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set the stage for development
of garden spaces within the
more on this project.

a much-needed first building
to the Garden. During the

summer of 2013, West Virginia
University students erected

Solar house exterior.

Photo by Jason Flakes, U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon.

the “PEAK” (Preserving Energy

with Appalachian Knowledge) house on the WVU Evansdale campus in preparation
for the Department of Energysponsored Solar Decathlon

competition in California last fall.

This 1000-square-foot structure was
designed to feature state-of-the-

art energy efficiency technologies

and sustainable building concepts.
Solar house interior.

Photo by Jason Flakes, U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon.

A group of WVBG Board members

toured the house and concluded that

such a building would be a wonderful
addition to the Garden.

(Continued on page 7)

West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
George W. Longenecker, Executive Director
Bill Johnson, President
Victoria Cather, Vice-president
Barb Howe, Secretary
Dave Barnett, Treasurer
Linda Bagby
Denise Gwinn
Barbara Howe
Jodie Jackson
Beverly Martin
Jo Ann Nicholas
David Samuel
Jennifer Selin
Kurt Skasik
Sally Taylor
Jack Thompson
Jon Weems
Kathy Zimmerman

LIFE DIRECTOR
Frank Scafella

STAFF
Erin Smaldone,
Volunteer Coordinator & Education Director

MAILING ADDRESS
West Virginia Botanic Garden
714 Venture Drive, PMB #121
Morgantown, WV 26508-7306
(304) 376-2717

GARDEN LOCATION
1061 Tyrone Road
Morgantown, WV 26508
www.wvbg.org
The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.
is incorporated in West Virginia as a
tax-exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
organization. Contributions are deductible
to the extent allowed by law. West Virginia residents
may obtain a summary of the registration and
financial documents for
the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.
from the Secretary of State, State Capitol,
Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does
not imply endorsement.

NEWSLETTER
Editor: Erin Smaldone
Copyeditors: Barb Howe
& Sally Taylor
Designer: Lisa Bridges
Contributors: Victoria Cather,
Bill Johnson, George Longenecker,
Erin Smaldone, and Jack Thompson

Pardon the Mess—Multiple Projects Underway
By George W. Longenecker, Executive Director
Anyone who has been at the Botanic Garden recently has probably noticed some

changes. Storage containers have appeared in the area where we recently held our
Ben, BBQ + Bluegrass event. Read more about the project requiring these in the
President’s article “Building” the Garden on page one.

On the other side of the reservoir basin, we have removed a number of trees at
the end of the dam not far from the old spillway. This is in preparation for the

breaching of the old dam that the West Virginia Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) has long required. Although the reservoir was built with no

stream directly entering it and is now mostly dry, it has the potential of holding
enough water to bring it under the regulation of the DEP. This means it must

either be brought up to standards that would allow it to safely hold water as it

did when it was used as a water supply for the City of Morgantown, or it must be

breached. To make it safe to hold water would mean removing all the trees on the
dam and taking out the tree roots. Many people enjoy the present tree-lined walk
across the dam, and it is one that would be hard to replace anywhere else.

Breaching the dam entails making an opening in the dam that is large enough

to prevent water from a major storm from building up behind the dam. In order
to retain the trail that exists there now, the breach will be done with two large

culverts through the dam. The Morgantown Utility Board (MUB) will do the work
starting in late July or early August with a goal of finishing by September 15th.

During the time they are working on this project, the Reservoir Loop Trail will be
closed from near the Imperial East entrance gate to the bridge that crosses Jones
Run on the east side of the reservoir. There will be signs indicating the trail is
closed. Please obey them.

MUB will also access the project through the Imperial East entrance, making use

of this entrance a bit hazardous to those who are used to coming in there. For your
own safety, we recommend that you use the main entrance on Tyrone Road for the
duration of the project.

Once the culverts are in place, we will restore the trail and replant the area. A Boy
Scout has indicated an interest in planting the area with trees and shrubs as his
Eagle Scout project. We look forward to getting this breach completed because,

once the dam is no longer a concern of the DEP, we can continue with the WVBG
master plan and add some ponds within the reservoir basin.

Thank you for understanding that progress often means making a temporary mess
of things. Thank you also for staying out of harm’s way during these projects.

