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New Property, New Plans for the Future
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The annual plant sale is one of my favorite events at the Garden. Not only do I get to be
a “kid in a candy store” while selecting plants, I also get to meet many Friends of the
Garden during the sale. We held this year’s sale at
the recently acquired property adjacent to the main
Garden entrance. The level, shaded yard and easy
access from Tyrone Road and the upper parking lot
made for an ideal location for strolling through the
plants and catching up with friends. Thanks to those
who came, we raised $750 for the Garden.
While showing some plant sale customers around
the property, I was reminded of how fortunate we
are to have been able to acquire it. The purchase
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The Garden is
open daily dawn
to dusk.
Admission is free!

Supporters of the WVBG, including President Bill Johnson
(center), accept a check from Robert C. Orndorff and
Christine Mitchell of Dominion.
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Customers shopping at the Plant Sale.
Photo by George W. Longenecker.

of the 1.7-acre property included a
furnished ranch-style house. Thanks to
the hard work of a dedicated cadre of
volunteers, the “estate sale” on April
13th raised about $1,400 and, more
importantly, cleared the way for future
uses of the house. Already we are using
the space for Board and committee
meetings and creating office space for
staff use while construction of the Solar
Welcome Center is in progress.

Fund-raising activities such as the plant
and estate sales provide much needed
support for current Garden operations.
(Continued on page 3)
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Franklin B. Pelurie got a degree in forestry, but upon working for a nursery
found there were many more interesting plants than just trees. He became
an ardent collector of azaleas and rhododendrons,
growing most of them from seed he collected on
trips. In 2004 the Middle Atlantic Chapter (MAC)
of the American Rhododendron Society presented
him with its Bronze Medal Award (the highest
honor) in recognition of his many contributions
to the chapter over many years. He was chapter
president from May 2001 to May 2003. He planned
meetings in Blacksburg and Roanoke, Virginia, and
Bluefield, Elkins, and Lewisburg, West Virginia.
He has been the webmaster for the MAC website
Frank Pelurie.
Photo by George Longenecker.
and was primarily responsible for getting the site
online. He has contributed to West Virginia Master
Gardeners programs and was made an Honorary Master Gardener in 2007.
Last fall Davis Nursery gave the WVBG 127 azaleas of twenty-five different
species and varieties that Mr. Pelurie had propagated, labeled, and given
to Davis Nursery for safekeeping. When Donna Davis contacted us asking
if we would be interested, we had just started the Rhododendron Garden
and said “yes.” They arrived as small plants in six-inch pots. They were set
in a bed of mulch in the shade house in the service area. All survived the
harsh winter. This spring Mr. Pelurie contacted us directly, saying he had
more things for us if we were interested. He commented that, because he
was getting up in years and had to clean out two other houses, he did not
want to make anyone clean out his house someday. Since then he has made
four trips from St. Albans. He has brought us over 140 plants including
seventy-two more labeled rhododendrons of twenty-two different kinds.
He also gave us his horticultural library of about eighty books and many
pamphlets. Thirty of the books are on rhododendrons. On one trip, he
brought boxes of new pots, pot labels, and many things to spur us on to
creating a greenhouse for propagating and growing plants. We are very
grateful to Mr. Pelurie for his generosity. These wonderful gifts will be put
to good use.

Support the West Virginia Botanic Garden by
Shopping Online at Amazon

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to West Virginia Botanic Garden Inc., whenever you shop on
AmazonSmile. This is the same Amazon you know: same products, same
prices, same service. Simply go to smile.amazon.com and search for the
West Virginia Botanic Garden or see our website, www.wvbg.org, for a direct
link. Thank you for your support. Every little bit helps!

WVBG to Host Business After Hours Family Event
by Jack Thompson
The Morgantown Area Chamber of Commerce and the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. are partnering to host the
Chamber’s monthly Business After Hours on July 15, 2015. The event is free and open to the Friends of the Garden
(WVBG members) and Chamber members.

