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The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve seeks to foster learning, inspiration, 
and well-being through the beauty and wonder of plants, the natural environment, and 

culturally enriching experiences.

We originally planned a festive day of celebration for WVBG’s 20th anniversary in June. 
However, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is ill-advised to bring people together in 
big groups. To minimize possible exposure of our valued supporters to the virus, the 20th 
anniversary celebration is being rescheduled for next year. This 21st birthday party is expected 
to include great food, adult beverages, and lots of fun! Until then, here are some ways you can 
celebrate WVBG’s milestone this year.

1. Come out and take a walk! See 
what’s blooming in the butterfly and 
Yagle gardens. Discover the value of 
our rare wetlands and the coolness 
of the forest trails. Learn about the 
site’s history as Morgantown’s former 
drinking water reservoir. To preserve 
the beauty of the Garden, please be 
sure to stay on the marked trails. 

2. Invite a friend to join you in the 
fresh air and beautiful surroundings. 

For everyone’s safety, please follow social distancing recommendations: stay six feet away from 
anyone not living in your household.

3. Become a member of the WVBG or give a gift membership! Membership brochures can 
be found in the kiosk near the lower parking lot or you may join on line via the website             
www.wvbg.org/membership.

4. Volunteer! All types of skills are needed. A few hours a week makes a huge difference to the 
Garden and leads to lasting friendships with other like-minded folks in the community.

5. Keep the progress happening and the Garden growing. Make a donation! Visit the WVBG 
website and click on the “Donations” tab or leave a gift in one of the donation boxes at the 
Garden.

The Garden has grown to where it is today because of the devotion and commitment, both 
in time and money, of many loyal supporters. You can play an important part in making the 
Garden an even more wonderful community resource for the future.

Five Ways You Can Celebrate WVBG’s 20th Anniversary
   by Linda Bagby, Board Member
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A view of the Yagle Garden in early June 2020. Photo by Erin Smaldone.

The Garden is open 
daily dawn to dusk.

Admission is free!



   2   Summer 2020

WEST VIRGINIA BOTANIC GARDEN, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Philip Smith, Executive Director
Shawn Grushecky, President

Rodney Brundage, Vice-president
Jodie Jackson, Secretary
Jan Mitchell, Treasurer

Nancy Abrams
Linda Bagby
Dave Barnett

Patrick Biafore
Victoria Cather

Gregg Cave
Vince Collins
Hope Covey
Lyn Dotson

Leisha Elliott
Zach Fowler

Harry Grandon
Andrea Horton
Diane Kinney

Janet Paladino
David Samuel
Jennifer Selin
Sally Taylor

LIFE DIRECTORS
George W. Longenecker

Frank Scafella

STAFF
Cheryl Carnegie, Administrative Assistant

Phil Cole, Assistant Site Manager
David Davis, Groundskeeper

Jess Kaplan, Environmental Educator
Erin Smaldone, Education Director

Katherine Tanner, Volunteer Coordinator
  

MAILING ADDRESS
West Virginia Botanic Garden
714 Venture Drive, PMB #121
Morgantown, WV 26508-7306

(304) 322-2093

GARDEN LOCATION
 1061 Tyrone Road

Morgantown, WV 26508

www.wvbg.org

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.  
is incorporated in West Virginia as a  
tax-exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)(3)  

organization. Contributions are deductible  
to the extent allowed by law. West Virginia residents 

may obtain a summary of the registration 
and financial documents for  

the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.  
from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, 
Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does  

not imply endorsement.

NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Erin Smaldone

Copy Editors: Cheryl Carnegie & Dave Smaldone
Designer: Lisa Bridges

Contributors: Linda Bagby, Victoria Cather, Phil Cole, 
Dave Davis, & Philip Smith.

Director’s Note   

What an unexpected year of ups and downs! It has 
been a real bummer to miss out on the Season of 
Good Taste dinners, workshops, and even school field 
trips at the Garden this spring. I’ve missed walking 
the trails in a social, interactive way to greet and talk 
with guests, observe the joy of a wedding ceremony, 
or hear the laughter from the Garden Keeper 
volunteers as they beautify the grounds. 

But there’s something extra special that’s been 
revealed about the Garden in this memorable year.  
More people are deciding to take a break from the 
indoors. As folks have been cooped up working from 
home and with few entertainment or diversion options 
available, people are discovering that nature is always 
open. The Garden has served as a vitamin for mental health and a bright star 
during a difficult time for so many. 

