Miles
Randy & Cinda Miller
Twila Miller
Brenda & Ron Moore
Carol & Don Moss
Monique Leys & J. Vernon Odom
Charles & Martha Oliver
Joan Olson
Barbara & David Pybus
Rodney & Carol Pyles
Clay & Ed Pytlik
Mary & Mark Reasor
Bill & Jan Reger-Nash
Lynn & William Rider
Zoe Romero
Susan & Don Sauter
Ronald & Dorothy Schmid
Judy & Al Schmidt
Jorge Flores & Gale Simplicio
Erin & Dave Smaldone
Dale Snyder
Jennifer Soule
Carol Hamblen & Don Spencer
Greg & Allison St. Clair
Doug Hostetler & Nancy Stout
Susan & Donley Studlar
Ann & Clayton Talarek
Meghan Mahoney & James Thompson
Beverly Martin & Mike Vernon
Janet & Richard Walls
Ann & Dick Walters
Linda Watkins
Lindsay Weglinski
Sarah Whitty
Charles & Heidi Wiedebusch
Judi Wildman
Jenny & Nathan Wilson
Delmar & Linda Yoder
Dolores & Bill Yoke
Durbannah Garden Club
McCulla Funeral Home
Bridgeport Garden Club
Appalachian District, WVGC
Greenbrier District, WVGC
Vandalia Homeowners Assn.
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Individual
Anonymous (5)
Robert Acciavatti
Evelyn Andrews
Rosemary Aures
Janice Bagby
Helen Baird
Rita Ann Bajura
Lori Battelli
Kay Beamer
Mary Biggs
Nancy Bird
Linda Blake
Michelle Blass
John Bocan
Mary Ellen Brady
Charlene Brown
Jim Brown
Dianna Brozich
Libby Bullock
Glenna Cather
Jane Clayton
Judith Clister
Frank Cox
Rena Cyphert
Terri-Lynn Day
Mary Ann Dotson
Nicole Edwards
John Fichtner
Mary Jane Glasscock
Sharon Goodman
LeJay Graffious
Mary Gribko
Glen Groh
Barbara Gutman
Judy Guye
Jennifer Haines
Lynn Harper
Elizabeth Hart
Linda Herbst
Tom Hodous
Dorothy Hood
Yvonne Howdershelt
Barbara Howe
Dawn Jackson
Kasi Jackson
Delores Jewell
Richard Johnston
Norman Julian
Marsha Kelly
Sandra Knowles
Mary Ellen Koenn
Jane Layne
Kathryn Madison
Lydia Main
Marilyn Manilla
Paul Martinelli
Dot Montgillion
Dr.Winfield Morgan
Sonja Morton
Jeffrey Nelsen
Carol Nix
Angela Obringer
John Pearson
Tom Pue
Harriett Pyles

John Pyles
Janet Ramos
Henry Rauch
Donald Reinke
Sharon Richman
Jessica Rittenhouse
Alice Robbins
Justin Robinson
Shirley Rosenbaum
Gary Salzmann
Catherine Samargo
Stanley Schmidt
Paul Smith
Carol Spears
Christine Stefanides
Robert Stevens
Judith Stitzel
John Strazanac
Tim Struttmann
Wm. Trevor Swan,Jr.
Karen Taddie
Jack Thompson
Patricia Wells
Sally Wilts
Martha Works
Kay Yohey
Monongahela Garden Club
Roane-Jackson Technical Center
Flowerscape
Other Donations
Julie Brefczynski Lewis		
David & Zoann Callahan		
Myrna Coffey		
Ira & Judy Fast		
Chris Haddox		
Craig Weimer		
Hank Wood		
David & Denese Yeager
Grants
Dominion Foundation, Matching Gift Program
EQT Foundation - Matching
Monongalia County Commission
Kiwanis Foundation of Morgantown, WV, Inc.
West Virginia Nursery & Landscape Assn.

Thank You For Your Support!

Photo by Dave Smaldone.

