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The first warm spell in March has brought the spring peepers out in force at the Garden. 
Together with flowering hellebores and crocuses in the Eclectic Garden adjacent to the upper 
parking lot, they are a reminder that Spring – the season of rapid change in the natural world 
– is near. 

Much is changing, too, in the development and management of the Garden. Construction of 
the new Welcome Center is nearing completion, and we will soon be busy moving in, setting 
up offices, and getting ready for visitors. It has been a long, difficult project, but I believe 
strongly that the Center will be a transformational addition to the Garden!

George Longenecker, the seemingly unstoppable force behind the development of the WVBG, 
has decided to step aside from his position as executive director and to take an indefinite 
leave from most activities at the Garden. Since its inception, George has been an integral part 
of every aspect of the Garden, and his hard work and guiding hand are missed. Hopefully he 
will be able to return soon – otherwise how will I remember the name of that shrub with 
alternate leaves and . . . ?

On a happier note, I am thrilled to welcome Bill 
Mills as the new executive director of the Garden. 
During his twenty-five years as general manager 
of TerraSalis, a high-end landscape design and 
installation business (and formerly retail garden 
center) in the Charleston area, Bill developed an 
extensive network of clients and contacts throughout 
West Virginia. As past president of the West Virginia 
Nursery and Landscape Association, Bill helped 
secure major donations that were instrumental in 
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The levies are coming! The levies are coming! If you read the newspaper or 
watch local news, you have certainly heard the alarm.

And yes, the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. is asking Monongalia County 
voters for $25,000 annually over the five-year term of the levies. We decided 
to team with the Youth Baseball and Soccer Fields organization for a place on 
the May 10th primary election ballot, after missing the opportunity  to join 
with the parks and recreation group in their proposal.

Why do I encourage you to vote “Yes” to the Youth Baseball/Softball Fields and 
Botanic Garden levy proposal?

For several years prior to FY 2014 (ending June 30, 2014), the Monongalia 
County Commission provided $15,000 annually from coal severance tax 
revenue to the Garden for reimbursement of operating costs (excluding 
employee wages, salaries, and benefits). In 2013 this represented 
approximately 25 percent of the total cost of operating the Garden. The 
remaining 75 percent was provided by private contributions, memberships in 
the Friends of the Botanic Garden, and fund-raising events. 

In FY 2014 in response to declining coal severance revenue, the Commission 
reduced the amount of funding by 5 percent. In FY 2016 the Commission 
decided that funding could no longer be used for operating costs, but only 
to support specific projects. Now the Commission has made it clear that its 
ability to continue to provide any support from coal severance funds will soon 
be ending.

While funding from the Commission has been decreasing, operating costs 
have been increasing significantly as the Garden grows. In the past three 
years, several major investments have been made in the Garden, including 
installation of utilities to the core of the Garden, purchase of additional 
property on Tyrone Road, and most recently the construction of a Welcome 
Center building. We have also added needed staff to support our growth. The 
net result is that operating costs in the current budget are nearly double what 
they were in 2013.

If approved the levy funds will be used for some of the costs of keeping the 
Garden open to the public, still at no charge, 365 days a year. These costs 
include utilities, insurance, plant material and garden supplies, contract 
services, and office supplies. They will enable us to keep the new public 
restrooms (yay!!) in the Welcome Center clean and open, maintain the trails in 
safe condition, and provide attractive seasonal plant displays for all to enjoy.

To keep the Garden growing, please vote “Yes” on May 10th!

Please Vote “Yes” on May 10th!
   by Bill Johnson, President



The West Virginia Botanic Garden has a lot to offer visitors. Whether you come for a 
leisurely walk to enjoy the natural beauty on your own or join one of our regularly 
scheduled educational walks, you are sure to learn something and have an enjoyable 
experience. Another unique way to experience and learn more about the Botanic 
Garden is to participate in a group tour. Tours are offered to groups of all ages with as 
small as two or as large as thirty people. Your group may choose to learn more about 
the WVBG in general, including the history of the site and organization, or a specific 
subject such as plants, trees, history, wetlands, insects, etc. 

Group tours must be scheduled in advance. More information on scheduling a tour 
can be found online at www.wvbg.org/index.php/activities-events/group-tours or by 
contacting Erin Smaldone at 304-216-8704 or Erin@wvbg.org.

