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When we decided to team with the youth baseball organization to place the Youth Baseball/
Softball Fields and Botanic Garden levy proposal on the May 10th primary election ballot, 
I had no idea what kind of response we would receive from Monongalia County voters. If 
successful the levy would have provided $25,000 annually for five years to defer some of the 
costs of keeping the Garden open to the public – at no charge – 365 days a year.

Late on election  night, when the election results were reported, I was deeply disappointed 
that we fell just short of the 60 percent supermajority that is necessary to approve a special 
levy. This setback was all the more painful because four of the six levy proposals on the 
ballot passed overwhelmingly, including the Parks and Recreation levy that we had tried – 
unsuccessfully – to join.

However, after a good night’s sleep, a different view 
of the results began to take shape. I am gratified that 
a solid majority of 56 percent of voters were willing 
to pay a small amount of additional property tax to 
support the Garden. Thanks to each of you who voted 
“yes!” Getting to 60 percent is a tough challenge as it 
requires more than three “yes” votes for every two “no” 
votes. I am also proud to be part of a community that is 
willing to open its wallet to support critically important 
services such as mass transit, public libraries, and parks. 
Finally I think that the publicity and exposure generated 
through the levy effort helped us to convey the message about the Garden to a wider audience.

So, where do we go from here? We are fortunate that the Monongalia County Commission 
has granted us $10,000 for the FY 2017. However private sources still provide more than 80 
percent of the Garden’s operating budget. We are redoubling our fundraising efforts, with an 
emphasis on launching the new Business Partnership program. How can you help?

Levy Postmortem and a Look to the Future                                 
by Bill Johnson, Board President

(Continued on page 3)
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A butterfly visits the Butterfly Garden. One 
of the many pleasures one can find while 
visiting the WVBG. Photo by Dave Smaldone.

The Garden is 
open daily dawn 

to dusk.

Admission is free!
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The Welcome Center is now on its way to receiving the public. The walls 
have been painted, utilities are on, windows cleaned, and there are pots 
and hanging baskets that help connect the building to the world of plants 
beyond its foundation.

My time with the Garden started on April 1st, 
followed by a few quick months filled with learning, 
meeting neighbors, staff and volunteers, and the 
many people who use the Garden. The love and 
dedication everyone has for this remarkable place 
is profound. My first walk in the hemlock forest 
brought that reality to me. On a recent walk, I was 
kept company by a Barred owl who was quite aware 
of my presence while he continually went to the 
ground, dining on the abundant cicada population. 
It is moments like this that are fleeting and precious, 
compelling us to preserve these surroundings so 
that others now and in future generations can share in the same experience.

A recent Tuesday morning brought together a number of us at the Garden 
to plant the entry beds and enhance other areas with annuals that will 
provide color, texture, and a source of nectar and pollen. Not much makes 
me feel better than working with plants, except being around other kindred 
souls while doing it. We learned about the plants and one another in the 
process. It is this kind of personal interaction that is at the core and spirit 
of the Garden.

The Garden has had the pleasure to be working with Scott Scarfone and 
the Oasis Design Group of Baltimore to help distill the vision of a new 
master plan. Scott graduated from WVU and was a student of George 
Longenecker’s. His studies brought him to projects at the Garden. His 
enthusiasm for the project, and his deep understanding of the land, its 
unique ecosystems, and the greater Morgantown community have helped 
shape this process toward a compelling final comprehensive design. We will 
be sharing illustrations of the plan when the Welcome Center opens to the 
public.

The future of the Garden will require immense dedication, deep funding, 
and the development of statewide knowledge of this sheltered space. Please 
consider sharing your knowledge of the Garden with others. Encourage 
others to become members and funders of the Garden so that it can grow 
into a nationally recognized jewel of the Mountain State.

I look forward to meeting many of you in the future as you visit the West 
Virginia Botanic Garden. Please feel free to contact me with questions that 
you may have or for company in walking the grounds.

Wishing you all well. 

Settling In
by Bill Mills, Executive Director

Self portrait of Bill Mills 
while out exploring the 
Garden. Photo by Bill Mills.

Spring Newsletter Correction: We apologize for omitting the Green Hills Garden Club from the Contributor list.