A Business After Hours provides members of the Morgantown business
community the opportunity to network and connect in a casual social setting.
The July event will be family friendly and will feature live music, activities for
children including face painting and goat friends to pet, and refreshments such
as hot dogs, hamburgers, watermelon, and
Tutto Gelato. “We are really looking forward
to this. This is the first time we have really
encouraged our members to bring their
families to a Business After Hours event,“
Look for these goat friends at the event.
said Dan Kimble, president of the Chamber of
Photo by Nel Kimble.
Commerce. “The Botanic Garden is the perfect
setting for this event, as kids can run and play,
and the whole family can learn more about the garden,” he added.
Business After Hours begins at 5:30 p.m. on July 15th at the Garden.
No RSVP is needed.

Examples of Lisa Howell’s facepainting.
Photo courtesy of Lisa Howell.

New Plans (Continued from page 1)
Equally important is funding for long-range planning and development. So I am thrilled to report that, in a
ceremony at the Garden on June 9th, Robert C. Orndorff, Dominion Corporation’s senior policy advisor for state
and local affairs in West Virginia, presented a check for $25,000 from the Dominion Foundation Environmental
Stewardship grants program for development of the Core Master Plan.

As I have reported previously, our Vision 2020 workshops last fall confirmed the need to update the master plan
for the core of the Garden. Following the Morgantown Utility Board’s completion of the Tibbs Run dam breach
project, the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection has officially decertified the dam. We are
now free to pursue design and development activities within the former reservoir basin. This area contains
valuable wetlands, which are rare in West Virginia. The Dominion Foundation funds will help to hire a landscape
architecture firm to create a revised master plan and grading plan for this area. Goals include the preservation of
natural habitats (including wetlands), access to educational and inspirational landscapes, and the delineation of
future interpretive features.

Thanks to Dominion for its generous support of the Garden! Special thanks to Linda Bagby, Jodie Jackson, Erin
Smaldone, and Sally Taylor, who are the members of the Grants Subcommittee, for identifying this funding
opportunity and writing a compelling proposal! Additional thanks to Gary Nicholas, retired Vice President of Hope
Gas (now Dominion Hope), and Jo Ann Nicholas, former WVBG board member. Ours was one of only four projects
in West Virginia to be selected for funding.
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Preparations for Welcome Center Near Completion
by Linda Bagby, Building Subcommittee Chair
As we announced in previous newsletters, the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. received the wonderful gift of
West Virginia University’s 2013 1,000-square-foot entry into the national Solar Decathlon house competition for
us to adapt to use as our first building on the site. The sunny hillside
location near the event lawn that we chose allows us to add a walk-out
lower level which will double the useable square footage on the same
building footprint. LaQuatra Bonci Associates, landscape architects,
worked with us to site the building to facilitate access to both levels.
The involvement of Morgantown architect Larry Martin has been
crucial in modifying the house design to add stairs and to configure
the layout for optimal use of the spaces. The March-Westin Company
of Star City has been selected to be the contractor for the project.
Solar building components as seen from the location of President and CEO Phil Weser has taken a personal interest as he is
the future Welcome Center. Photo by Linda Bagby.
a neighbor and has been enthusiastic about enhancing the Garden to
make it an ever-increasing asset to the community. He and his staff
have painstakingly developed a scope of work for the construction that ensures that we will be able to afford to build
the basic structure. We anticipate that additional work will be needed to completely finish the lower level when we
can secure more funds or volunteer labor.
There are even more uncertainties in this project than in most building projects since many of the solar house
components have been stored outdoors since they returned to Morgantown after the competition. Everyone hopes
they will still go back together easily! We previously thought that we would need to have a septic system for waste
water because we did not know when the Morgantown Utility Board’s planned sewer line would be coming through
the Garden. Since that is slated to happen this summer, we can now plan to connect the building to that line. The
original plan called for a portion of the building roof to be “green”- that is, to have a vegetated section. Since this
would not be readily visible and access for maintenance would be difficult, a new location for a green roof was
created. It will provide a covered entry for the lower
level classroom and restrooms and will allow visitors
to easily see and learn about the design from the deck
off the main floor.
WVBG was very grateful to be chosen to receive a grant
from the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust to help
with the building in December 2014. Almost $20,000
was awarded to help us reestablish a green roof and
to provide much-needed equipment to outfit the new
spaces for WVBG use.

South elevation drawing of Welcome Center. Drawing by Larry Martin.