2

Summer 2014

Species Spotlight: Common Buttonbush
By George Longenecker
Common buttonbush, or Cephalanthus occidentalis, is a three-to-eight-

foot tall shrub native on floodplains, but it will tolerate any good, moist
garden soil. Its white flowers are very attractive to butterflies from

late June into August. The flowers are borne in spherical clusters about
one inch in diameter. The fruit is an aggregate of nutlets about one-half
inch in diameter that look like round brown buttons, hence the name

“buttonbush.” It has glossy foliage that appears late in the spring, after
most other plants are in full leaf. Buttonbush is easily propagated

from softwood or hardwood cuttings or seed. Deer will browse it so

it will need some protection. It is a very desirable plant for a wet spot

in the garden. A common buttonbush has recently been planted in the
Butterfly Garden at the WVBG and is still adapting to the new site.

Common buttonbush.

Photo by George Longenecker.

The WVBG Welcomes Summer Staff
Our newest employee, Phil

WVU Federal Work-Study Program. She hit the ground running

Virginia University Landscape

Garden. Her experience working with children continued in

Cole, is a graduate of the West
Architecture Program and is

originally from Waynesburg,

Pennsylvania. He, along with
his wife Kellie, have recently
Phil Cole.

Photo courtesy of Phil Cole.

relocated to Morgantown from St.

Clairsville, Ohio, where he worked
for eight years with the firm Hays

Landscape Architecture Studio.

Phil has managed projects of both residential and commercial

scale, including the 2014 Spring Show at Phipps Conservatory
in Pittsburgh. In May Phil, “wanting to get his hands dirty,”
started a part-time position with the WVBG assisting

Executive Director George Longenecker with site projects. Phil
also likes hiking, cycling, and relaxing by a fire with a guitar.

The WVBG is pleased to welcome Jessica Collins to our team

this summer. Jessica is a senior history major at West Virginia
University (WVU) and has been helping us out through the

in early May by assisting with school groups on site at the
June when she acted as a Summer Nature Camp leader. In

addition Jessica has been helping George with site work as

well as greeting and orienting visitors to the site on weekends
as a WVBG Representative. Jessica will continue to serve the
Garden until the end of the

summer term at WVU in early
August. Her assistance has

been tremendously valuable

to us during this busy summer
season. We extend sincere

thanks to Jessica and wish her
the best with the remainder

of her studies and beyond. We
also very much appreciate the
financial support of WVU and

the Federal Work Study Program

Jessica Collins.

Photo by George Longenecker.

for allowing us to have Jessica’s assistance.
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Ben, BBQ + Bluegrass a Success
By Victoria Cather
A beautiful summer day set the tone for this year’s Garden fundraiser, Ben, BBQ + Bluegrass on June 14, 2014. It was

an energized, fun-filled evening for our guests. Everyone enjoyed a little down-home comfort with the foot-stomping music of

the Falling Run Bluegrass Band that included a special appearance by former Morgantown resident Ray Hicks. Martin’s BBQ Joint

provided tasty “melt in your mouth” BBQ with all the fixin’s! Local breweries provided craft beer selections and wine followed by
Tutto Gelato’s flavorful gelato and the best pecan pie “east of the Mississippi” by Martin’s!

Guests dance to the Falling Run Bluegrass Band.
Photo by Candace Nelson (Candace Lately).

Guests enjoy food, music, and the Garden at the Ben, BBQ + Bluegrass
event. Photo by DaveSmaldone.

We did not just eat and drink! We were especially excited to

Jack Thompson co-chaired the event committee with me,

as the lucky winner of the Biafore Landscape Development,

members, guests, and Board members for always aiding

unveil Ben Gazsi’s eco-sculpture and to announce Ken Neer

LLC landscape package valued at $2,000! Congratulations Ken!

Everyone had the opportunity to bid on fun and eclectic auction
items along with creative potted gardens that local nurseries

and individuals designed for us, all in an effort to raise money
for the ongoing needs of the Botanic Garden. Also, President

Bill Johnson announced that we would soon be receiving the

solar decathlon house from WVU. You can read about that in his
article elsewhere in this newsletter.

and we wish to wholeheartedly thank our sponsors, donors,
in support of such a great event for the Garden, a true

Morgantown and West Virginia treasure! It takes a good team

of individuals to put on a charity event, so many, many thanks

to our committee of volunteers who always rise to the occasion
to help make WVBG events the events that people all over
Morgantown are beginning to talk about.

