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The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve seeks to foster learning, inspiration, 
and well-being through the beauty and wonder of plants, the natural environment, and 

culturally enriching experiences.

When we think of fall color, we all think of the beautiful reds, oranges, yellows, and golds that 
grace our deciduous trees. The fall foliage display at the WVBG is always a sight to see, but be 

sure to check out some of the fall specimens in our 
display gardens as well. As we lean into the end 
of summer and the beginning of fall, one plant to 
keep an eye on in our Yagle Garden is Hubricht’s 
blue star, Amsonia hubrichtii, an herbaceous 
perennial. In the spring, this Amsonia has the small 
blue star-shaped flowers for which it is named. In 
summer, blue star forms the backbones of some 
beds and the frontage to other beds with light 
green, feathery foliage. But, in the fall, the blue star 
becomes a standout 

with bright yellow and golden foliage that invariably forces 
garden visitors to ask “what is that lovely plant”?

As the Yagle Garden gets full sun, the blue star soaks up that 
energy for a great fall foliage display. It also tends to be easy 
to grow and is rated for horticultural zones 5-8. We typically 
leave the foliage of this Amsonia intact through the winter as it 
turns to brown for the visual interest that it provides. Then, in 
early spring, we cut back all the vegetative material and await 
the new cycle of growth as Amsonia pushes up new shoots 
from its crown.

Come visit us this fall and enjoy all that nature, and our 
gardens, have to offer.

Enjoy the Sights at the WVBG this Fall
   by Dave Davis, Groundskeeper
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Amsonia turning from green to gold in September. 
Photo by Dave Davis.

The Garden is open 
daily dawn to dusk.

Admission is free!

A Japanese maple adds color to the 
Shade Garden in fall. 
Photo by Erin Smaldone.

Please note: the gate to the lower parking area will close at 4:00 p.m. beginning 
October 1. Please park in the upper lot if you plan to stay later than 4:00. 

Thank you!



   2   Fall/Winter 2020

WEST VIRGINIA BOTANIC GARDEN, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Philip Smith, Executive Director
Shawn Grushecky, President

Rodney Brundage, Vice-president
Jodie Jackson, Secretary
Jan Mitchell, Treasurer

Nancy Abrams
Linda Bagby
Dave Barnett

Patrick Biafore
Victoria Cather

Gregg Cave
Vince Collins
Hope Covey
Lyn Dotson

Leisha Elliott
Zach Fowler

Harry Grandon
Andrea Horton
Diane Kinney

Janet Paladino
David Samuel
Jennifer Selin
Sally Taylor

LIFE DIRECTORS
George W. Longenecker

Frank Scafella

STAFF
Cheryl Carnegie, Administrative Assistant

Phil Cole, Assistant Site Manager
David Davis, Groundskeeper

Jess Kaplan, Environmental Educator
Erin Smaldone, Education Director

Katherine Tanner, Volunteer Coordinator
  

MAILING ADDRESS
West Virginia Botanic Garden
714 Venture Drive, PMB #121
Morgantown, WV 26508-7306

(304) 322-2093

GARDEN LOCATION
 1061 Tyrone Road

Morgantown, WV 26508

www.wvbg.org

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.  
is incorporated in West Virginia as a  
tax-exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)(3)  

organization. Contributions are deductible  
to the extent allowed by law. West Virginia residents 

may obtain a summary of the registration 
and financial documents for  

the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc.  
from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, 
Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does  

not imply endorsement.

NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Erin Smaldone

Copy Editors: Cheryl Carnegie & Dave Smaldone
Designer: Lisa Bridges

Contributors: Nancy Abrams, Linda Bagby, Victoria 
Cather, Dave Davis, Erin Smaldone, Philip Smith, 

& Kat Tanner

Director’s Note   

One afternoon this summer I met some children 
playing with the stacked stones in the space that will 
one day become our Children’s Adventure Garden. I 
asked them “what would you like to see in a Children’s 
Garden in this spot?” Their replies were classic — “I 
would like a big rock cliff to jump off of” and “I’d 
like to eat grass” were exclaimed among some other 
gems. While these are not exactly things that fit into a 
safe plan for the site, it does illustrate the innocence, 
wonder, and adventure that exists in the heart of a 
child. If we adults can reach back into our memories 
far enough, we too can recall a world with dew still on 
it where possibility, hope, and magic didn’t just exist 
but prevailed. A world where our spirits were filled 
with positivity and our minds were easily moved by 
discovery.

