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The shriveled flowers and blackened stems on my zinnias after a recent hard frost 
confirm that another gardening year is ending. As the trees and shrubs shed their leaves 
and the herbaceous perennials retreat into 
dormancy, the bones of the garden are once 
again becoming visible. It is a good time to be 
thankful for this year’s successes and to reflect 
on future improvements.

I wish I had enough space to thank each person 
and organization who has helped to make 2014 
another successful year at the Botanic Garden!  
A few highlights:

•  With significant financial support from 
the West Virginia Nursery and Landscape 
Association, we recently purchased 1.7 acres adjoining the Tyrone Road entrance to the 
Garden. Thanks to the Seremetis family for making this important addition possible.

•  The Tibbs Run Reservoir dam breach project is finally nearing completion. Special 
thanks to our neighbors for tolerating the noise and disruption! 

•  “Sylvia,” the red-tailed hawk sculpture created by former West Virginia University 
student Ben Gazsi, now overlooks the Butterfly Garden and was the focal point of “Ben, 
BBQ, & Bluegrass.” Thanks to everyone who made this a great event!

Turning to the future, we have engaged two nationally-recognized experts in public 
garden design and management to help us envision the Garden in the year 2020 and 
to develop a strategic plan to achieve the vision. Bill Noble, formerly the director of 
conservation with the Garden Conservancy, led the first two-day workshop. 

Giving Thanks and Looking Forward                                 
 by Bill Johnson, Board President

(Continued on page 4)
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Fall beauty at the West Virginia Botanic Garden.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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Rhododendron Garden:
In last year’s fall/winter newsletter (See “New Things Happening at the 
WVBG”), I introduced you to the beginnings of the Rhododendron Garden. 
This year we removed stumps and laid out paths. In October some of 
the original group Kinsey Gleason of Lexington, Kentucky, organized in 
2013 to start the garden returned 
along with some new workers. They 
cleared the paths of rocks and bumps 
and spread wood chips left from last 
year’s project. They planted thirty-
five plants, including rhododendrons, 
evergreen azaleas, and other acid-
loving plants.  We purchased some 
of the plants; Rich Farm Nursery in 
Smithfield, Pennsylvania; Joseph’s 
Nursery in Bridgeport, West Virginia; 
Mount Zion Nursery in Fairmont, 
West Virginia; and Penny Caldwell 
in Masontown, West Virginia, 
donated many. We give our thanks 
to all of them.  The group also raised 
over $3,000 for a memorial bench and for supplies and plants for the 
Rhododendron Garden. We hope that visitors will enjoy this garden as 
it bursts into flower next spring and through the seasons, as plants have 
been chosen to bring interest at all seasons.  

Dam Breach:
The dam breach that has kept a portion of the Reservoir Loop Trail closed 
for several months will have to remain closed until the Morgantown Utility 
Board (MUB) project is completed. While the eight- foot-diameter culverts 
are in place and the dam is back to its original height, the channel leading 
from near the outlet structure to the pipes has yet to be completed. Then 
the trail will need to be put back to its original condition before it will be 
safe to take down the barricades. This has been a different type of project 
than MUB is used to doing. “We are used to eight-inch culverts, not eight-
foot culverts,” someone said. Everyone will all be happy when this project 
is finished.   

A Few Site Updates
                 by George W. Longenecker, Executive Director

A few of the rhododendrons recently planted in the 
Rhododendron Garden.   Photo by Erin Smaldone.

 Special thanks to our departing board members, Denise Gwinn, Jo Ann Nicholas, and
 Kurt Skasik. We appreciate your time and commitment to the Garden! 

 A warm welcome to our new board members, Matt Jenks, Nell Kimble, and Sven 
 Verlinden. We look forward to working with you!