Schedule a Private Tour for Your Group!
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

A scout group investigates tadpoles as 
part of a group tour. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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A Friendly Welcome for Garden Visitors  
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

If you visited the West Virginia Botanic Garden on a weekend last year, there is a good chance one of our Botanic 
Garden hosts greeted you in the lower parking area. Hosts are the friendly volunteers who greet, inform, and orient 
visitors to the Garden during hours when the gate providing access to the lower parking area is open. Our hosts range 
from college students to retirees. 

Hosts play many roles. First we can have the gate open and allow visitors to drive down (and back up) the hill when 
hosts are available. A nice convenience for all visitors, the lower lot access is especially helpful for those who would 
otherwise have difficulty walking down and back up the hill and could not visit if the gate were not open. Garden hosts 
also provide information and orient visitors. Armed with site maps, activity schedules, information on volunteering, 
membership forms, and more, hosts are ready to answer questions, update visitors on upcoming events or volunteer 
opportunities, give directions, point out areas of interest, remind folks of rules and regulations, and inform them of 
trail closures. In addition Garden hosts provide a warm welcome to our visitors, which we all can appreciate. We at the 
WVBG are very grateful for all of our Botanic Garden hosts and the valuable service they provide. 

Now that our new Welcome Center is nearing completion, our hosts will help us welcome visitors from this venue. We 
are excited about opening the Welcome Center and increasing the number of days and hours we can have the gate open 
and someone to greet and inform visitors. In order to accomplish this, we will need additional volunteer hosts. If you 
are interested in becoming a WVBG host, please contact Linda Bagby at Linda@wvbg.org or 304-322-2093.



Progress on the Welcome Center Continues
by Linda Bagby, Building Subcommittee Chair
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How different the Welcome Center looks since our last newsletter! 

When we last left our story, the walls were just going up. In this 
process, it was found that many of the parts of the WVU solar house 
that were intended to go on top of the foundation were missing or not 
usable. The new walls are up now and are protected on the outside with 
HardiePlank siding. The building sports a new green metal roof with 
soffits and fascia in a color intended to blend with the window trim. 
The windows and doors (mostly from the WVU house) are in place, 
making the building weather-tight. Utility hook-up to the building will 
be happening soon. Since the plumbing and electrical infrastructure 
has now been installed, foam insulation can be sprayed. Drywall will be 
up in no time! In the Education Center on the lower level, the Stanley 
Smith Horticultural Trust is funding the cost of the insulation, and The Oakland Foundation provided support for       
upgraded lighting.

Progress is also happening on the outside of the building. The area around the building has been graded to its 
approximate contours. The large deck has been framed, and WVBG volunteers have worked on the decking as time 
and weather allow. The framing for the other “green” roof- this one intended to demonstrate the benefits of vegetated  

roofs – is complete. This opportunity to showcase another way 
plants can be beautiful and functional additions to the landscape 
is being funded by the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust also. 

When construction by the March-Westin crew is complete, 
there will still be plenty of work for WVBG volunteers to do! 
Volunteers will be needed to paint the walls and doors, install 
the hardwood floors, and install cabinets, among other jobs. 
Does this sound like fun to you? Wonderful! You can play an 
important part in getting the building open to the public. Please 
e-mail me at Linda@wvbg.org or call 304-322-2093 if you are 
willing to help when that time comes!

West side of building (we will be painting the doors!). 
Photo by Linda Bagby.

South side of building.  Photo by Linda Bagby.

purchasing the Tyrone Road property and funding construction of the Welcome Center. In addition to managing day-to-day 
affairs, Bill’s mission will be to broaden the visibility of and support for the Garden state-wide.

Finally, Stephanie Prescott, our part-time administrative assistant, has left for full-time employment and the pending arrival 
of her first child. She has promised to stay involved as a volunteer. Dedicated volunteer and long-time Board member Linda 
Bagby has agreed to take on the administrative assistant and volunteer coordination roles through the transition to the new 
Welcome Center. Erin Smaldone will continue to serve as education director.

Changes at the Garden (Continued from page 1)



Designing with Bulbs
by Phil Cole, Assistant Site Manager

Herbaceous bulbous plants or simply “bulbs” can play a welcoming first act to an on-going performance of color throughout 
the growing season. The West Virginia Botanic Garden showcases many hardy bulbs in most of our existing gardens that 
provide unexpected color in the late winter. Those early bloomers then 
give way to spring’s bounty of perennials, flowering shrubs, and trees. 
Snowdrops (Galanthus) and crocuses (Crocus vernus) planted throughout 
the garden are usually first to emerge –many times through snow. In 
March over twenty different varieties of Narcissus bulbs bloom in the lawn 
space at the main entrance. The WVBG is open daily from dawn to dusk.

