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Exploring Our Newest Trail

FROM THE PRESERVE

Written by Phil Cole, WVBG Site Manager

HERE WE GROW

The newest footpath at the garden, the “Pixie Cup Trail”, is located on
the Jones Run side of the Reservoir Loop Trail and meanders through
the heart of the old reservoir basin. It was installed late in 2019,
extended in 2020, and this spring, several volunteers assisted us in
constructing a raised boardwalk through a small swampy section of
alders to further improve the trail's accessibility. Just on the basin side
of the boardwalk, there is a spur trail that ends at the pond near the
historic outlet tower. A large sculptural bird blind will be anchored at
this spot later this year providing a disguised view of feathered friends
around the pond area.
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The short and mostly flat trail showcases a complex mosaic of lichens,
ferns, and bryophytes. Bryophytes are a fascinating group of plant
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What an exciting time we are experiencing in the evolution of the Garden!
Many long-planned projects are coming to fruition. We've just installed
new state-of-the-art irrigation to the Yagle Garden, home to a large portion
of our plant collection. This system also extends to the Secret Garden and
new Children's Adventure Garden (CAG). The first phase of the CAG will be
completed this fall, providing a new place for nature discovery and play.
This fall, we will also be resurfacing much of the Reservoir Loop Trail and
the pedestrian connector from the lower parking to make it more
accessible for wheelchairs and strollers.
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Work has begun on the long-awaited project of renovating a Gardenowned house into a Visitors Center. A new road connection between the
future Visitors Center and our current entrance will soon be complete, and
that project will be followed shortly by additional parking at the top of the
hill. As you approach the lower parking lot, you'll notice that work is
progressing quickly on the new Hazel Ruby McQuain Event Center,
outdoor event space, and associated parking. This project is scheduled for
completion in 2022 and will allow us to host larger weddings, conferences,
and events year-round.
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I hope you will be as thrilled as I am with these new improvements. They
will advance our mission and create a foundation for great things yet
to come.
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OUR MISSION | The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder
of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.
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Here We GROW
Thanks to recently received grant funding, we
have been able to organize our Fall Children’s
Festival, Summer Concert Series, and Summer
Nature Camps. We have also been able to begin
the installation of an irrigation system, as well as
make plans to repair the Reservoir Loop Trail, and
begin parking improvements for the upcoming
Visitors Center on Tyrone Road.

WITH THE HELP OF
City of Morgantown
Kiwanis Foundation of Morgantown
Monongalia County Commission
Organizational Arts Grant
Weldon Family Foundation

OCTOBER

DECEMBER

3

Fall Children's Festival*

1:30 p.m.

11

Young Birders Walk

10

Mushroom Walk

2:00 p.m.

12

Crafting Holiday Ornaments

12

Outdoor Concert with Chris Haddox

6:00 p.m.

17

Young Birders Walk

17

Fall Drum Circle

3:00 p.m.

24

A Season of Good Taste: Hart Kitchen

6:00 p.m.

26

Howl-O-Ween Doggie Trick or Treat

4:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

NOVEMBER
7

Woody Plants of the Forest

2:00 p.m.

14

Fall Drum Circle

3:00 p.m.

21

Snakes of West Virginia

2:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

JANUARY
9

Winter Botany

2:00 p.m.

15

Owls of the Garden

5:30 p.m.

*

You asked and we listened! This year, there
will be MEMBERS ONLY access to the Fall
Children's Festival from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is required and spaces are
limited, so register early! Membership
expired? Renew today at wvbg.org.

FALL/WINTER ACTIVITIES

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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A Place for Kids

Written by Erin Smaldone, WVBG Education Director
When people are thinking about
fun places to take their kids,
public gardens are not usually the
first thing that comes to mind.
That is not the case for the WVBG!
We have lots of fun opportunities
for children and their families. And
with the pandemic favoring
outdoor activities, this year the
Garden has been more popular
than ever.
Some of our regular offerings
include
the
monthly
(AprilSeptember) Friday Family Walk,
as well as periodic Young Birders
Walks (offered in conjunction with
the Avian Conservation Center of
Appalachia). This summer, we also
partnered with the Cheat Area
Public Library to offer the popular
weekly Tails & Tales Story Time.
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In addition, we hold several special
events for children and families
throughout the year. Our first-ever
Young Run for Wellness (a one-mile
run for children ages 6-12) was a
huge success! For many, this was
the first time they had competed in a
running event and the excitement
was evident. Another new event this
summer was the Natural Wellness
for Girls Event. This special event for
girls ages 9-12 was designed to
teach girls about living a healthy
lifestyle, the benefits of outdoor
activities and recreation, and how to
respect and appreciate each other
and our environment. Finally, on
October 3, we will host our biggest
event of the year — the Fall
Children’s Festival. This is a huge
community event and it’s all about
the kids! See page 12 for more info.