Months of work and commitment have culminated in three festive days of events at the newly dedicated Welcome Center. 
The downstairs classroom area has hosted its first weeks of Nature Camp. The children’s wide-eyed looks affirm the 
value of teaching them about the natural world around us.

On June 23rd, a beautiful Thursday evening, over thirty 
participants joined Chef Marion Ohlinger for a cooking 
demonstration celebrating the use of fresh herbs. He served 
two different French wines, one peach, the other grapefruit. 
Surprisingly drinkable and fresh on the palette, they were 
perfect for a warm summer evening. He created a feast for the 
attendees: fresh 
ricotta cheese 
with garlic 
scapes served 

on pita, a roasted 
chicken salad 

with yogurt and tarragon, a deconstructed Caprese salad dowsed with 
olive oil sourced from Arizona, and wonderful bread from our local bakery. 
The conversation was interactive, and Marion entertained the participants 
with many great stories. Marion’s latest incarnation is the Hill & Hollow 
Restaurant in the Seneca Center. We appreciate Marion’s long-time support 
and enthusiasm for the West Virginia Botanic Garden!

The Welcome Center is Open! 
by Bill Mills, Executive Director

Participants of the Cooking with Fresh Herbs class raise a glass 
of wine with Chef Marion Ohlinger (far left). Photo by Victoria Cather.
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A Look to the Future (Continued from page 1)

•	 Become a Friend of the Botanic Garden. Of the more than 13,000 voters who said “yes” to the levy, only about 300 are 
members of the Friends of the Garden. It costs as little as $25 per year for an Individual membership. Please go to         
www.wvbg.org and join today.

•	 Make a tax-deductible contribution. You do not need to wait until the end of the year. A special note for donors age 70½ or 
older who are receiving “required minimum distributions” from an IRA:  You can direct your investment manager to make 
a contribution directly from your IRA to a qualified charitable organization such as the West Virginia Botanic Garden, and 
the amount of such donations will not be reported to you (and the IRS) as income. This means that you effectively receive 
a tax deduction even if you do not itemize deductions. It also means that you avoid West Virginia state income tax on this 
donation.

•	 Designate WVBG as your Kroger Community Rewards recipient. It is easy. Just go to www.kroger.com/communityrewards, 
sign in to your Kroger Plus card account, and proceed as directed. Where requested, enter the NPO number for the WVBG 
(91183) and click on “confirm.” In the most recent quarter, we received a check for $385 based on twenty-eight registered 
supporters. Just think what would happen if all 300 Friends were registered as supporters!

•	 Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. 
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. Go to our website to link to the appropriate page of AmazonSmile.

•	 Join in the fun at our Hammock Haven fund-raising event on August 6th. Learn more about this exciting event on page 5 of 
this newsletter or visit www.wvbg.org.

I hope to see you at the Garden this summer. If you have not visited recently, come see for yourself what a great community 
asset we are creating together. 

Guests mingle on the deck while celebrating the 
opening of the Welcome Center. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

(Continued on page 6)
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In Memoriam – Never To Be Forgotten
by Sally Taylor

On May 24, 2016, Jo Ann Nicholas lost her courageous battle with cancer, and at that same 
moment, the Garden lost a very dear friend. Jo Ann served on the Board of Directors for 
six years from 2009 to 2014 and was an active member on the Planning Committee, the 
Development and PR Committee, and the Programs and Events Committee. She served as 
corresponding secretary for the Board and as secretary for the Planning Committee. When she 
was not busy with all of her committee work, she was busy working as a host on weekends, 
participating in work days, and helping with planning, promoting, and staffing all of our special 
events, including serving as co-chair at our second Garden Party in 2013. She never made 
a big deal about her various responsibilities but just went about her work quietly with that 
forever smile on her face. As a Garden Keeper, she worked to maintain 
the Shade Garden and sprayed plants in various gardens with milk to 
prevent damage from deer. Her generous and gracious nature made her 
a joy to work with. 

As Jo Ann carried on her valiant battle against her cancer, she was 
an inspiration to us all. She continued to be involved with Garden 
activities throughout her illness. She was always thinking about the 
Garden. Jo Ann and her husband Gary made it possible for the new 
Welcome Center to have the beautiful stone veneer on the foundation 
walls that has just been finished. It will be a lasting memory of the 
beautiful life she lived. 