Planting bulbs directly in a yard area can add depth and a bold splash of 
color to any landscape that is easily maintained by the season’s first grass 
cutting. To avoid a rigid grid layout, bulbs are best planted in random 
drifts or in groups of three. Most bulbs perform best in full sun or partial 
shade in fertilized and well-drained soils. Of course here at the WVBG we must consider browsing deer, especially in late 
winter/early spring when early blooms first appear. Bulbs like iris, daffodil (Narcissus), and grape hyacinth (Muscari) are far 
less palatable to deer than tasty tulips (Tulipa) and lilies (Lilium). 

As a designer, there are a few occasions when deer tolerances, plant availability, and many other design limitations can be 
overlooked. One such occasion happened recently when I had the privilege of being a part of a design team for this year’s 

Spring Show at Phipps Conservatory in Pittsburgh. Our team, Wallace 
Pancher Group (formerly Hays Landscape Architecture Studio), planned 
a design theme that carries through eight different Conservatory rooms. 
The rooms showcase over forty varieties of bulbs interplanted with other 
herbaceous perennials, flowering woody plants, and exotic tropical species 
to provide a striking display. This year’s theme, “Masterpieces in Bloom,” 
will bring famous paintings to life in floral displays. Visitors will have the 
opportunity to walk into masterpieces like Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” and 
Monet’s “Waterlilies.”

So wherever you may be, look around to see the little reminders that spring 
is finally here! The Spring Show is running through April 10th at Phipps 
Conservatory in Pittsburgh. For more information on the event and Phipps 
conservatory, check out their website at  phipps.conservatory.org/calendar/
detail/spring-flower-show.

Crocus vernus in the Eclectic Garden. Photo by Phil Cole.

Concept sketch of one of the rooms planned for the 
Spring Show at Phipps Conservatory based off of 
Monet’s “Tulip Field in Holland”. Sketch by Phil Cole.
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At the Botanic Garden, we promote harmony with our native flora and fauna, but sometimes one must go on the 
defense. The WVBG is currently seeking volunteers to join us and help defend our plants from browsing deer. The Plant 
Protection Unit (or PPU) would work as a team with WVBG employees to ensure our formulated deer spray (milk and 
water) is applied every seven to ten days on susceptible plants. If you are interested in helping us grow by joining the 
PPU, please contact Linda Bagby at 304-322-3093 or email Linda@wvbg.org.

Plant Protection Unit
by Phil Cole, Assistant Site Manager



(Continued on page 7)
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West Virginia Botanic Garden 2016 Activities Schedule
Walks and Presentations* (see page 7 for Workshops and Classes)

April 1, 7:30 p.m. Woodcock/Owl Walk: LeJay Graffious will lead a search for American Woodcocks displaying over the old 
reservoir from sunset to dusk, followed by a walk through the adjacent woods in search of barred and any other owls that might be 
present. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight. All ages.

April 23, 7:30 a.m. Spring Bird Walk: Join local birder Terry Bronson on an early morning bird walk. We will be birding by eye and 
ear to search in the bushes and boughs for our feathered friends. Bring binoculars if you have them. All ages.

May 1, 2:00 p.m. Wetland/Amphibian Walk: West Virginia University (WVU) Professor Jim Anderson will lead us to and acquaint us 
with the frogs, toads, and other amphibians found in a variety of wetland habitats. Be prepared to get your shoes muddy. All ages.  

May 21, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (members only from 10:00-11:00 a.m.) WVBG Plant Sale: Come to the WVBG to purchase plants for 
your garden while supporting ours! We will have a wide selection of quality plants to choose from and experts to advise you about 
how to most effectively use them in your garden. Members will have first pick of plants, along with their 10 percent discount, from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Not a member? Now is your chance to join!

May 28, 10:00 a.m. Medicinal Plant Walk: Herbalist Jen-Osha Buysse will take us for a walk and teach us about a few local plants 
and their medicinal properties, including a presentation on how you can turn these plants into medicine at home. Most appropriate 
for adults.

June 4, 10:00 a.m. Beginner’s Guide to Plant Identification: On this walk with Research Botanist Cindy Huebner, participants will be 
introduced to the basics of plant identification and learn to identify several plant species with a focus on trees and shrubs. Most 
appropriate for adults and older children.

June 5, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Introduction to Essential Oils: Taught by wellness educators Heidi Sherwin and Rebecca Ozbolt, students 
will learn a brief history of essential oils, what they are, and an overview of different ways they can be utilized to reduce your toxic 
load, battle stress, and support cellular functions within the body. 