Enjoy all of the beautiful flowers in our gardens
Spend some time watching the insects float from flower to flower
Go for a walk in the woods and see how many mushrooms you can find
Relax in one of our hammocks
Look for birds and squirrels in the treetops and on the ground
Check the vernal pools for tadpoles and the creek for crayfish
Build a fairy house
Photograph or draw the beautiful scenery
Look for pixie cup lichen on the Pixie Cup Trail
Try out the new bird blind (coming soon)
Check out the cool scarecrows during our Scarecrow Spectacular
Check out an Exploration Backpack from the Host Shelter
Explore the new Children's Adventure Garden (coming soon)

For a more immersive experience
over the summer, we offer week-long
Summer Nature Camps: Curious Kids
for children entering Pre-K to 1st
grade, Nature Explorers for children
entering 2nd to 5th grades, and
Discovery Camp for children entering
5th-8th grades. Kids love these
camps, and we love to teach about
and explore nature with them!
Registration for next summer will
open in February, so be on the
lookout — these camps fill very
quickly.
The fun doesn’t end with these
regularly scheduled programs. Many
families choose to visit the Garden on
their own. If you need a little
inspiration to keep your children
entertained on your next visit, see '13
things to do with children at the
WVBG' listed above. Soon there will
be a new way for your children to
explore. Earthwork has finally begun
for our Children’s Adventure Garden
(CAG)! The CAG will showcase
a

series of play features that promote
children’s health and wellness
including two hobbit tunnels, a
climbing net, and balance stumps.
Several nature play entities like an
eco-topple tower, word stones, and
a digging area will challenge kids to
use their imaginations and develop
problem-solving skills (no screen
time needed).
Future phases of the CAG are in the
planning stages, so stay tuned! We
are open every day from dawn to
dusk. Come on out, grab a map, and
start exploring!

Pictured previous page, top left: WVBG Fun
Run for Wellness on July 31, bottom left: a
child exploring the WVBG in autumn.
Pictured right, campers enjoying Hammock
Haven and checking out a salamander found
on the trail.
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Wrongfully Accused
Written by Phil Cole, WVBG Site Manager

It is during this time of year that the dreaded ragweed—with its misleadingly lovely genus name ambrosia—
wreaks havoc on millions of allergy sufferers nationwide. It is also during this time that the benign and quite
beneficial goldenrod blooms brilliant yellow in pastures and fields throughout the region. There have been many
times that visitors at the Garden have asked, “why we don’t do a better job eradicating goldenrod from the
property?” I thought this would be an opportune time to stick up for our wrongfully accused resident found
throughout the Garden.
There are many species of goldenrod (Solidago) native to our region. The genus name Solidago means “to make
whole” which derives from the centuries-old belief that it can heal wounds. Some species have traditionally been
used as anti-inflammatory agents, astringents, and even as teas to help urinary tract issues, coughs, and
ironically, hay-fever.
Goldenrods do produce pollen but it is typically heavier than air — designed to be transported by bees and
butterflies rather than going airborne as other hay-fever causing plants like ragweed do. Goldenrod’s pollen and
nectar is useful for many insects with some even using the stems as places to lay their eggs. Beekeepers like
having goldenrod around for its golden, mild honey. and it has also been used as a yellow dye for centuries.
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Pixie Cup Trail

(Continued from page 1)

species that reproduce by means of spores, like mosses and liverworts, rather than flowers or seeds. Polytrichum
or haircap moss is probably the most easily recognized moss in the basin with its low, lush green foliage and hairlike appearance.
Lichens, on the other hand, rely on a symbiotic relationship between fungus and algae and look a little more ‘out
of this world’ in my opinion. One such lichen is the petite and easy-to-miss pixie cup (Cladonia pyxidate), which is
a ½” tall cup that clings to the basin floor. Many times, pixie cups can be found near the equally interesting British
soldier lichen (Cladonia cristatella), known for their distinctive bold red tops, which are most noticeable during the
spring season. The trail is also home to several hundred young sourwood trees (Oxydendron arboretum). These
beautiful native trees are found in low-lying areas throughout the property due to their preference for moisture
and acidic soils. Sourwoods are among the first to change color in later summer and they are a spectacular sight
along the Pixie Cup Trail when they do. When you find yourself on the Pixie Cup Trail make sure you stay on the
designated pathways, watch your step, and look closely for these unique low-growing plant species.