The staff here at WVBG have had to adjust in order to advance our mission 
in innovative ways. We’ve introduced a new video series for children called 
‘Nature Nuts’ and started cultivating ideas for outreach and improving 
visitor experiences. Fundraising and development certainly face hurdles as 
well, but we are working hard to find fresh ways to replace lost fundraising 
opportunities. Our grounds staff has had to get by without volunteers to assist 
with necessities such as clearing fallen trees and weeding beds. Despite these 
setbacks, we’ve welcomed the opportunity to spend more time inspiring you 
through social media, develop new educational tools, and begin some long-
awaited projects. 

I want to thank Dr. Dave and Cathy Samuel for a very special donation. Thanks 
to their generosity, the Garden now has a new six-passenger golf cart for 
transporting visitors at our special events. With ever-growing crowds at our 
events and dinners, it is often a challenge to accommodate those with special 
needs with parking close to activities. This vehicle will not only improve 
accessibility, but overall guest satisfaction. We are so grateful for the many years 
of volunteer service and generosity from the Samuels. 

The Parks and Trails Levy has passed with overwhelming support!  I know that 
I speak on behalf of the WVBG Board of Directors in extending our sincerest 
thanks to Monongalia County supporters of the Garden and all of the county’s 
parks and trails. We will begin putting our funds to use by developing a new 
Welcome Center on Tyrone Road over the next few years. We will be renovating 
an unassuming house into something that will transform the Garden’s entrance 
and create an interactive space for all of our members and visitors.   

Through it all, we’re most thankful for the health of our friends and the better 
side of humanity that is exposed out here on the trails. As the saying goes, 
“you’re good people.” 

by Philip Smith, Executive Director

WVBG Executive Director, 
Philip Smith. 



Check Out What’s New On Site at the WVBG 
by Phil Cole, Site Manager
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We had multiple wind storms sweep through the garden in April, causing 
some significant tree damage. This included a massive 36”+ diameter tuliptree 
(Liriodendron tulipifera) which fell across the boy scout bridge on the Wetland 
Loop Trail. Luckily no one was there to witness the event. The strong winds 
also blew down all the trees that have been hung up for months above the Tibbs 
Crossing Trail. The trail has since been cleared and re-opened. Thanks to 
our in-house team for helping with the cleanup. 

A new metal gazebo has been constructed and provides a beautiful 
addition to the Butterfly Garden area. The butterfly garden will be 
expanded to include the gazebo area with new plantings and will make a 
perfect location for small weddings and gatherings. A special thank you to 
Sally and Bob Taylor for their contribution to make it a reality.  

Over one hundred prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis) plants and 
other perennials will be installed below the Education & Event Center’s 
patio. The plants will act as a bold textural bookend to the Yagle Garden 
that surrounds the building. The prairie dropseed foliage begins with 
green hues in the summer fading to a fall golden color and ultimately a rich bronze for excellent winter texture. 

WVBG is excited to begin construction of a new pavilion at the lower end of the Event Lawn. This structure will provide a 
structural focal point for the event lawn and will be a spot for small bands, wedding ceremonies and MC’s for future garden 
parties. MarchWestin is leading the design, construction efforts, and funding, along with Cheat Lake Rotary, EQT, and other 
friends of the garden. Thanks to all! 

Our new compost facility, funded by the Dominion Foundation, has been a wonderful 
addition to our garden facilities. The three bay structure was installed late last year 
and has already yielded great new material for use throughout the garden. Plant 
cuttings, leaf litter and other organic materials are placed in the bays and turned 
every couple of weeks with our tractor. After several weeks we mix the rich material 
in with new and old beds to help plants gain nutrients needed to flourish. Local 
contractor Mountain Valley Resources installed the structure, extended electrical 
services, and created a pad for our future maintenance building in the Garden’s 
service area. If our funding requests for the maintenance facility are accepted, 
construction of the building could be completed by the end of this year!

The new gazebo adds an 
elegant touch to the Butterfly 
Garden area. 
Photos by Erin Smaldone.

Grants Continue to Help the Garden Grow
We are extremely thankful to these donors and grantors for their recent support. 

Our continued growth depends on their generosity. 

Organization/Foundation Project
Dominion Foundation Composting facility
EQT Event Lawn pavilion
Brown Foundation Youth program scholarships
Hott Foundation Education/outreach printing
Brooks Bird Club Bird blind
Cheat Lake Rotary Event Lawn pavilion

Service League of Morgantown Exploration backpacks

Our new compost facility at work. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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West Virginia Botanic Garden Summer 2020 Activities
We have organized our summer activities into thematic series below. Please visit our website (wvbg.org) or Facebook 
page (@wvbotanicgarden) for complete activity descriptions and registration. Please pre-register for ALL activities. 