We will set a date for the groundbreaking very soon. We expect that construction will take roughly six months to
complete. We eagerly await the day when we will have a sheltered place to welcome visitors to the Garden, a space
to hold classes regardless of the weather, and on-site offices from which to operate the Garden. Thanks to one
extremely generous anonymous donor, the West Virginia Nursery and Landscape Association, the Stanley Smith
Horticultural Trust, the Mon-Cheat District Garden Clubs, and all of those who have given their financial support
through donations, memberships, and special events, the dream is becoming a reality!
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The WVBG Welcomes New Administrative Assistant
by Sally Taylor, Personnel and Compensation Committee Chair
The WVBG is pleased to welcome our newest employee, Stephanie Prescott, who began part-time work on June 1st as
our administrative assistant. Stephanie is originally from the Buffalo, New York, area. Along with her husband Mike,
she moved to Morgantown from Marietta, Georgia, this January. She graduated
from the State University of New York at Buffalo with a bachelor of science degree
in biology and environmental studies.
Stephanie worked with the Erie County Soil and Water Conservation District in
New York on environmental projects. While with the Environmental Education
Foundation of Soil and Water Conservation in New York, she worked on funding
research and grant applications. Several other positions provided valuable
experience in customer service and related administrative assistant-type work.

Stephanie said, “I am excited to have become a part of such a wonderful
organization. The WVBG has given me an opportunity to work at the community
level where I feel that I can have the most positive impact.”

Administrative Assistant Stephanie Prescott.
Photo by Mike Prescott.

Stephanie enjoys needlework, crafts, container gardening, camping, and walking

rail trails in her leisure time. While in Georgia, she was a supporter of the Atlanta Botanical Garden.

Former Board Member Kerr Crosby Passes On
by Linda Bagby
Kerr Crosby, an energetic and charismatic former member of the Botanic Garden Board
of Directors, has passed away at age seventy-four. Kerr served in many capacities during
her time on the Board from 2005 through 2009. Development, public relations, and event
planning were just a few of the activities she enjoyed. In those days, we had most of our
committee meetings in each other’s homes. I remember her generous hospitality during
the many meetings at Kerr and her husband Tom’s home while formulating the details of
a garden tour or our next event. Tom often served us special desserts while Kerr led the
meetings. Drake, their Doberman, would meet us at the door and lay close by while we
talked. Kerr was the chair of the 2007 “Gateway to the Garden”
celebration—our ribbon-cutting event for the road and trails
around the reservoir basin. She organized everything from the
guest list to the presentations to the food and music. Kerr actively
Kerr Crosby helping at
participated in whatever needed to be done, whether it was planning a garden tour.
Photo by Linda Bagby.
on committees, recruiting help, planting at the Garden, or writing
garden descriptions for the garden tour program. Kerr’s love for
plants (and her experience as a master gardener) was beautifully apparent in her garden
and in the colorful containers of flowers that graced her home. She put a special flair into
everything she did. I feel very fortunate to have had the chance to know her and to have
worked with her on many Botanic Garden endeavors.
Kerr with George Longenecker.
Photo by Linda Bagby.
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Oh, Deer!

by Phil Cole, Assistant Site Manager
As a landscape designer, I work on a variety of projects ranging in scale and scope. Clients will express their individual

preferences on maintenance, color, and certain plant material, but one request remains a constant: “provide plants that
the deer will not eat.” Being in northern West Virginia, we have a tremendous variety of
plant species. Unfortunately very few are overlooked by a passing deer. I can honestly say
that there is not one plant completely safe from being browsed. If hungry enough, a deer
will eat virtually anything. Deer browsing is also unpredictable. I have seen Blackeyed
Susans flourishing in one neighborhood and decimated in the next.
At the West Virginia Botanic Garden, we must stay on our toes to guard against the
constant threat of deer browsing of prized plant species throughout the property. Some
may have used products like Deer Fence to fortify tasty deer treats but have found that, not
only does the pungent scent keep deer away, it is enough to keep most people away.

Hosta is a deer favorite.

Photo by Erin Smaldone.
Our most effective defense has been milk. That is right. We use a mixture of one part milk
to three parts water sprayed directly on plants every ten days during the growing season to
protect new growth as it emerges. Deer typically are deterred from plants with fuzzy leaves and pungent odors. Luckily
for us, applying any kind of milk satisfies the latter category. Plus milk is economical, safe, and gives off very little
detectable odor once dried. We have also found that using the fertilizer Milorganite in the early spring as plants are
emerging will protect them until there is enough foliage to spray them.