Our secret is out!

Aaron Sears with Bella Fiore once again outdid himself with
beautiful and creative displays of daisies and wildflowers
nestled among the paths and straw bales throughout the

event. His creative outlet always leaves the event committee
astonished by the time the show begins!

We would be remiss if we didn’t mention Lisa Bridges Designs
and Lisa’s marketing and graphic work created for the event.

Lisa has provided us with such colorful and creative graphics
for the past three years, all works of art suitable for framing!
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Grand prize landscape package winner Ken Neer (left) with Patick, Ava, and
Mike Biafore. Photo by Linda Bagby.

Name Ben’s Bird

By Jack Thompson

The West Virginia Botanic Garden is home to sculptor Ben Gazsi’s latest work. We
unveiled the 10-foot-plus-tall sculpture of a red-tailed hawk at the Ben, BBQ +

Bluegrass event on June 14th, and it is now on permanent display in the Garden.
The sculpture is also looking for a name.

Victoria Cather, West Virginia Botanic Garden Board member said, “We are

looking for the community to name the sculpture. We hope that the public will
visit the Garden and be inspired by the harmony of Ben’s work and its natural
setting to create a name for the piece”.

The work was created out of natural materials mostly found in the garden that

included wild grape vines, alder branches, small dead saplings, leaves, hay, moss,
natural concrete mix, and burlap.

The sculptor was originally inspired by the Avian Conservation Center of

Appalachia’s release of a red-tailed hawk in the Garden. Gazsi stated, “The

Garden Board gave me complete artistic freedom when creating this work. I

Sculptor Ben Gazsi with the hawk.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

immediately wanted to do a bird as the Garden is itself a natural bird sanctuary,

and birds are the most prominent animals in the Garden. I am really pleased with how it turned out. The hawk is proud,

overlooking, and protective. The Garden is the best setting I have ever worked in and provides an expansive backdrop from every
angle,” he added.

Ben’s bird is the sculptor’s last project in Morgantown for a while. Ben is a 2014 graduate of West Virginia University’s College

of Creative Arts and will continue his education at Alfred University in the fall, working on his Master of Fine Arts degree with a
concentration in sculpture.

If you would like to suggest a name for the bird, please visit our website at www.wvbg.org and click on the
“vote to name the hawk” link on the home page under Announcements. We will accept submissions until
September 15th and announce the winner and the sculpture’s new name at our Fall Children’s Festival on October 5th.

many thanks to our much appreciated sponsors

Barbara Alexander, Owner/Broker

Rachel Wood

Thanks to all of our committee members and volunteers who have worked many hours to help make this event a success!
Event co-chairs, Victoria Cather and Jack Thompson
Committee Members

Linda Bagby, Dave Barnett, Lori Battelli, Margrit Blakely, Lisa Bridges, Rod Brundage, Jessica Collins,
Nicole Edwards,Christopher Folio, Elizabeth Guffey, Barb Howe, Jodie Jackson, Jenny Kelly, George Longenecker,
Beverly Martin, Jo Ann Nicholas,Dave Samuel, Aaron Sears, Erin Smaldone, Sally Taylor

A special thanks to Lisa Bridges Design, Belle Fiore, Aaron Sears, John Todd, and our decoration crew, pick-up, parking, set up,
teardown and clean up crews!
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Learning and Exploration Abound at the Garden

By Erin Smaldone

This season the WVBG has played host to an abundance of visitors here to learn, explore, play, and simply enjoy all the Garden
has to offer. Participants have enjoyed several new programs in addition to our regular offerings. Our educational walks have
attracted folks looking to learn about owls, song birds, salamanders, plants, and the WVBG gardens, while our workshops

have inspired new artists, container gardeners, and floral designers! Some folks even had the chance to bring balance to their

body and mind while practicing yoga surrounded by nature. All of these programs

provide our community members and visitors a chance to learn, grow, and connect
with the world around them. We still have a number of programs yet to come this
year, so please come out and join us! You can find the full schedule of events and
register for workshops on our website at www.wvbg.org.
WVBG programs offered
specifically for children

continue to grow and delight.
Third graders investigating tadpoles.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