June 5, 2:00 p.m. Forest Understory Plants and their Associated Canopy Species: Research Botanist Cindy Huebner will lead a walk 
focusing on the identification of herbaceous plants and tree seedlings located in forest understories. We will also cover diversity and 
plant composition patterns found in particular forest types. Most appropriate for adults.

June 12, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Essential Oils for Physical and Emotional Health: Essential oils have a profound impact on supporting 
one’s physical and emotional health, sometimes as quickly as just breathing in the healing aroma. Join wellness educators Heidi 
Sherwin and Rebecca Ozbolt for an informational class, including easy tips for using botanical oils and guided meditation with 
aromatherapy.

July (Date TBD) Hammock Haven Event:  The Garden will unveil its newest art installation project, “Hammock Haven.” The 
hammocks will be places of refuge where visitors can relax and enjoy the natural bounty of the garden. The hammock posts will be 
works of art sculpted and painted by local artists, a landscape of creativity. Join us for the opening celebration of fun and festivities 
and/or sponsor a hammock. Details to come!

July 30, 10:00 a.m. Outlander Medicinal Plant Walk: Outlander book fans, this is for you! Claire Randall, a combat nurse from 1945, 
steps through some mysterious stones and is swept back in time to 1743. Join Kay Jones for a walk through the Garden in search 
of some of the plants Claire found and learn how she used them to practice her medical profession some 200 years in the past. All 
ages.

August 6, 10:30 a.m. Insect Walk:  Join Sue Olcott, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources wildlife diversity biologist, as we go 
in search of winged wonders. Learn to identify butterflies at the butterfly garden and watch for other jewels of the sky as we walk 
the reservoir trail. This walk is dependent upon warm dry weather. All ages.



West Virginia Botanic Garden 2016 Activities Schedule (Continued from page 6)
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August 20, 10:00 a.m.  Wildflower Walk:  With local naturalist Ellen Hrabovsky, we will explore the plethora of summer wildflowers 
found around the reservoir basin. A wildflower book is helpful. All ages.

August 21, 2:00 p.m. Being Environmentally Conscious: Join local conservationist Megan Stewart for a presentation exploring 
human impacts on the environment and how we can change our ways to better protect our planet. From the way we clean our 
homes to the way we grocery shop, we can do little things that may seem small but make a big impact. 

August 27, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Moth Program: Local naturalist and educator John Boback will present on moths in WV, moth diversity, 
moth identification, moths as pollinators, and what we can do to help moths. Then we will catch and identify some moths! Bring a 
camera or smartphone to take detailed moth photos! Most appropriate for adults and older children.

September 11, 2:00 p.m. Fall Mushroom Walk: WVU Professor of Mycology Dan Panaccione will lead us in search of forest 
fungi. He will show us how to identify the native mushrooms at the garden by their unique characteristics. All ages.

September 17, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Bird Day: Join us for a fall bird walk led by local birder John Boback, live bird presentation by 
the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia, and basic birding skills and winter bird identification by Mountaineer Audubon.  See 
www.wvbg.org for schedule of events. All ages.

September 18, 2:00 p.m. Tree ID Walk: WVU Society of American Foresters club members will help us identify and teach us about 
some of the trees found at the WVBG. Bring a tree ID guide if you have one. All ages.

September 25, 2:00 p.m. Moss, Lichen, & Fern Walk: Join Susan Studlar, WVU visiting associate professor of biology, and discover 
many exciting species of mosses, lichens, and ferns. A whole new world will become apparent as you learn the fascinating biology 
behind these organisms. Bring a hand lens if you have one. All ages.

October 9, 1:00-4:00 p.m. Fall Children’s Festival:  Bring the family and enjoy fairy house building, pumpkin painting, a variety of 
crafts, special guests, and delicious seasonal snacks. Back for its eighth year! All ages.

October 23, 2:00 p.m.  Tree Lore: Enjoy fall colors on this leisurely walk. Shared information will emphasize the traditional and 
modern uses of various trees, with some historical anecdotes and a little tree science. Guide Jon Weems, a lifelong dendrophile, 
tended the Core Arboretum for thirty-eight years. All ages.

November 20, 2:00 p.m. Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Program: The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid has decimated much of the eastern 
hemlock forests. Ellen Hrabovsky, local naturalist, will discuss the biology and the current status of this invasive pest as well as 
treatment methods. We will also visit our beautiful hemlocks stands, which have been treated. Most appropriate for adults and 
older children.