She was such a special person – so gentle, good, and kind. Thank you Jo 
Ann for the joy that you brought into this life of mine and all who were 
so fortunate to know you. Your contributions to the Botanic Garden have helped to make it 
what it is today and will enable others to enjoy it as you did long into the future. 

We are grateful that Gary and Jason (Jo Ann’s son) have asked that donations in Jo Ann’s 
memory be made to the WVBG. If you wish to contribute, please mail your check to the address 
on page 7 or go online at www.wvbg.org. Click on “Help WVBG Grow” and then “Make A 
Donation.” Please indicate that your donation is in memory of Jo Ann Nicholas. Thank you!

Jo Ann accepting an orchid 
in recognition of her work 
planning the 2013 Garden 
Party. Photo by Dave Smaldone.

Jo Ann pointing to the 
stone for the Welcome 
Center she and husband 
Gary helped fund. 
Photo by Linda Bagby.

The wildly popular Fall Children’s Festival will return to the Garden for its eighth 
year on Sunday, October 9th, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The festival will once again 
include favorites such as fairy house building, pumpkin painting, and take-home 
bulb planting along with other fun crafts and activities. Special guests will include 
the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia with their bird representatives and the 
Spark! Imagination and Science Center (formerly the Children’s Discovery Museum of 
West Virginia). The festival is open to the public and free of charge, but donations are 
appreciated. Parking is limited, so carpool if you can, and please refrain from bringing 
your pets. Enjoy a fun afternoon at the Garden with your family!

A festival-goer poses with her fairy 
house. Photo by Mike Prescott.

Fall Children’s Festival Returns 
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director

Jo Ann assisting a visitor 
at the 2013 Fall Children’s 
Festival. Photo by Linda Bagby.



Join Us for the Hammock Haven Event  
by Victoria Cather & Linda Bagby
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This summer on Sunday, August 28th, we will again host a garden party fundraiser, Hammock Haven, from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Botanic Garden. At this year’s event, we will be unveiling our new hammock gardens with sculpture work by 
artist Mike Loop. Chefs Marion Ohlinger of Hill & 
Hollow and Mark Tasker of Table 9 will be creating 
the menu for a low country boil. We hope you will 
join us for the delectable food, libations, and foot-
stomping Appalachian country sounds of Sawbriar. 
We are so excited that this year we will also be able 
to showcase our new Welcome Center at the event! 
The proceeds of the fundraiser will help to support 
the continuing development of the Garden. Visit www.
wvbg.org by August 21st to purchase tickets to the 
event ($45 per adult; $15 per child ages three to ten).

You can also be a part of this as an event sponsor! 
All contributions are greatly appreciated and will 
be acknowledged in the event program. Sponsors 
contributing $250 or above will receive recognition in 
the event publicity commensurate with the size of the 
gift and complimentary tickets. Donors at the $1,000 level or above will also be recognized on the hammock installation 
for its entire life at the garden and donors at the $2,500 and $5,000 level will have tables reserved at the event.

Please join us for this lovely summer celebration! If you are interested in being an event sponsor, please contact Victoria 
Cather at 304-685-0196 or vlcather@aol.com by August 1st, 2016.

Honoring Rosie the Riveters with a Pink Dogwood
by Barb Howe

May 14th was a big day at the Botanic Garden. We cooperated with Thanks! Plain and Simple, the Black Diamond Girl 
Scout Council, and local Girl Scouts to plant a pink dogwood tree honoring Rosie the Riveters, women whose work on 

the home front was crucial to winning World War II. We also inaugurated our Welcome 
Center, quickly realizing how wonderful it was to be inside when it rains. Counting all our 
volunteers, we had about seventy in attendance, including girls from Troops 51562 (Mandy 
Timmons-Lewis, leader), 51544 (Lisa Giblin, leader), and 51537.

The program began with a welcome by Bill Johnson. Megan Sheets explained “The 
Importance of the Rosies,” while Lexi Wright talked about “Today’s Importance.” Haiden 
Vessechia, Julia Mertz, and Avery Malone introduced local Rosies Pauline Everetts, Anna 
Hess, and Jean Malone, Avery’s great-grandmother. Dalya Johnson explained the meaning 
of the dogwood tree. Daniel Davis, assistant director of member support for the Black 
Diamond Council, did his Eagle Scout project at the Garden and explained the role of the 

Girl Scouts in this effort. Then, at 1:00 p.m., the rain stopped long enough for us to go outside to watch the Scouts and 
Rosies plant the tree next to the Welcome Center, joining Girl Scouts and Rosies in Buckhannon, Grafton, Huntington, 
and Vienna, West Virginia, and in Winchester, Kentucky; Brunswick, Maryland; and Camden, South Carolina, with 
simultaneous plantings. Back inside, the Rosies offered brief comments, and Bill Mills concluded the program. We then 
enjoyed refreshments while out on our spacious deck.