The Spring 2014 issue of West Virginia History: A Journal of Regional Studies includes my article entitled “The Public’s 
Water and a Public Garden: A Case Study in Public History.” I discussed the process of researching the history of 
Morgantown’s water supply and the Tibbs Run Reservoir site and then developing the interpretive signs and the 
related programming that led to our Award of Merit from the American Association for State and Local History in 
2013. The issue came out in the summer and includes three articles to show how historians can share history with a 
variety of audiences outside the classroom. The West Virginia University Press publishes West Virginia History, which 
can be ordered online at wvupressonline.com/journals/wv_history.

Dr. Melissa Bingmann, director of the West Virginia University Public History Program, was the guest editor for 
this issue and wrote an introduction to the articles, while Dr. Ken Fones-Wolf is the editor of the journal.  Both Drs. 
Bingmann and Fones-Wolf wrote the crucial letters of support for our award nomination. In fact, when I asked Dr. 
Fones-Wolf to write that letter, he invited me to write this article and be part of this special issue. I want to thank both 
of them for giving me another opportunity to promote the Botanic Garden, this time to an audience of scholars and 
amateurs interested in West Virginia history. 

We had another year full of educational programs at the Botanic Garden in 2014. The educational walk series has 
increased in popularity, and people have been excited to attend walks that have been a regular part of our series, as well 

as new additions. We were excited to offer a number of new workshops 
this year along with a yoga series. Each year the WVBG Programs 
Committee gets together to discuss the offerings for the coming year. If 
you have ideas for a new walk, workshop, or similar program that would 
be appropriate to take place at the Botanic Garden, send them our way! 
Remember that we also need someone who is familiar with the subject 
who can volunteer to lead the program. Please contact Education Director 
Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704 with your ideas or to 
volunteer to lead a program.

Send Us Your Education Program Ideas
by Erin Smaldone

More Publicity for the West Virginia Botanic Garden
 by Barb Howe

Derek Blackwell and Lauren Martin of the Avian 
Conservation Center of Appalachia with Birch 
the screech owl.  Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Participants of the Container Gardening Workshop led by Jan 
Mitchell (not pictured) show off their containers. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Sue Olcott (left) discusses a butterfly at the Insect 
Walk.  Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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Species Spotlight: Common Witchhazel
by Bill Johnson

Common Witchhazel. Photo by George Longenecker.

Walking through the Garden with Bill on a chilly October morning, the natural beauty of the site shone through. A key 
principle that emerged from the workshop is that we should emphasize and enhance the site’s natural features and 
cultural heritage to create memorable experiences for visitors. We have an extraordinary range of garden habitats 
with which to work, including woodland, open ground, wetland, and open water. Plantings will be developed in the 
central core of the Garden, with the new building as a focal point, while maintaining the ecological integrity of most of 
the site.

Your continued support is critical to make the vision a reality. One of our near-term goals is to triple – to – 1,000  the 
number of Friends of the Botanic Garden. If you are not already a member, please consider joining. If you are already 
a Friend, please consider stepping up to the next membership level. Together we are creating a unique resource for 
West Virginia. 

Looking Forward  (Continued from page 1)

What is that shrub blooming in the Garden on Halloween?  Witchhazel, of course!  Our native witchhazel thrives in the 
Botanic Garden’s well-drained acid soils. Look for it above the entrance road near the lower parking lot. 

Hamamelis virginiana, or Common Witchhazel, is a large shrub or 
small tree native to the eastern United States. Its yellow flowers 
appear in late fall in clusters along the branches, often hidden 
by the leaves. The genus name – Hamamelis – refers to the plant 
having fruit and flowers at the same time. The common name 
does not actually refer to witchcraft; it is derived from the Middle 
English “wiche,” meaning “pliant or bendable.”

Native Americans used an extract from witchhazel to treat 
swellings and inflammations. European settlers adopted 
the practice, and even today witchhazel extract is available 
commercially as an astringent.

H. virginiana is one of three North American species of 
witchhazel. Like many of our native plants, the witchhazels have Asian counterparts: H. japonica from Japan and H. 
mollis from China. H. virginiana is the only fall-blooming witchhazel, as all of the others flower from winter to early 
spring. Other closely related plants often used in gardens include Fothergilla and Parrotia.