Goldenrod reigns king in well-drained meadows and naturalized landscapes that receive full sun. It does spread by
rhizomatous growth and can be categorized as an aggressive spreader in optimal conditions but it is not
considered invasive here in the U.S. Late-season flowering plants like asters and ironweed along with goldenrod
make a grand last floral statement before the killing frosts arrive. So, the next time you see a field of gold, enjoy its
beauty and don’t blame the goldenrod as you reach for the antihistamine, blame the ragweed.

Pictured page 1: Goldenrod.
Pictured top left: Wrongfully accused: Rod, Golden, drawing by Phil Cole.
Pictured top right: The real culprit, ragweed.
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Growing Memories
What people
see in a
garden is a
reflection of
what is in
their heart.”

Shoukei
Matsumoto

By Bill Johnson, Guest Contributor

There are many benefits to growing
plants, both indoors and out. One
often overlooked gardening benefit is
the memories that come from gifted
plants or plant parts that become
plants.
My
lifelong
gardening
partnership with my wife Emilie began
by growing indoor “houseplants” —
our first plant was a wax begonia. Not
long after that, a friend of my
grandmother gave us a Beefsteak
begonia (B. x erythrophylla), an
heirloom species with large, shiny,
dark-green leaves. That specimen’s
descendants are still with us, having
survived a move to Texas, one to
Pennsylvania, and another back to
West Virginia.
In the five decades since those first
begonias, our indoor container plant
collection has evolved through
passionate and sometimes extended
affairs with many plants including
African violets (Saintpaulia), orchids,
bromeliads, and agaves.

Most of these have challenging
cultural
requirements
—
for
example, most bromeliads and
orchids in cultivation are tropical
epiphytes (i.e. they grow on trees)
and require high humidity, good air
movement, and very specialized
watering regimens. Through all of
these
exotic
dalliances,
our
collection has always included
begonias, even though that first
wax begonia only lasted a few
months.
The genus Begonia is large and
diverse, containing over 1800
species. Innumerable cultivars have
been developed through selection
and hybridization. Horticulturists
generally divide begonias into three
main categories based their root
systems:
tuberous
begonias,
fibrous-rooted begonias, and the
rhizomatous begonias. We grow
rhizomatous begonias for their
fascinating foliage, and because

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OF

OUR BUSINESS

PARTNERS
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they are well-adapted
growing conditions.

to

indoor

One of the best features of the
rhizomatous begonias is that they are
very easy to propagate. Simply
remove a healthy leaf and place the
petiole in water or in a small pot with
some damp, sterile potting mix. Roots
will emerge quickly and within a few
weeks, a new plant will start to
develop. If you want even more
plants, you can remove the petiole,
make sharp cuts across the veins on
the back of the leaf, and place the
leaf in a pot so that the cuts are in
contact with the soil surface. Keep
the soil surface moist and within a
few weeks, tiny plants will begin to
develop at each point of contact!
So if you'd like to start your own
collection, find a gardener with a
rhizomatous begonia that you admire
and ask them for a leaf to propagate!
Most are happy to share. Maybe in
addition to growing a new plant,
you’ll be making a memory.

Bill Johnson is a West Virginia Extension
Master Gardener and former President of the
WVBG Board. His latest gardening adventure is
creating beauty and wildlife-friendly habitat in
the Sonoran desert climate of Tucson, Arizona.
Pictured previous page: Beefsteak begonia
Pictured clockwise from top left: Begonia
'Marmaduke', Begonia 'Phoe's Cleo', Begonia
'Black Fang', Begonia 'River Nile'.

Characteristics of
Rhizomatous Begonias
Prefer bright but indirect light.
Tolerate low humidity. Indoor air
can be very dry in winter.
Moderate water requirements –
the rhizomes and leaf stems
(petioles) are succulent allowing
the plant to store water. The soil
surface should be allowed to dry
between watering. Weekly
watering is usually sufficient for
a plant in a properly-sized
container.
Fairly free of pests and diseases.