Workshops and Classes**

March 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Bulb Container Garden Workshop: Join local floral and interior designer Aaron Sears at Plantology 
Emporium, 1344 University Ave., to learn basic bulb knowledge and make your own container garden. Choose from an offering of 
containers and customize with bulbs, including daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, crocuses, and more! Just in time for Easter, and once the 
bulbs are done, plant them in your yard and enjoy them for years to come! Small garden: $25 for WVBG members; $30 for non-
members, Large garden: $40 for WVBG members; $45 for non-members.

March 21, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Spring Wreath Workshop: Join local floral and interior designer Aaron Sears at Plantology Emporium, 
1344 University Ave., to learn basic wreath making skills as well as how to make a bow. Let’s make something to welcome spring! 
You will be able to pick and choose from several stems and quality embellishments and silks to make each wreath specific to your 
style. Come and make something beautiful that you can enjoy for years! $45 for WVBG members; $50 for non-members.

(Continued on page 8)



April 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m. Spring Basket Centerpiece Workshop:  Come learn basic arranging skills, only this time in a basket! Join 
local floral and interior designer Aaron Sears at Plantology Emporium, 1344 University Ave., and choose from an assortment of 
baskets and spring flowers: snapdragons, larkspur, carnations, asters, mums, daisies, and more! This colorful arrangement will bring 
spring joy to your home! $25 for WVBG members; $30 for non-members.

April 30, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Container Gardening Talk & Workshop:  If you want to create a beautiful container garden but do 
not know where to start, then join Master Gardener Jan Mitchell to learn how to select, plant, and maintain a container garden. 
When a few basic principles are applied, even first-time gardeners can create and maintain attention-grabbing containers. Container, 
plants, and soil are provided. $30 for WVBG members; $35 for non-members.

May 13-June 10, Fridays, 10:00-11:00 a.m. Morning Yoga in the Garden-Session 1:  Join yoga instructor Heidi Sherwin to connect 
with nature, rejuvenate energy, and experience relaxation through yoga. The beauty and serenity of the garden setting provides 
the perfect environment to stretch, strengthen, center, breathe, and relax. All skill levels are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, and 
small hand towel. $12/class for WVBG members; $15 for non-members. Sign up for all five classes and save! $50/session for WVBG 
members; $65 for non-members. Register online for entire session. Pay on-site for single class. 
 

May 14, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Pruning Workshop: Learn the proper way to prune a variety of shrubs and trees from an expert! 
Landscape architect George Longenecker will present information on a variety of equipment and its proper use, followed by a 
hands-on workshop at a Morgantown residence. More information and directions will be provided to registrants prior to the 
workshop. $10 for WVBG members; $15 for non-members.

June 23, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Enhance your Cooking with Fresh Herbs: Spend an evening during the summer solstice with Chef Marion 
Ohlinger of Hill and Hollow Restaurant as he shares his tricks of the trade of incorporating fresh herbs into recipes. Watch and 
sample some of his favorite summertime tapas recipes while enjoying a glass of wine in the Garden. $35 for WVBG members; $40 
non-members.  

July 9, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Nature Photography Workshop: Local photographer Dave Smaldone will teach participants how to 
use simple settings on their digital cameras (no smartphones, please), give compositional tips, and encourage seeing creatively in a 
variety of natural settings. Beginner and intermediate photographers welcome. $15 for WVBG members; $20 for non-members.

July 15-August 19, Fridays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. Morning Yoga in the Garden-Session 2:  Join yoga instructor Heidi Sherwin to connect 
with nature, rejuvenate energy, and experience relaxation through yoga. The beauty and serenity of the garden setting provides 
the perfect environment to stretch, strengthen, center, breathe, and relax. All skill levels are welcome. Bring a yoga mat, water, and 
small hand towel. $12/class for WVBG members; $15 for non-members. Sign up for all five classes and save! $50/session for WVBG 
members; $65 for non-members. Register online for entire session. Pay on-site for single class. Note: No class July 29.  

* All activities take place at the West Virginia Botanic Garden, 1061 Tyrone Rd., Morgantown, WV 26508 unless otherwise noted.

* Walks and presentations will last approximately 1.5-2 hours and are free of charge, but donations are appreciated and can be               
    made at the Welcome Center any time. 

* Please refrain from bringing your pet to activities.  Thank you.