Most witchhazels found at nurseries are cultivars of H. x intermedia, a hybrid of the two Asian species. Modern 
cultivars are available in a variety of flower colors ranging from yellow to orange to red and even purple. Fall foliage 
color is also excellent. In addition to brightening the winter garden, many cultivars are quite fragrant. 

As understory plants in their native habitat, witchhazels are adapted to the dappled shade from tall deciduous 
trees. However they will also do well – and flower better – in full sun. In the home garden, you may want to choose a 
location next to a path or driveway, where you can enjoy the color and fragrance on a sunny winter day. 
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  Preparations for WVBG’s First Building are Underway  
by Linda Bagby

In the last newsletter, we bought you the happy news that the West Virginia University 2013 Solar Decathlon 
Competition house was coming to the West Virginia Botanic Garden. If you have been to the Garden lately, you 
may have seen it, although you probably did not recognize it. Right now the parts of the disassembled building 
are neatly stacked in and around 
the event lawn or stored in the 
large trailer.  

The detailed process of siting the 
building and adapting the design 
to meet the Garden’s needs is 
nearly complete:

•  The 1,000-square-foot 
solar house was designed for 
a perfectly flat site, not the 
topography we have at the 
Garden.  The gentle slope above 
the Meadow Bed has been selected 
as the site for the new building. This central location offers a sunny south-facing exposure to capitalize on the 
building’s solar features.  

•  Taking advantage of the slope, a new foundation and framing plan has been created with a full-height walk-out 
basement that will include rest rooms, a classroom/meeting area, storage space, and a small kitchen. 

•  The original residential layout has been adapted to meet the WVBG’s needs. For example bedrooms will 
become offices, and the living room will serve as the visitor reception and orientation area. A new design for a 
large deck will provide wonderful views from the upper level.

•  LaQuatra Bonci Associates Landscape Architecture firm has been working with us on the site plan for the 
building to determine how the grading and circulation can be accomplished to provide accessible entrances and 
to establish where retaining walls will be needed. 

•  We have decided on a design for a septic system and have received our permit to proceed.

The next major step will be selecting a contractor to build the foundation and reassemble the solar building on 
top. We still hope that work can begin this year, weather permitting. Our goal for occupancy is late spring of 
2015. How exciting it will be to have a new building for a new year of growth! 

Architect Larry Martin has been working with the WVBG on the final building design. The south side 
of the building, facing the reservoir basin, is shown above. Drawing by Larry Martin. 
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The sixth annual Fall Children’s Festival was held on October 5th at 
the Garden. It was a chilly day with temperatures in the mid-50s, 
but that did not stop the crowd! Approximately 620 people were in 
attendance during the three-hour festival that included pumpkin 
painting, art crafts, pine cone bird feeders, take-home bulb planting, 
making “seed bombs,” and the ever-popular fairy house building.  
Festival-goers also enjoyed a wide variety of home-made breads, 
cookies, apple cider, and other delicious treats. The Children’s 
Discovery Museum of West Virginia provided a fun craft, and 
special guests included birds from the Avian Conservation Center 
of Appalachia and Ginger the goat. Thanks to all who attended and 
participated in the day’s activities. Special thanks to the sixty-three 
volunteers who made the festival a success and to the Weldon Family 
Foundation for funding the event.

Pumpkin painting fun. Photo by Michelle Sloane.

Fall Children’s Festival a Big Success Once Again!    
by Erin Smaldone

One of many fariy house builders with 
his fairy house. Photo by Michelle Sloane.

Making pine cone bird feeders. 
Photo by Michelle Sloane.

The American Public Gardens Association sponsored a Small Garden Symposium at Fellows Riverside Gardens 
in Youngstown, Ohio, in September. The symposium was specifically targeted at gardens in the early stages of 
development that have relatively small budgets and few, if any, full-time employees. The topics presented included 
ideas to help small gardens take the next steps in developing their organizations, programs, and income-generating 
capabilities and in managing their collections of plants.  