At the WVBG, developments on the site are largely grant driven and thankfully 
we have a team of cape-wearing superheroes that work diligently to find 
funding for all of our childlike dreams. I found myself remembering that 
youthful spirit this summer when we received a letter from the trustees of the 
Frances B. Bowers and George W. Bowers Family Charitable Trust announcing 
their support for phase one of the Children’s Adventure Garden construction. 
In addition to funding already received from the Kiwanis Foundation of 
Morgantown, these benefactors share in our vision to create a one-of-a-kind 
space for discovery and adventure for the community and visiting families 
from across the United States.

While final planning for phase one implementation is ongoing, we will leverage 
this opportunity to ensure a lasting and quality foundation is laid for what is 
sure to become one of the most cherished places in the Garden. A few elements 
to look forward to are tunnels, eco-play elements such as log climbers, and 
interpretive panels geared toward inspiring and educating children about their 
natural world. The CAG will be located near the Education and Event Center 
(and restrooms) opposite the Reservoir Loop Trail. A banner is placed there 
now so you too can walk by and use your childlike imagination to share this 
vision with us. If you’d like to help with funding to expand the construction 
toward the final phase, contact us at info@wvbg.org or donate by texting 
GIVEADVENTURE to 44321. Every little bit helps to make this dream come 
true. Construction is tentatively slated to begin in the spring of 2021.

by Philip Smith, Executive Director

WVBG Executive Director, 
Philip Smith. 



A Summer Camp to Remember 
by Erin Smaldone, Education Director
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Wow. Never before had I been so anxious about the start of Summer Nature Camp. This was 
the 10th year of camp, so it’s not like it was anything new. Except it was. Sure, we still hired 
and trained excellent camp leaders, put together fun, educational, and engaging activities, 
and ordered supplies and camp tee shirts. But this year also included attending webinars on 
outdoor education in the time of COVID-19, researching CDC and WV DHHR recommendations 
and requirements, and consulting guidelines put out by the American Camp Association. 
Combining all of this advice, we put together our own safety guidelines and protocol, stocked 
up on cleaning and disinfecting supplies, and kept parents informed.

Then, we held four sessions of Summer Nature Camp. And it was beautiful. The anxiety shifted 
to the more familiar feeling of excitement and joy as my co-camp leaders and I taught the 
campers about flowers, bugs, birds, and more. Just as always, we went on lots of nature walks 
and made exciting discoveries. We caught insects and crayfish, we saw deer, squirrels, and 
birds. The campers enjoyed crafts and planted zinnia seeds in small compostable pots to take home and watch grow. We 
had special guest visitors from the WV Department of Natural Resources and the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia 

who showed off and taught the campers about snakes and birds, respectively. 
The kids got to be kids and have fun in the company of other kids. When their 
parents came to pick them up at the end of the day, they excitedly told them 
about everything they did that day at camp. After camp, I reached out to parents 
to get some feedback from the campers. Here is what some of them had to say:
Rowan, age 5, said “I loved it. The nature crafts were really fun.”
Isaac, age 7, said “On bug day I caught a baby praying mantis. I caught lots of 
other bugs like a jumping spider and a milkweed beetle.  Catching bugs is fun!”
“I liked camp. My favorite day was Bird Day but I liked all the days” said Cora, age 
5. “I liked my teachers. Catching crayfish was fun.”

“I had fun at camp,” said Laurel, age 7. “My favorite day was Wildlife Day. I touched three snakes. I liked hiking to the Fairy 
Garden, and I made a new friend.”

This will certainly be a year and a summer to remember for many reasons. We are glad that we were able to still offer 
camp, and as a result, a fun week at WVBG Summer Nature Camp will be included in the memories of these children.

Campers enjoying Curious Kids and Nature 
Explorers Summer Nature Camps (all photos). 
Photos by Erin Smaldone.
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West Virginia Botanic Garden Fall/Winter 2020 Activities
Due to continuing limitations associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, we have limited our fall/winter schedule. Most activities will take 
place outdoors and those that may take place indoors will be restricted to few participants. Pre-registration is REQUIRED. Please visit our 

website (wvbg.org) or Facebook page (@wvbotanicgarden) to register. Thanks and we look forward to seeing you at the Garden!