More information about “Thanks!” a 501 (c) (3) organization can be found at www.thanksplainandsimple.org.

Local Girl Scouts and “Rosie” Anna 
Hess plant a pink dogwood. 
Photo by Mandy Timmons-Lewis.

hammock
haven

Sunday, AUGUST 28, 2016
4:30PM till 7:30pm
1061 Tyrone Road

low country boil

rain or shine

Annual Fund  Raising  Garden  Party
West Virginia Botanic Garden

MUSIC BY    sawbriar

TICKETS   |    $45 PER adult
         $15 PER child, 3-10
          under 3 free

wvbg.org

MARION OHLINGER  

from hill and hollow

MARK  TASKER
from table 9

low country boil and libations by

featuring Unveiling of Sculpture 
by Michael Loop and our hammock haven 

sponsored by First Energy speciality drink  silent auction
Purchase event tickets online @wvbg.org by August 21.

Make a donation online!

The above poster details the Hammock Haven event. Poster by Lisa Bridges.



Botanic Garden visitors have many opportunities to enjoy the remarkable native shrub 
known as brookside alder, Alnus serrulata. This species thrives in soggy soils where most 
plants are hard pressed to find enough usable nitrogen for vigorous growth. Brookside 
alders typically have healthy, dark green leaves, while other nearby plants may look wan 
and yellow.

The vigor of brookside alder results from a mutually beneficial relationship with bacteria 
in the genus Frankia. Plants are unable to directly utilize the 
nitrogen gas (N2) that predominates in earth’s atmosphere. 
However alders deliver nitrogen from air and hydrogen in water 
to bacteria living in root nodules, where the bacteria create 
ammonium (NH4+), a key to green plant vigor. Alders provide 
habitat for bacteria, and bacteria provide nitrogen in a form plants 
can use. (Some other plants, notably in the pea family, have similar 
arrangements with other bacteria.)
Brookside alders usually grow as shrubs with multiple stems. Mature plants are often six to 
twelve feet tall. The bark is thin, light gray, and smooth, giving rise to another common name, 
smooth alder.

While the contrast between dark green foliage and light gray bark is visually pleasing, brookside alder’s reproductive 
structures are more distinctive. Drooping, cigar-shaped male catkins become two or three inches long in spring, release 
wind-borne pollen, and disappear. Smaller female “strobiles” resembling miniature pine cones become woody and may 
persist for a year after opening to release seeds. Strobiles are thus a four-season aid in brookside alder identification. 
Strobiles may be dipped in paint for use as earrings or other small decorations.
The strobiles are intriguing, but the landscape value of brookside alder lies primarily in its ability to flourish in wet 
soil where other woody plants struggle. Look for this attractive native shrub in the reservoir basin area and along the 
wetland boardwalk.

Catkins and strobiles of a 
brookside alder. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

    6   Summer 2016

Species Spotlight: Brookside Alder                           

Brookside alder leaves. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

by Jon Weems

Welcome Center Open (Continued from page 3)

On Friday we treated our Board of Directors and donors to the Garden to another beautiful evening. Soft jazz played on 
the spacious deck as more great food from Hill & Hollow and animated conversation inaugurated the building with life. 

Saturday afternoon we greeted our members and volunteers for a picnic-style celebration. The day was warm and the 
enthusiasm high. Children frolicked amongst the adults. The Garden is a place for all.

The Welcome Center is a game-changer for the Garden. It will become a very needed income stream, but more 
importantly, it offers us a place to call home. Visitors will be greeted here, and information about the Garden will be 
available. Our administration offices will be open in the space as well. In the near future, our horticultural library will 
be located and accessible here. We currently have an exhibit of our newest Master Plan so that you can see what is in 
store for the future of this charmed place. The views from the deck are stunning. The two public restrooms make a visit 
to the Garden far more comfortable.