In addition to attending many valuable and informative sessions, Executive Director George Longenecker and board of 
directors member Linda Bagby enjoyed making contacts with representatives from many botanic gardens and arboreta 
around the country and Canada. A highlight of the three-day conference was Dan Hinkley’s lecture about his adventures 
in the mountains of Vietnam; Hinkley is a well-known plant collector and designer.  The conference concluded with 
a tour of the newly-opened Pittsburgh Botanic Garden. It was very helpful to see and hear how other gardens have 
successfully dealt with issues public gardens face and to enjoy the beauty of the gardens presented.

Planting a spring bulb to take home. 
Photo by Michelle Sloane.

West Virginia Botanic Garden Representatives Attend Small Garden Symposium
by Linda Bagby
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All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.  
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.

*INDIVIDUAL  ($25) — discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members only events, 
  reduced prices for special activities and special previews of plant sales                                                                                                         
*FAMILY ($50) — the same opportunities that apply to an individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) — all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) — all of the above plus free admission to a workshop 
*PATRON ($500) — all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) — all of the above plus a home garden consultation     
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________________ level and will make my check payable to the “West 
Virginia Botanic Garden.”   You may publish my name.  ___Yes ___No
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________State_______ ZIP Code _______________________________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send me planned giving information  
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail     On-line     
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts, and more is available on-line at www.wvbg.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

Please return this form, along with payment, to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB 121, Morgantown, WV 26508

Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

The year 2015 will be one of change at the West Virginia Botanic Garden. With completion of our first building and 
additional landscaping on-site will come an increase in volunteer staffing needs. We are excited to have a building 
underway where we can welcome and orient visitors every day of the week. This means the gate to the lower parking 
area will be open and the Garden will be more easily accessible to a wide variety of visitors. We will soon be seeking 
people who would like to staff the welcome center desk. Four-hour or eight-hour shifts will be available. In addition 
we will need people who can help us with upkeep of the newly landscaped area outside of the building as well as 
our other established garden areas. As popularity and Garden visitation increases, we also expect to be leading more 
group tours and special programs and would appreciate people who can help with these activities. If behind-the-
scenes committee work is a better fit for you, we have opportunities in the areas of fundraising and public relations, 
site planning, seeking grants, developing programs, and financial planning. If any of these volunteer opportunities 
interest you, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8704. Thanks!

As the Garden Grows, so does the Need for Volunteers
by Erin Smaldone

Don’t Forget to Sign Your Children up for Summer Nature Camp!
Due to increased popularity, we hope to offer two sessions of the WVBG Summer Nature Camp next summer — one in 
June and another in July. The day camp runs for five days and is for children ages seven to ten. We are also considering 
offering a half-day camp for younger children, ages four to six, in July. More information and registration can be found 
on our website, www.wvbg.org, by March.
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WVBG Bird Guide Now Available!
A new “Beginner’s Guide to Birds at the WVBG and Beyond” is a full-color brochure that 
includes photos and descriptions of thirteen common birds present at the Garden, plus tips 
on birding and bird identification. The brochure also includes a small section on birding 
at home and additional resources for the beginner birder. Dee Fulton and Erin Smaldone 
developed the brochure, which is available in the information kiosk at the WVBG. A pdf 
version of the guide, along with other species lists, can be found on-line at www.wvbg.org.

Landscape Architecture Alumni Reception
This year the West Virginia University (WVU) Landscape 
Architecture (LA) program is celebrating fifty years since the 
program was established. Executive Director George Longe-
necker taught landscape architecture at WVU for thirty-nine 
of those years and holds the title of professor emeritus. A 
casual reception and tour of the Botanic Garden was held on 
September 20th to show returning LA alumni how George has 
been spending his time since “retirement” and how much the 
Garden has changed in recent years. Many remarked about the 
progress since they had visited the site during their LA classes.

George Longenecker with LA alum 
John Gazsi (right) and his wife 
Claudia next to the hawk sculpture 
built by the Gazsis’ son Ben.
Photo by Linda Bagby.
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