Thursdays, beginning October 1, 7:00 p.m.  Zoom Evening Yoga: Join us remotely from your home via Zoom for an all-levels vinyasa flow 
class. This hour-long practice will teach breathing techniques to relax and build heat within our bodies, yoga postures to strengthen and lengthen 
our muscles and relaxation poses to help calm the mind, body, and spirit. Class link will be sent to registrants prior to class. A recorded version of 
the class will also be sent to registrants to view later. Classes taught by Heidi Sherwin and Miranda Talkington. All ages. $10 for all.

October 3, 10:00 a.m.  Natural Tie Dye: Want to have a truly unique face mask or bandana?  If so, how about trying some natural dyes: those 
made from nature. In this workshop with leader Judith Clister, participants will dye a cotton face mask or bandana using natural dyes. The process 
of prepping the material and making the dyes will be presented. All materials included. $25 for WVBG members, $35 for non-members.

October 11, 2:00 p.m.  Afternoon Tea: It’s Tea Time! Join Judith Clister at the Garden for an afternoon sampling of natural and herbal teas 
collected locally. Judith will discuss history and uses of the natural teas as we sample some including birch, sassafras, spicebush, and several 
mints. Please bring your own cup and face mask.  It is afternoon tea so if you would like, decorate a hat to wear. Gloves (plastic or cloth) are 
optional. We will be outside if weather permits or socially distanced inside. Books will be available for browsing. Free for WVBG members, $15 for 
non-members.

November 7, 10:00 a.m. Fall Forest Transitions: Former WVBG president and Core Arboretum manager Jon Weems will discuss some of the 
seasonal changes trees go through in anticipation of colder days to come. Fall is also the season farmers traditionally turned their attentions to 
their woodlots, selecting trees to cut for fuel, fence posts, and other uses Jon will mention. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

January 10, 2:00 p.m. Winter Botany: Join local naturalist Ellen Hrabovsky for a walk in the woods, rain or shine, to observe nature during the 
cold time of the year. We will proceed from the lower parking lot and wander into the woods by way of the Wetland Boardwalk, taking note along 
the way of identifying features of trees and shrubs. We will also see evidence of wildlife activity. Nature always has surprises for me on my forest 
walks so let’s see what we can find. Best for children 10 and older and dress for the weather. Free for WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

January 16, 5:30 p.m. Owls of the Garden: Join Mountaineer Audubon’s Derek Courtney and Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia’s Katie 
Fallon for a winter owl walk. The program will begin with a short presentation featuring live owls from the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia 
followed by a walk in the WVBG in search of wild owls. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight. Free for WVBG, ACCA, & Mountaineer Audubon 
members, $15 for non-members.

February 21, 2:00 p.m. Grow Ahead: Starting Seeds Indoors: Learn how to germinate seeds and raise seedlings indoors that you can later 
transplant into your spring garden. WVU Professor Emeritus and Monongalia County Extension Master Gardener Jim Rye will demonstrate the 
process, show equipment needed, and give recommendations and instructions for care. Each participant will take home cell trays of different 
types of vegetable seeds (which may include eggplants, peppers, and/or tomatoes). All materials provided. Ages 14 and up. Space limited. $10 for 
WVBG members, $15 for non-members.

Family Fun Kits and More this Fall!
For the first time in 12 years, we are not able to host the Fall Children’s Festival at the 
Garden. We know this will be disapointing for the families who were looking forward 
to it as well as all of the community members who are typically involved. We hope to 
continue the festival tradition next year! We do, however, have some new activities in 
the works for families and visitors this fall. Be on the lookout for scarecrows and other 
displays around the Garden beginning in October. We are also working on Fall Family 
Fun Kits. These kits will contain activities, fun items for kids to play and get creative 
with, and fall-themed craft and snack ideas. The kits should be available for pick up by 
mid-October. Check our website and Facebook page for more information and updates!

Children participating in a fall 
scavenger hunt at the 2019 Fall 
Children’s Festival.  
Photo by Erin Smaldone.
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Kat Tanner Joins the WVBG Team
by Kat Tanner, Volunteer Coordinator 

Hello all!

My name is Kat Tanner and if we haven’t had the pleasure of meeting yet, I am the new Volunteer Coordinator for the 
WVBG.  I jumped into the swing of things in late June and have had such a wonderful experience getting to know the 
Garden and all the incredible people who work together to make this place a 
success.  From assisting with educational summer programs to helping keep the 
Garden healthy and beautiful, I have seen volunteers come together contributing 
their unique passions and skills for the benefit of our community—and it has been 
amazing!  I am truly privileged to be a part of such a special place, made special by 
the dedicated people who care for it!