The Results of WVBG’s Survey are in!
By Jodie Jackson
In February, 2014, many of you responded to our online survey to help us learn more about you, what you enjoy

most about the WVBG, and what improvements you would most like to see. We had responses from 371 people, 59%
of whom are currently members of the Friends of WVBG. Word of mouth continues

to be the main way people learn of the WVBG (37%). That means a lot to us. Thank
you for spreading the word! Other common avenues for hearing about the WVBG

were the WVBG website, the Dominion Post newspaper, and the entrance sign on
Tyrone Road. Approximately 80% of respondents are ≥ 46 years of age and 89%

reported an educational level of a bachelor’s degree or higher. We hope to expand

our total visitation even more in the coming years as well as expand our audience to
include more of our younger community members. Currently, visitors primarily go
to the WVBG to walk the trails, view the gardens, and attend special events. When
Walking the trails is a popular activity
among visitors. Photo by Dave Smaldone.

we looked at possiblesite improvements receiving a priority of 5, 6 or 7 (with 7 as
highest priority), plant labels (73%), restrooms (68%), and visitor center/nature
center (60%) were the top three improvement priorities followed by additional

wooded trails, additional accessible trails, additional formal gardens, and sculptures

or other works of art. This information has already proven helpful in guiding site plans and setting priorities. Some of
these improvements are already in the works!

When asked to prioritize seven suggested improvements to programming and/or visitor services on a scale of 1-7,

the top three receiving a priority of 5, 6, or 7 were: opening the gate more often (55%), additional interpretive signs
(52%), and additional educational walks and workshops (51%). The gate issue corresponded to the most cited

deterrent to visiting the WVBG: the hill from the upper parking lot to the main area of the WVBG limits accessibility
for some when the gate to the lower parking lot is closed. As is mentioned
in President Johnson’s article, we are currently looking into ways to
alleviate this concern.

Your suggestions will be discussed at future board and committee

meetings. In fact, we have already taken your request for additional walks
and workshops to heart. Check out the schedule on pages 6 & 7 of this
newsletter for exciting new offerings.

Thanks to everyone who participated in this survey. It was wonderful for us
to hear about how you are currently enjoying what the Garden has to offer

According to the survey, visitors would like to see more
interpretive signs at the Garden. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

and your suggestions for improvement. Your opinions mean a lot to us and

we will make every effort to take them into consideration during future planning.

If you didn’t receive this survey in your e-mail, it means we need to update your information. If so, please send an
e-mail to wv.botanicgarden.cc@gmail.com and ask that we update your e-mail address. Thank you.
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Share Your Love of Nature and the Botanic Garden—
Become a WVBG Volunteer!
By Erin Smaldone
With a growing garden comes a growing need for volunteers. Our plans for this year include expanding our

programming, planting and maintaining gardens, and increasing lower parking area access hours. In order for us to

be successful with these goals, we need some help! The benefits of volunteering include interacting with community
members, getting outside, the satisfaction of making a difference in the lives of others, and of course, continuing the

success of the WVBG! Please take a look at the volunteer opportunities below and consider how you can get involved.
Basic training is provided for all positions.

Children’s Program Instructor: Our Summer Nature Camp is now in its 4th

year and more popular than ever. Additionally, new school programs are now
enabling local students to visit and explore the WVBG on field trips. You can

help to sustain and expand these programs by volunteering to lead groups of

young explorers and helping them to learn about the wonderful natural world
around them.

Garden Keeper: The number of gardens at the WVBG continues to grow

Cindy O’Brien leads a group of kindergarten students.
Photo by George Longenecker.

and keeping them looking great is important to us. Join a team of volunteers

who regularly visit the Botanic Garden to maintain one or more garden area. This
includes weeding, dead-heading, shearing, watering, and other gardening tasks.
WVBG Representative: We would like to be able to open the gate and provide

driving access to the lower parking area more often. As a WVBG Representative,

you will be there to greet, orient, and inform visitors upon arrival as well as “keep
Garden Keepers maintaining a flower bed.
Photo by George Longenecker.

an eye” on the Garden in general. You may also be asked to staff a table at a local
event or act as a WVBG representative at an educational walk or workshop.

If one of these or any other volunteer opportunity interests you, please contact

Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704. You can also find more information about the volunteer program
at www.wvbg.org. Thank you for giving and growing with us!