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you at the Garden!

Arts in the Garden*
July 5 (Sunday), 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Pulp & Plants: Homemade Papermaking
July 9 (Thursday), 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  Botanic Garden Observations: Field Journaling
July 11 (Saturday), 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Nature Photography for Teens
August 23 (Sunday), 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Drawing Flowers in Graphite
September 6 (Sunday), 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Nature Art: Creating Patterns
* The Arts in the Garden series is funded in part by The Community Arts Grant, made possible 
through a collaborative effort between YCF and Arts Mon, with funding from the Monongalia 
County Commission and the Douglas H. Tanner Memorial Fund for the Arts.

Family Time
July 3 (Friday), 10:00 a.m.  Friday Family Walk
July 12 (Sunday), 10:00 a.m.  Young Birders Walk
August 7 (Friday), 10:00 a.m.  Friday Family Walk
August 9 (Sunday), 2:00 p.m.  Rock Painting for Kids
September 4 (Friday), 10:00 a.m.  Friday Family Walk

Get Out and Garden
September 5 (Saturday), 10:00 a.m.  Easy Home Composting

Discovering Nature
July 11 (Saturday), 7:30 a.m.  Summer Bird Walk
August 1 (Saturday), 10:30 a.m.  Insect Walk
August 2 (Sunday), 2:00 p.m. Close to Home: Climate Change Impacts at WVBG
August 22 (Saturday), 10:00 a.m.  Wildflower Walk
September 12 (Saturday), 7:30 a.m.  Fall Bird Walk
September 26 (Saturday), 10:00 a.m.  Salamander Walk

Wellness in the Garden
July 2 - September 24 (Thursdays), 7:00 p.m. Evening Yoga in the Garden
July 8 -  August 26 (Wednesdays), 9:00 a.m. Morning Yoga in the Garden
July 20 (Monday), 6:30 p.m. Achieve Connected Focus in Everyday Life
July 25 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Young Run for Wellness
August 24 (Monday), 6:30 p.m. Finding Highlights: Positive Living Skills
September 21 (Monday), 6:30 p.m. Fostering a Mindset for Success in Children

Special Events (Entire Year)
July 25 (Saturday), 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Young Run for Wellness
September 25 (Friday), 6:00 p.m.  A Season of Good Taste: Tin 202 Cocktail Party
October 4 (Sunday), 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. Fall Children’s Festival
October 24 (Saturday), 6:00 p.m. A Season of Good Taste: Lost Creek Farm Dinner
October 28 (Wednesday), 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.  Howl-O-Ween: Doggie Trick or Treat
Note: Our Annual Garden Party event will be held virtually this year with a special online 
auction. Check wvbg.org for details.

Join us for a bird walk or other nature 
program! Photo by Katie Fallon.

Be well this summer with Yoga in the 
Garden. Photo by Philip Smith.

Girl Scout Programs (Entire Year)
September 20 (Sunday), 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. Terrific Trees!
August 30 (Sunday), 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. The Science and Secrets of Flowers and Gardens!
October 11 (Sunday), 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. Sensational World of Bugs! 
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The Good and Bad News on Insect Populations, Pollinators, and Plants
by Dave Davis, Groundskeeper 

First, the bad news.  In recent issues of Science (April 2020) and National Geographic (May 2020) cover stories led with 
“Insect Decline- Scattered Gains, Widespread Losses” and “You’ll Miss Them When They’re Gone”, respectively.  

In the Science article, a meta-analysis showed terrestrial insects having a net decline of 9% in the last few decades, but on the 
positive side, aquatic insects had a net increase of 15%. 

National Geographic’s article paints a bleak picture of insect decline.  For instance, in highlighting data from the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature, they report a 27% decline in dragonflies, a 36% decline in butterflies 
and moths, a 42% decline in bees, wasps, and ants, a 61% decline in beetles, and an 85% decline in grasshoppers. 

Now, some good news.  The word is out on insect conservation 
with efforts worldwide to plant pollinator beds and host plants, 
and increase diversity of land management practices to benefit 
insect populations. (Excellent resources include xerces.org and 
cincinnatizoo.org among many other sites on the web.) At the WVBG, 
we are keen to do our part.  This past year we started our pollinator 
garden and this year it is greatly expanded.  We have seeded this area 
to be a wildflower garden, including plants that will provide nectar 
and pollen to butterflies, bees, and other insects throughout the 
season.  This includes a variety of milkweed types for monarch larvae, 
as well as a wide range of flowering annuals and perennials including: 
coreopsis, rudbeckia, cosmos, calendula, and lupines (see the Bees 
Knees Pollinator Mix and the Bird and Butterfly Mix at EdenBrothers.
com for details).  