* * Please register online at www.wvbg.org/index.php/activities-events/workshops at least one week prior to start of workshop or  
     class session.
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West Virginia Botanic Garden 2016 Activities Schedule (Continued from page 7)



We are extremely grateful for all the generous donations that have been made to the West Virginia Botanic Garden in the 
last year. Following is the list of Friends of the WVBG and other donors from February 1, 2015, through February 15, 2016.
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Jessica & Jason Coffman
Phil & Kellie Cole 
Emily & Greg Corio
Charlotte A. & Roger L. Dalton
Terri Lynn Day
Joyce & Mike Dineen
Jill & Harvey Eastman
Sharon & Mike Elliott-Caruso
Martha & Donald Ferguson
Donna & Bill Fitzpatrick
Charles Forni
Alice Frost
Nancy Ganz
Peter Giacobbi
Mary Jane J. Glasscock
Mavis Grant-Lilley & George Lilley
Elizabeth & Steve Guffey
Linda & Bill Hagerty
Doug Hostetler & Nancy Stout
Linda Huffman & Bob Goodman
Joyce Ice & Ronald Latimer
Linda & Art Jacknowitz
Dawn D. Jackson
Laythia Lynn & Don Keener
Corky Kershner & Cheryl Brown
Nelda Kimble
Susan & Steve Kite
Kathleen Kreiss & Larry Jackson
Gail & Bruce Ludwick
Sara Lunden
Mick & Beth Madison
Bill & Nancy Marsh
Elizabeth McClintock
Connie & Stephen McCluskey
Alice & Kevin Meehan
Earl & Cecelia Melby
Amanda, Blake, & John Mertz 
Donald & Mary Morrison
Sonja & Joe Morton
Sue Overman & Terry Green
Clay & Ed Pytlik
Mary & Mark Reasor
Janet & Bill Reger-Nash
Amy & Jason Robbins
Susan Sailer & Tom Miles

George & Mary Schmezer
Judy & Al Schmidt
Erin & Shane Sherrell
Roger Shrout
Erin & Dave Smaldone
Jennifer A Soule
Robert & Jody W. Stevens
Judith Gold Stitzel
Richard & Kathryn Swanson
Jack Thompson
Mark & Lou Ann Vavreck
Ann & Dick Walters
Linda Watkins
Patricia L. Wells
Charles Werntz & Donna Ford-
Werntz
Sarah Whitty
Jenny & Nathan Wilson
David & Denese Yeager
Dolores & Bill Yoke

Individual
Paul Atkins
Rita Ann Bajura
Kay Beamer
Karen Bell
Kathy Benison
Mary A Biggs
Nancy Bird
Linda Blake
Mary Ellen M. Brady
Kathleen Brooks
Charlene Brown
Carol Burdick
Mary Butler
Jane Clayton
Kathryn Cottrill
Frank G. Cox
Elizabeth Critch
Elaine D’Alessandri
Andrea Dalton
Mary Ann Dotson
Joan & Bob Driscole
Nicole Edwards
Adrienne Epley-Holliday
John Fichtner
Wanda Franz
Susan Garvin
LeJay Graffious
Linda Gribko
Mary Gribko
Barbara Gutman
Denise Gwinn
Joanne Hall
Lynn A. Harper
Carol Harvey
Linda Herbst
Dorothy Hood
Yvonne Howdershelt
Barbara J. Howe
Ann Hutchison
Linda Jackson

(Continued on page 10)
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Alisa Jackson
F. Kay Jones
Gay Kline
Sandra B. Knowles
Mary Ellen Koenn
Diana Krinke
Helen Lang
Lucretia Lee
Julia Lieberman
Andrew Longenecker
Kathryn Madison
Lydia Main
Tim Manchin
Marilyn Manilla
Judy Marteney
Carol McCarthy
Alan McEwen
James Mohrman
Jeff Nelsen
Linda Newcome
Angela Obringer
John Pearson
Delores Perry
Melanie Posch
Tom Pue
John Pyles
Donald Reinke
Sharon Richman
Julie Robinson
Shirley F. Rosenbaum
David Samuel
Lynne Schwartz-Barker
Jenny Selin
Paul Smith
Micheal or Patricia Smyth
Carol R. Spears
Christine Stefanides
Charles J Stewart
Heidi Stewart
Karen Taddie
Harriett Van Voorhis
Carolyn Welcker
Stephen Wetmore
Sally Wilts
Cynthia L Woodward
Loretta Wotring
Patricia Wright
Joyce Wylie
Linda Yoder
Kay Yohey

Student
Hui Shi

Donors to the 2015 Year-End 
Appeal and Other Donors
Loren Anderson & Sara Anderson
Paul Atkins
Linda & Mike Bagby
Brent & Elizabeth Bailey
Mark & Cathy Barger
Dave & Robin Barnett