My background is in outdoor recreation/parks administration and I have a Bachelor 
of Science in Recreation, Parks, and Tourism from Radford University.  I’ve worked 
in state and national parks and have a passion for trail work and backcountry living.  
Prior to my park service, I worked with the Frederick County Parks and Recreation 
Department in Winchester, Virginia facilitating summer programs and working with 
the county’s youth in a before/after school and summer program.

There is nothing quite like contributing to a community and feeling as though your particular skills made a valuable 
difference.  So as fall grows ever closer, consider joining us for some work in the gardens, assisting with one of our 
amazing walks/talks, or being an Ambassador who shares their love of the Garden with our visitors!  Whatever your 
volunteering desires may be, I can help you find a rewarding experience here at the Garden.  Your unique interests, 
knowledge, and passions are vital to the continued success of the Garden and are what truly help us grow!  So to all new 
and returning volunteers, give me a call, and let’s see what memories we can create together!  

Thank you for all you do,

Kat Tanner

Kat Tanner. Photo by Cheryl Carnegie

Grants Continue to Help the Garden Grow
We are extremely thankful to these donors and grantors for their recent support. 

Our continued growth depends on their generosity. 

Organization/Foundation Project
George W. Bowers Family Charitable Trust Children’s Adventure Garden
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust General Operating Support
Mills Group, LLC Conceptual architectural design services
Organizational Arts Foundation Mural painting
Weldon Family Foundation Summer Nature Camp



Help us Achieve our 2020 Membership Goal
As you may remember, to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the West Virginia Botanic Garden, we decided to hold a drive to 
increase membership by 20% (100 memberships) in 2020. We are almost there! From January 1 to August 31, the WVBG 
gained 88 new memberships!

To encourage existing members to recruit new members and to encourage new members to join earlier in the year, we 
offered an incentive—a drawing for someone in each of these groups to win a $100 gift certificate to popular downtown 

Morgantown restaurant Tin 202. The winners have been chosen! The 
WVBG member who won the new member referral drawing was Carol 
Spears and the new member that won the gift certificate was Sarah 
McCollester! We know each will enjoy delicious choices at Tin202. Thanks 
to all new members who have joined and for the members who encouraged 
others to become valued contributors to the WVBG. Membership donations 
have been especially important this year as the WVBG’s income from our 
typical sources has been significantly lower than usual.

We only need 12 more memberships to meet the goal of our 2020 
membership drive. Your new membership can make it happen—Join today!New member Sarah McCollester with her daughter at the WVBG.

Photo by Sarah McCollester.
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There’s a titmouse!” “Look! A hummingbird! “Is it a boy or girl?” This is what passes 
for conversation with my son. He’s 37 and has fragile X syndrome, a genetic condition 
that causes intellectual disabilities and behavioral challenges. He helps me feed the 
birds (and chipmunks and squirrels and deer) in our back yard. He’s also curious 
about the plants and trees that surround us.

My mother instilled that curiosity in me many years ago. I remember being impressed 
that she could name wildflowers: Dutchman’s breeches, violets, trilliums. She named 
the birds that visited the pond in front of our house: green herons, red-winged 
blackbirds, and the thrilling great blue herons. She would call us outside to watch a 
flock of geese flying south. (This was before DDT was banned and the chemical had 
decimated bird populations.) I can’t remember a time that we didn’t have a bird feeder 
in the yard. My mother would consult our field guide and tells us our visitors’ common 
and Latin names.

I read recently that young children can recognize more than a thousand corporate 
logos, but few can identify more than a handful of local plant or animal species. The 
West Virginia Botanic Garden’s wonderful educational programs are a terrific remedy 
to that problem. And they’re not just for kids. My husband and I went on a mushroom 
walk at the Garden several years ago. Now he confidently calls out “white rotters” when 
we pass a specimen. (He’s not always accurate but it’s a start.) Each time I visit the Garden I learn more. And that’s true 
whatever the season.

Know their names. Plants, birds, animals. It will enrich your life.

Learn the Names of Your Nature Friends, Enrich Your Life 
by Nancy Abrams, Board Member 

Ellen Hrabovsky teaches participants 
about cardinal flower on her summer 
Wildflower Walk. Photo by Kay Jones.