LEARN MORE AT WVBG.ORG
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We would like to extend a special thank you to our dedicated committee
members and volunteers who continually make our garden parties a success,
as well as our sponsors, auction contributers, auctioneers, florist, participating
chefs, Lisa Bridges Design, and event co-chairs Victoria Cather and Andy
Horton. We could not do this without you!

Roaring Twenties Party Celebrates the Garden's 21st Year
It takes months of planning to create each year’s Garden Party. Since 2012, this annual event has become one of
the most highly anticipated tickets in the greater Morgantown region. A regiment of volunteers come together to
put on a show that will not only raise much-needed revenue for the Garden but leave attendees with energized
enthusiasm for this place and our mission.
For the first time in the event’s history, we had heavy rains roll in on us just before guests began to arrive. We plan
for every outcome as best we can, but to say that we were all holding our breath concerning how the weather
would affect this fundraiser is an understatement. Just as the clock struck “showtime” the sun came out, just as it
has for the WVBG in the aftermath of curtailed programming over the past year due to the pandemic. We were
unable to have a Garden Party in 2020, so the symbolism of beautiful weather serendipitously emerging after a
worrisome storm was not lost on its organizers.
This year’s ‘roaring twenties’ theme was a real hit. Garden volunteer David Samuel surveyed the crowd and
estimated that better than 75% of attendees dressed in 1920’s costume. “People were really excited for this year’s
theme. I haven’t witnessed this much enthusiasm for any Garden Party ever before,” he relayed in our post-event
wrap-up meeting. Décor for the theme ranged from a custom speakeasy entrance by the Barnwood Guy, Scott
Frederick, to a vintage couch from Mustard Couch. Music by Jared Sims and the WVU Jazz Ambassadors made the
air all wiggly with feel-good vibrations. Gangsters and flappers alike surveyed the silent auction tables filled with
amazing art, products, and experiences trying to best one another for the chance to take home some of these
items. The atmosphere, as always, makes this a magical event that creates memories.
Each year, we select an area chef to create a beautiful meal, but this year, because we wanted to make this event
extra-special, we invited a whole team of chefs! Chef Mark Tasker from Table 9, Chef Marion Ohlinger from Hill
and Hollow, Chef Dave Halterman and Mixologist Olivia Cook from Sargasso all prepared food and libations, and
Sarah Straface of Tutto Gelato satisfied our sweet tooth as always.
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DAVID DAVIS

By Philip Smith, Executive Director

OUR EVENT SPONSORS

Victoria & Carl Cather
Jan Mitchell & Doug Maatman

The live auction is always entertaining, and this year was
no exception. Our auctioneer Steven Philips of Joe R Pyle
Auctions created his own performance while exacting
the maximum amount for our top prizes of the night. We
can’t thank the donors of these silent and live auction
items and experiences enough. Artists, businesses, and
friends who love the Garden and its mission provide
these donations because they want to make a difference
in this community. Along with the many tireless
volunteers, these are heroes of the event.
Event co-chairs Victoria Cather and Andy Horton invest
their time and energy year-round into creating this
Garden Party. Key Garden staff also help to coordinate
every detail — so many things that the average person
would never even notice, but that’s what makes this
event and so many other initiatives here so successful.
Our people truly pay attention to detail!
Thanks also to our sponsors, attendees, and those who
couldn’t attend but provided donations anyway. We look
forward to seeing you at 2022’s event, which is already
being planned!

Gregg & Sabrina Cave
Shawn Grushecky & Jennifer Bell
Annette Tanner

Nancy Abrams & Stan Einzig
Jon & Joyce Allen
Rod & Kathy Brundage
Harry & Linda Grandon
Fred & Andy Horton
Bill & Emilie Johnson
Dave & Cathy Samuel

Mike & Linda Bagby
Lyn & Susan Dotson
Glenna Cather
Linda Jacknowitz
Irene Liberatore
Sally & Bob Taylor
Patricia Watson

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
Contact us at info@wvbg.org or 304-322-2093 to leave
a legacy through your will or trust.

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. is incorporated in West Virginia as a tax-exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
organization. Contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law. West Virginia residents may obtain a
summary of the registration and financial documents for the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. from the Secretary of
State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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