Katherine Becker
Mary A. Biggs
Pat Butner
Heather & Iain Campion
Victoria & Carl Cather
Judith Clister
Stacy & Keith Clovis-Woofter
Vincent & Margaret Collins
Susan Cook
Kathryn Cottrill
Jim & Judy Culberson
Ann & Gary Devine-King
Deanna DiBartolomeo
Thomas DeWitt
Jill & Harvey Eastman
Dr. & Mrs. Dick Eller
Tammy & Eric Everly
Martha & Donald Ferguson
Alex Franklin
Deborah J. Fulton
Claudia Goodwin Morgan & David 
M. Morgan
Jeanie & Ben Hardesty
Kirk & Kate Hazen
Ruth Heavener
Barbara J. Howe
Ellen E. Hrabovsky
Linda & Art Jacknowitz
Bill & Emilie Johnson
Richard M. & Patricia Johnston
Heidi & Thomas Kammer
Allan & Millie Karlin
Hillar Klandorf
Leonard Knee & Brenda Gould
Sandra B. Knowles
Kazunari & Mary Koike
Ashley Kyber
J. Thomas Lane
Steve & Marge Lewellen
Irene Liberatore
Anna Long
William & Nora MacDonald
Clare & Whitey McDaniel
Renee McGinnis
Randy & Cinda Miller
Donald & Mary Morrison
Morgan & Nancy Mosser
Phillip Murray
Carol Myers
Nancy Nelson
John J. & K. Marie Nesius
Jo Ann & Gary Nicholas
Sue Olcott
Courtney Oxman
Lee Paules
Franklin Pelurie
Edward L. Petsonk
Tim Prescott & Linda Wessels
Stephanie Prescott
Lizbeth Pyle 
Rodney & Carol Pyles
Henry & Dorothy Rauch
Mary & Mark Reasor

Margaret J. Reese
Janet & Bill Reger-Nash
Clarke & Elaine Ridgway
Gale Simplicio
Greg & Allison St. Clair
Martha Summers
Richard & Kathryn Swanson
Annette Tanner
Sally & Bob Taylor
Jayne & Kevin Tveter
Mark & Lou Ann Vavreck
Edith Vehse
Janet & Richard Walls
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Wassynger, Jr.
Jon & Donna Weems
Nancy & Doyle West
Donna Wetzel
John Wick
Grace Wigal
Rachel & Todd Wood
Loretta Wotring

Organizational Donors
Amazon Smile Foundation
Cranberry Garden Club
Durbannah Garden Club
Fairheights Garden Club
Flower Power Fundraising
Hemlock Hills Garden Club
Kroger Community Rewards 
Program
Monongalia County Council of 
Garden Clubs
Monongahela Master Naturalist 
Program
Morgantown Energy Associates
Salem Garden Club
West Virginia Nursery and 
Landscape Association
Bridgeport Garden Club, West 
Virginia Garden Club, Inc. 
West Virginia Garden Club, Inc.

Memorial/Honorarium/Tribute Gift 
Donors
Douglas R. Allenson
Helen & Rudy Almasy
Evelyn Andrews
Charles Baer Estate Bequest
Steve & Laurie Barbe
William & Anne Barnett
Joe & Margaret Been
Mary W. Cooper
Jim & Judy Culberson
Jack & Jane Dailey
Mary Ann Dotson
Arlene Fredlock
Greenbrier District, West Virginia 
Garden Club, Inc.
Laura Gregory
Anne Hemmerle
Barbara J. Howe

Ellen E. Hrabovsky
Pat & Jim Jackson
Royce & Mike Keller
Joann King
Kristine Latton
Barton & Carol Loar
Megan Mahoney & James 
Thompson
Paula McLemore
Don Millar
William & Kay Miller
Mary Miller
Mon-Cheat District, West Virginia 
Garden Club, Inc.
Carol Moss
Martha, Patti, & Rob Muir
Grethe Myles & Tom Witt
Sara F. Oggel
David Pierce
Sharon Richman
Milton Ricketts & Carol Moore 
Ricketts
Susan & Don Sauter
Marti & Tom Shamberger
Jennifer A. Soule
Helen Sperry
Mon County Youth Services Center
Laura Tilton
Valley Hills Garden Club
Josephine Watts
Woodland Oaks Garden Club
Kate Worth
Karl & Pam Yagle

Granting Agencies
Cheat Lake Rotary Club
City of Morgantown
Kiwanis Foundation of Morgantown, 
West Virginia, Inc.
Dominion Foundation
Dominion Foundation-Matching 
Grant Program
Monongalia County Commission
Mon-Cheat District, West Virginia 
Garden Club, Inc.
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
The Oakland Foundation
West Virginia Nursery and 
Landscape Association

In-Kind Donors
Larry Martin
Bill Mills
Jo Ann & Gary Nicholas
Frank Pelurie
TerraSalis -Keith Straw
TerraSalis -Mary Wick
Jack Thompson
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Thank you again for your support! We strive to recognize all of our donors. We apologize for any errors. Please notify 
Linda Bagby at linda@wvbg.org or at 304-332-2093 of any mistakes or omissions.