The WVBG is also planting other select host plants that are required for the larval development of certain butterflies, similar 
to the monarch-milkweed association.  An example of this is the pipevine swallowtail and its larval host plant, the pipevine.  
Dutchmen’s pipevine was once a very common garden plant, but is certainly less so today.  Two vines are getting their start 

at the Garden: one on the Host Shelter and one near 
the Yagle Garden. Both vines took a hit during the April 
polar vortex but are now on the rebound.  

The adult pipevine swallowtail is an extremely 
beautiful black butterfly and can be seen throughout 
the garden all summer.  It loves the nectar from the 
cardinal flowers in the Butterfly Garden, and also 
frequents the verbena and mexican torch sunflowers 
in the Yagle Garden.  The larvae can be seen in August 
developing on the pipevine so keep an eye out for these 
black swallowtail larvae.

Pipevine swallowtail adults and larve.
Photos by Dave Smaldone, Erin Smaldone, and Dave Davis.

An adult monarch butterfly and caterpillar (larve) share a 
common milkweed plant.  Photo by Dave Smaldone.



Membership Drive Extended to August 14
This has been a strange year hasn’t it? The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many changes to our daily lives.  In an effort to 
minimize the potential exposure of our visitors, we have decided to reschedule, restructure, or cancel many of our organized 
events and activities. This will mean a large loss of income for the Garden. We are more grateful than ever for the financial 
support of our members and donors whose unrestricted contributions are critical to the basic operation of the WVBG. They 
help pay for expenses such as the salaries of our staff, insurance premiums, utilities, and maintenance of the Garden – costs 
that continue despite reduction in on-site activities.

Many new visitors have found the Garden to be a welcome respite from the anxiety of the pandemic. We encourage everyone 
to become WVBG members! As an incentive, we are extending our membership drive. Members who recruit new members 
(and who are listed in the “referred by” section of the new member’s application) will be entered into a drawing for a $100 
gift certificate to downtown Morgantown restaurant, Tin 202. The new members themselves will be entered into a separate 

drawing for another $100 gift certificate to Tin 202. The new entry deadline 
is August 31. The winners will be announced in the following week and 
contacted to make arrangements to award the prizes. 

Your contribution will not only provide essential funds for the Garden but 
may be tax deductible this year. Up to $300 can be deducted from your 2020 
taxes if given to a qualifying nonprofit organization such as the WVBG even 
if you take the standard deduction. Please consider sharing a portion of your 
stimulus check with the WVBG. Thank you for your continuing support!

Win a dinner at Tin202! Photo by Sher F Yip.          Summer 2020   7
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At the West Virginia Botanic Garden, part of our mission is promoting well-being, 
with an emphasis on outdoor and nature-based activity. This July the WVBG will host 
our first fun run at the Garden, the Young Run for Wellness. Join us on July 25 from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for a fun, family-oriented event at the Garden with a focus on 
health and wellness. The event will feature a series of 1-mile races for different age 
groups and healthy food and drink for all. Races will include runs with staggered start 
times (to reduce the total number of children running at a time) for children ages 6-8, 
and children ages 9-12. Prizes will be awarded to the fastest three male and female 
finishers in each age group. Each participant will also receive a tee shirt if registered 
by the pre-registration deadline (July 3) and can compete for door prizes. Race fee is 
$15 for WVBG Members, $20 for non-members. Register online at wvbg.org.

Register Your Child for the Young Run for Wellness Today! 

In 2016, an updated “Core” Master Plan was developed for the WVBG that includes a vision for the former reservoir 
basin coined the “Habitat Gardens” that feature expertly designed ponds, wetlands, and meandering streams where 
the reservoir used to be. A year-long hydrology study was completed this spring to determine whether Jones Run could 
serve as the water source for the Habitat Gardens. We could not be more thrilled with the results — there should be 
adequate water in Jones Run to enhance the existing wetland areas as conceived in the plan! The results of the study are 
documented in the 14-page Jones Run Flow Summary Report produced by Downstream Strategies, which can be found at 
wvbg.org. The study was made possible through a grant made in memory of Frances B. Bowers and the George W. Bowers 
Family Charitable Trust. We thank them for their generous support.

Study Confirms Adequate Water for WVBG 
Core Master Plan Features