We find that deer will target tender new growth on a variety of plants in the spring,
especially newly planted annuals and emerging wildflowers. Plants that remain on close
watch and are sprayed frequently during the summer (plants prone to severe damage at the
garden) are hosta, hydrangea, azaleas, daylily, phlox, pinks (Dianthus), stonecrop (Sedum),
Joepyeweed, spiderwort, lantana, aster, redbud, dogwoods, clematis, and tulip. These are a
few of the popular species we protect.

In the winter, our defense moves to the evergreens: rhododendron, azalea, cryptomeria,
arborvitae, falsecypress, holly, and yew. These we spray with full strength milk on warm days
in November, January, and March.

Plants that we rarely, if ever, protect at the Botanic Garden are: Boxwoods (Buxus),
ornamental grasses, Catmint (Nepeta), Russian Arborvitae (Microbiota), mints, Mountain
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
laurels (Kalmia), daffodil (Narcissus), ferns, juniper, Lenten Rose (Helleborus), marigold,
goldenrod, Shasta Daisy, European Bachelors Button (Centaure montana), Astilbes, Barberry, Summersweet Clethra
(Clethra), Coreopsis, Forsythia, and Leucothoe, among others.
Deer often pass hellebore by.

Beyond browsing we also protect young trees from rubbing, where bucks are marking their territory by rubbing their
antlers against small trees. In most cases, this act damages enough of the tree’s bark and cambium that it eventually
kills the tree. We arm most young tree plantings with trunk protectors and occasionally spray them with milk as well.

At the Botanic Garden, we try to promote a harmony with natural plant habitats and native animals, but sometimes one
must go on the defense, especially with the overabundance of deer in our area. Again no plant is truly safe from deer
damage but, with the right selections and appropriate defense, we can all enjoy the fruits and flowers of our labors a
little bit more.
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Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!
All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.
*STUDENT ($15) — discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members-only events,
reduced prices for special activities, and special previews of plant sales

*INDIVIDUAL ($25) — discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members-only events,
reduced prices for special activities, and special previews of plant sales
*FAMILY ($50) — the same opportunities that apply to an individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) — all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) — all of the above plus free admission to a workshop
*PATRON ($500) — all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) — all of the above plus a home garden consultation

I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________________ level and will make my check payable to the “West
Virginia Botanic Garden” or fill in the membership form and pay online at www.wvbg.org. You may publish my name. ___Yes ___No
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________State_______ ZIP Code _______________________________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send me planned giving information
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail
On-line
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts, and more is available on-line at www.wvbg.org.
Thank you for your generosity!

Please return this form, along with payment, to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB 121, Morgantown, WV 26508

Plant Labels Coming Soon
by George W. Longenecker
One of the requests we often receive is for labels on the plants. These are very much needed as part of the education mission of
the WVBG. While we do not have the space for equipment to make permanent labels for plants, we have been given money to
purchase commercial labels made to our specification. Here is an example of what they will look like.

Along with the common name, scientific name, family names, and hardiness zones, most will have the origin of the plant listed

as well. The hardiness zones should be of concern to most gardeners because this indicates how well a plant will respond to the

winter conditions where they live and whether it might need winter protection. Hardiness zones 5 (coldest) through 7 (warmest)
can all be found in West Virginia, depending upon elevation and latitude. We hope our visitors will find the labels helpful.

Examples of what the labels will look like.

By George Longenecker.
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Seventh Annual Fall Children’s Festival Coming October 3rd!
The Fall Children’s Festival is scheduled for Saturday, October 3rd, from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. Bring the family for an afternoon of
delight, including fairy house building, seasonal crafts, and delicious refreshments. There may even be some special guests of

the four-legged or winged variety. This festival has proven to be a community favorite and grows in popularity and attendance
each year. Therefore we strongly encourage carpooling. As always the festival is free and open to the public, but donations are
appreciated. We have received generous funding from the Kiwanis Foundation of Morgantown to support this year’s festival.

Children making pine cone bird feeders at
the 2014 Fall Children’s Festival.
Photo by Michelle Sloane.
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Constructing a fairy house.
Photo by Michelle Sloane.