We welcomed school children

to our newly developed school
programs this spring. Third

graders thoroughly enjoyed

learning about life cycles by viewing tadpoles in their natural habitat and

planting seeds to take home and watch grow. Pre-K students learned about

being scientists as they explored and used their senses and a magnifying lens
to observe nature. What discoveries those little eyes make! Of course the fun
does not end when school gets out. For 15 lucky youngsters, it continued at

Campers with a salamander. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

the WVBG Summer Nature Camp offered in June. Campers pressed flowers, caught
insects, tracked wildlife, simulated water filtration, decorated reusable canvas

bags, and got to see live raptors up close! Catching crayfish and salamanders in
the creek also remained a camper favorite activity.

As these programs and their popularity continue to grow, we are excited about the
potential to offer more. In order for program growth to become a reality, we need
additional support. If you are interested in becoming a walk, workshop, school
program or camp leader or would like to contribute financial support, please
Third graders with their potted seeds.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

contact Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704. We at the WVBG

extend sincere thanks to the many wonderful walk, workshop, school program,
and camp leaders for making all of these opportunities possible.

Plant Labels Coming Soon
Our winter survey revealed that many of you would like to see plant labels in the Botanic Garden. We have evaluated labels

from a number of companies and will be ordering our first batch soon. We are currently compiling an up-to-date and accurate

account of the species at the Garden. We will place the labels with their plants starting with the more significant flowers, shrubs,
and trees in the area around the kiosk and progressing to the Secret Garden and Shade Garden. Once these are in place, we can
evaluate them and their effectiveness.
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Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!
All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.
*INDIVIDUAL ($25) -- discounts on Logo Items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members only events,
reduced prices for special activities and special previews of plant sales
*FAMILY ($50) -- the same opportunities that apply to an Individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) -- all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) -- all of the above plus free admission to a workshop
*PATRON ($500) -- all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) -- all of the above plus a home garden consultation

I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________________ level and will make my check payable to the “West
Virginia Botanic Garden.” You may publish my name. ___Yes ___No
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
City___________________________________State______ ZIP Code _____________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Please send me planned giving information
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail
Online
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts and more is available online at www.wvbg.org.
Thank you for your generosity!

Please return this form, along with payment, to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB 121, Morgantown, WV 26508

“Building the Garden” (Continued from page 1)
After several months of discussion, the WVBG and the University have agreed to collaborate to re-erect the PEAK

building at the Garden. As part of the agreement, WVU students will continue to use the building for energy efficiency
research. At this writing, detailed planning to move the components to the Garden and to construct a foundation and support
structure for the building are in progress. We hope to complete construction before the end of this year.
The building will address several important needs, including:

• A central point for greeting and orienting visitors to the Garden,
• Office space for Garden staff and volunteers,

• An indoor area that can be used for group activities and small meetings, and
• A central storage location for Garden and office supplies.

Past fundraising activities and the generous contributions of many individuals and organizations make this project possible.
Please join me in thanking the West Virginia University College of Engineering and Mineral Resources for making this
wonderful building available to the Garden for the enjoyment and education of our visitors.

Create A Legacy
The ability of the WVBG to grow depends on the generosity of caring people who make financial commitments for the future

of the WVBG. Including the West Virginia Botanic Garden in your estate plan will help to provide the support that is needed to
sustain this wonderful community resource for years to come. Your financial planner can help with this. Sample language for
bequeaths is available on our website, www.wvbg.org.
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Sixth Annual Fall Children’s
Festival Coming October 5th!
Mark your calendars because the Fall Children’s Festival is scheduled for Sunday,
October 5th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Bring the family for an afternoon of delight,
including fairy house building, seasonal crafts, and delicious refreshments.

There may even be some special guests of the four-legged or winged variety.

This festival has proven to be a community favorite and grows in popularity and
attendance each year. Therefore, we strongly encourage carpooling. As always,
the festival is free and

open to the public, but

donations are appreciated.
We can also accept credit
Guests enjoy the 2013 Fall Children’s
Festival. Photo by Liz Bacaj.

card payments for WVBG

merchandise like t-shirts.

We look forward to seeing
you there!
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Pumpkin painting is a crowd favorite. Photo by Liz Bacaj.