Rehabilitated Red-tailed Hawk Released at WVBG
							By Erin Smaldone & Katie Fallon
On the beautiful afternoon of Saturday, March 15, 2014, a crowd gathered at the West Virginia Botanic Garden to
witness the release of a previously injured Red-tailed hawk. This was the culmination of a long road to recovery
which began at the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia (ACCA). The adult female red-tailed hawk came to

ACCA in the fall with a fractured coracoid (a bone in the shoulder area that is necessary for flight). This is a common
injury in birds that are hit by vehicles. After a few weeks of restricted activity in a body wrap, ACCA began rounds of

physiotherapy under anesthesia; this involves taking the wing through the range of motion. She was then moved to a

larger enclosure to begin working her wings again on her own. Volunteers also exercised her on a creance (think of a
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(Continued on page 12)

Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!
All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.
*INDIVIDUAL ($25) -- discounts on Logo Items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members only events,
reduced prices for special activities and special previews of plant sales
*FAMILY ($50) -- the same opportunities that apply to an Individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) -- all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) -- all of the above plus free admission to a workshop
*PATRON ($500) -- all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) -- all of the above plus a home garden consultation

I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________ level and will make my check payable to the “West Virginia
Botanic Garden.” You may publish my name. ___Yes ___No
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City___________________________________State______ ZIP Code _____________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________
E-mail __________________

Please send me planned giving information
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail
Online
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts and more is available online at www.wvbg.org.
Thank you for your generosity!

Ben, BBQ & Bluegrass
By Jack Thompson
Join us the evening of June 14, to unveil Benjamin Gazsi’s first eco-sculpture

work in the Garden. This will be a casual, family-friendly event with local music,
food, and drink as well as opportunities to enter for some great local prizes.
Ben is a senior undergraduate student at West Virginia University, studying

sculpture. Since starting in the sculpture program at WVU, Benjamin found his
aesthetic niche in environmental and public sculpture. In 2012, he completed

his first “Eco-Sculpture” titled the The Coopers Rock Giant at Coopers Rock State
Forest in Bruceton Mills, WV. Then in 2013, he returned to build The Coopers
Rock Bear. Benjamin has also taken his work out of West Virginia, building
The Coopers Rock Bear.
Photo by Dave Smaldone.

The Earth Giant for ArtPrize 2013 in Grand Rapids, MI; an International public
art competition in which his piece placed in the top 10. Benjamin finds that

using natural materials brings him closer to the outdoors and what he loves.

Presenting the sculpture in public locations allow him to interact with everyday

people who might otherwise not see much art at all. For him this interaction with the public is the most rewarding
aspect of being an artist.

Meet Ben, eat BBQ, and enjoy bluegrass music, all in the West Virginia Botanic Garden, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., on
June 14. For tickets and more information please visit www.wvbg.org.
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Hawk Release
(Continued from page 10)

kite string) to help her build up her strength for release. When the hawk was ready to be released
back to the wild, the ACCA contacted the WVBG about releasing her at the Garden—which led to
that beautiful March afternoon.

After Jesse Fallon of the ACCA spoke to the crowd about the organization and the rehabilitation

of this hawk in particular, the group moved to an open location on the edge of the woods for the
release. The ACCA volunteer who routinely exercised the bird during her rehabilitation, Macy

The hawk perching in a
tree after release.
Photo by Dick Walters.

Sheehan, had the honor of releasing her to the wild. She removed the hawk from her box, held her for a few moments,
and gracefully released her into the air. The hawk flew like a champ to a nearby tree where she

perched to rest and get her bearings. She then explored some other nearby trees before flying off
over the reservoir basin. Thanks to the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia for caring for,

rehabilitating, and releasing this beautiful bird to the wild. We are happy to have her released at
the Garden and hope she enjoys her new home.
Macy Sheehan releases
the hawk.
Photo by Dave Smaldone.
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The ACCA is an all-volunteer 501c3 nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving our region’s

wild birds through research, education, and rehabilitation. Injured wild birds can be dropped off
at Cheat Lake Animal Hospital 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For more information, visit their
website at www.accawv.org.
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