There is still work to be done: a permanent floor, trim around the floors, doors and windows, a terrace, and of course, 
gardens. If you have the wherewithal, you might consider funding some of these projects so we can see this aspect of 
our mission to completion. The new Master Plan offers many other giving opportunities. Please feel to contact me about 
these opportunities @ billmills@wvbg.org.



Join the Friends of the West Virginia Botanic Garden Today!
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Basic benefi ts for all members include: free or reduced admission or discounts at over 300 botanic gardens or arboreta; 10 percent discount 
on WVBG retail merchandise (except sale items); periodic WVBG newsletters; invitations to members-only events; reduced price on special 
activities such as workshops; preview of plant sales; complimentary one-year subscription to Better Homes and Gardens magazine. 

You may join online at www.wvbg.org. Click on “Help Us Grow” or complete the form below. 
Annual membership levels and benefi ts: (Please check box for desired level):
� Student ($15) - basic benefi ts for an individual student

� Individual ($25- 49) - basic benefi ts for one individual

� Household ($50- 99) – basic benefi ts for members of a household at one address

� Contributor ($100-249) – basic benefi ts plus discounts at participating nurseries and garden centers

� Sponsor ($250-499) – all of above plus free admission to one workshop (up to $50)

� Patron ($500-999) – all of above plus private small group tour of WVBG (up to 10 people)

� Benefactor ($1,000-4,999) – all of above plus a one-hour home garden consultation

� Sustainer ($5,000-9,999) – all of above plus use of Welcome Center for up to 20 people for a three-hour event

� Conservator ($10,000+) - all of above plus use of Welcome Center for up to 100 people for a six-hour event

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________State______Zipcode________________

Preferred Telephone #___________________________________________________________

Email______________________________________________Provide email to receive WVBG updates, including link to online newsletter.

� Check here if you prefer to receive newsletter by postal mail.

WVBG may publish my name.   � Yes � No

� I am including an additional tax-deductible contribution of $_____________________

� Contact me about gift memberships.

� My company has a matchin g gift program, and I have enclosed the form/information.

Please make checks payable to West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. and return form with payment to: WVBG, 714 Venture Dr., PMB #121, 
Morgantown, WV 26508. Thank you!

Welcome Cheryl Carnegie  
by Bill Mills, Executive Director

Cheryl has joined the WVBG as our new administrative assistant. Grabbing the bull by the 
horns is very much her style. Savvy with computers, with a strong eye for detail, Cheryl has 
already shown her mettle. A graduate of the landscape architecture program at WVU, and a 
student of George Longenecker’s, one could say Cheryl comes to it naturally. Photography 
is a passion of hers and is the focus of her freelance business. Cheryl is married to Marcus 
Carnegie, who works as a landscape architect. Welcome to the Garden Cheryl!

Cheryl Carnegie. 
Photo by Jennifer Grissom.
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WVBG Introduces New Annual Membership Levels
by Linda Bagby, Membership Chair

The Board of Directors recently approved the addition of two levels of annual membership in the Friends of the West 
Virginia Botanic Garden. The “Sustainer” level is for an annual membership donation of $5,000 to $9,999. A “Con-
servator” level membership will be given for an annual membership donation of $10,000 or more. Members at these 
levels are entitled to all the benefits of membership for lower giving levels. In addition “Sustainer” level members can 
arrange to use the new WVBG Welcome Center for a three-hour event for up to twenty people. The benefit is increased 
for a “Conservator” level membership; Conservator members can use the Welcome Center for a six-hour event for up 
to 100 people.
 
Another membership change is that the “Family” level annual membership ($50-99) has been renamed. It will now be 
called the “Household” level. The intention is to clarify that this level of membership is meant to be for more than one 
individual (including a family) living at the same address. 

Updates to the website to reflect these changes will be occurring soon. A new membership rack card is also being 
produced that lists the membership levels and benefits. You will soon be able to pick up a copy at the kiosk near the 
lower parking lot or in the new Welcome Center reception area. 

Memberships are vital to the WVBG as they provide operational funds to keep the garden growing and improving. 
Please join the Friends if you have not yet done so and encourage your friends and neighbors too! Memberships are 
deductible to the extent allowed by law and bring a year of benefits to everyone! 
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