Friends of the WVBG and Other Donors (Continued from page 9)



Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!

WVBG Members Receive Discounts at Businesses
Just in time for spring, members of the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden at the contributor level or above 
can receive discounts by showing their membership card at a growing number of businesses. The cards of qualifying 
members have “Eligible for Discounts” printed just below the expiration date. We are grateful to the following 
businesses that have agreed to join or renew their participation in the discount program. More information about 
the businesses and any restrictions that apply are listed on the WVBG website at www.wvbg.org/images/Nursery_
Discount_Program_2016.pdf.
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Benson’s Lawn Systems Inc. 
Morgantown, WV 26505

Greenleaf Landscapes Inc.   
Marietta, OH 45750

Mary’s Greenhouse-Terra Flora Landscaping 
Elkins, WV 26241

Modern Homestead at Tathams
Reedsville, WV 26547

Perennial Favorites, LLC
Huntington, WV 25704
    
Rich Farms Nursery  
Smithfield, PA 15478

Sunshine Farm and Gardens 
Renick, WV 24966

Watch the WVBG website for additions to this list. Would your business like to participate? Wonderful! Want to 
upgrade your membership so you will qualify for discounts too? Great! In either case, please contact Linda Bagby at 
304-322-2093 or e-mail Linda@wvbg.org.

All members receive special benefits at participating arboreta and gardens.  
Visit www.ahs.org and click on “Garden Directory” for listing.

*STUDENT ($15) — discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members-only events, 
  reduced prices for special activities, and special previews of plant sales
*INDIVIDUAL  ($25) — discounts on logo items, periodic WVBG newsletters, invitations to special members-only events, 
  reduced prices for special activities, and special previews of plant sales                                                                                                         
*FAMILY ($50) — the same opportunities that apply to an individual membership but extended to the immediate family
*CONTRIBUTOR ($100) — all of the above plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers
*SPONSOR ($250) — all of the above plus free admission to a workshop 
*PATRON ($500) — all of the above plus a small group private tour of the WVBG
*BENEFACTOR ($1,000) — all of the above plus a home garden consultation     
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
I would like to become a Friend of the Botanic Garden at the _________________________ level and will make my check payable to the “West 
Virginia Botanic Garden” or fill in the membership form and pay online at www.wvbg.org.     You may publish my name.  ___Yes ___No
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________State_______ ZIP Code _______________________________
Preferred Telephone Number______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send me planned giving information  
I would prefer to receive the newsletter via: Mail     On-line     
Information on gift memberships, employee matching gifts, and more is available on-line at www.wvbg.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

Please return this form, along with payment, to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB 121, Morgantown, WV 26508



714 Venture Drive, PMB #121
Morgantown, WV 26508-7306

Non-profi t org.
US Postage paid

Morgantown, WV
Permit #108

If you have not done so already, the time to register your children for summer nature camp at the WVBG is now! 
Campers will spend five days at day camp where they will learn about, explore, and immerse themselves in the 

natural world around them. Topics include trees, flowers, 
birds, insects, and wildlife. Each day will include short 
lessons, hands-on activities, nature exploration, crafts, and 
reflection. We now offer camps for two different age groups 
and two sessions of each camp will be offered this year. The 
Nature Explorers Nature Camp is a full-day camp for seven-
to-ten-year olds and the Curious Kids Nature Camp is a 
half-day camp for four-to-six-year olds. Older children ages 
twelve to fourteen may be interested in becoming a Natural 
Leader, a junior counselor who will assist leaders and act as 
a role model for campers. 

Register online at http://www.wvbg.org/index.php/activities-events/summer-nature-camp. 
Contact Erin Smaldone at Erin@wvbg.org or 304-216-8707 with questions.
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Summer Nature Camp Registration is Open!
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

Campers participating in the 
2015 Nature Explorers Camp 
check out a box turtle. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Campers participating in the 2015 
Curious Kids Camp play in the 
creek. Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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