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HERE WE GROW

Reach way back in your memory. Do you remember the imaginative
play you had as a child? It was a world with dew still on it. There was a
time for all of us when an ordinary stick had magical powers. Did you
have a little corner of woods or a small creek where you and your
siblings or neighbors would create vast new worlds and act out ideas?
That’s the landscape that Phil Cole, WVBG Site Manager, was charged
to create in 2020.
This little corner of the basin below the Education Center previously
had two notable characteristics. The first being a small, reliable vernal
pool where WVBG’s education team would take school children to
observe spring tadpoles. The second was not so becoming; it was a
space where subsoil material had been relocated during the
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From the Preserve
by Philip Smith, Executive Director
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Barring any major delays, the Hazel Ruby McQuain Event Center will be
complete this summer. Recent visitors have witnessed the construction,
and excitement is really building not just internally–but across the county
and state. Cost increases after the original bids for this facility left us
searching for ways to make the original plan work without compromising
quality. In our time of need, other benefactors have really stepped up to
push this project over the finish line!
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Senators Bob Beech and Mike Caputo went to bat on our behalf at the
Legislature, capturing some Local Economic Development Assistance
(LEDA) funds for the project. Monongalia County Commissioners Tom
Bloom, Sean Sikora, and Jeffery Arnett made a big difference in the
approval of some ARPA funding to help offset the required (and rather
significant) utility upgrades. (The Commission also approved assistance for
upgrades to the future Visitors Center.)
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Shawn Grushecky
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Many of you have also supported this project. The legacy wall display,
pavers, and SHOWer Your Support campaigns have been very successful.
As this goes to print, we’ve raised nearly $75,000! All of this support means
your Garden’s new facility will be furnished and completed as planned. We
are so grateful.
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OUR MISSION | The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder
of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.
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Here We GROW
This spring we received an opportunity to help spread
the word about the WVBG throughout the mid-Atlantic
region. We received significant support for educational
staff and programming. Window replacement in the
future Visitors Center and installation of sewer, water,
heating and cooling infrastructure in the new Event
Center have also been funded. Our thanks could not be
more sincere.

WITH HELP FROM
Breezeline Media
Equitrans Midstream Foundation
Monongalia County Commission
Monongalia County Commission | American
Rescue Plan Act
Service League of Morgantown
WV State Legislature | Local Economic
Development Assistance

JULY
9
10
21
22
23
24
24
25
31
31

Nature Photography Workshop
Human Rewilding
Concert Series: Lords of Lester
Moth Night
Enticing Pollinators & 'Good Bugs'
Young Birders Walk
Summer Drum Circle
Forest Therapy Walk
Summer Sunday Yoga
Sunday Family Fun Day

AUGUST
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.

AUGUST
4
5
13
14
18
21
21

Concert Series: Open Mic Night
Perseids & the Summer Starry Night
Wildflowers, Bloomers, & Pollinators
Annual Garden Party: Havana Nights
Concert Series: Kittens Ain't Biscuits
Young Birders Walk
Summer Drum Circle

6:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m
4:00 p.m..

27
28
28
29

Young Run for Wellness
Summer Sunday Yoga
Sunday Family Fun Day
Forest Therapy Walk

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER
3
8
10
11
18
18
25
25
25
26

Fall Bird Walk
Concert Series: Sugar Maple
Aster Peak Blooming Walk
Young Birders Walk
Mushroom Walk
Summer Drum Circle
Summer Sunday Yoga
Sunday Family Fun Day
Season of Good Taste: Cody's
Forest Therapy Walk

7:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

EVENING YOGA IN THE GARDEN
Every Wednesday | July & August at 6:30 p.m.
September at 6:00 p.m.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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DAVE SMALDONE

Hidden Inhabitants
By Sara Crayton, Guest Contributor

Salamanders
have more
biomass than
any other
vertebrate
animal in the
forests of
Appalachia

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OF

OUR BUSINESS

PARTNERS
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Spring has slowly arrived at the
West Virginia Botanic Garden and
has brought with it bright new
leaves, fresh flowers, and wild
critters emerging from whatever
hidey-hole they sheltered in over
the winter. Take an evening walk
towards the Pond View Trail and
you will be nearly deafened by
singing spring peepers and
American toads. But what about
the amphibians that don’t
announce their presence with a
racket?
West Virginia has 37 species of
salamanders and the WVBG is
home to at least 8 salamander
species. In Appalachia,
salamanders have more biomass
(total amount of body weight of all
salamanders combined) than any

other vertebrate animal in our
forests, but they are rarely seen.
That is because salamanders
typically remain sheltered under
rocks, logs, and leaf litter to avoid
the threats of drying out or
encountering predators.
One of the most commonly seen
salamanders at the WVBG is the redspotted newt (Notophthalmus
viridescens). This salamander is
unique because it has three distinct
stages of life, whereas most
amphibians only have two. Newts
hatch out of eggs that are laid in still
water to become aquatic larvae, and
then metamorphose into the
juvenile, land-dwelling stage—called
the red eft. These salamander
teenagers are bright red or orange,

EQUITRANS MIDSTREAM FOUNDATION
BREEZELINE

Are you curious about salamanders but unsure
how to approach them? See page 6 for tips.
with their bright coloration serving
as a warning to potential predators
that they are toxic and will make
any predator sick who eats them.
After 2-7 years, the efts transform
into aquatic adults that are olive
green and have paddle-like tails to
help them swim. Newts can live up
to 14 years in the wild! These
charismatic creatures can often be
seen in the spring swimming as
adults in the pond or feasting on
wood frog eggs, and the efts tend to
be very visible because they travel
widely on land.
The forest trails of WVBG are also
home to the eastern red-backed
salamander (Plethodon cinereus),
the most common salamander in
Appalachia, and slimy salamanders
(Plethodon glutinous), which are
beautiful, jet-black salamanders
sprinkled with white and brassycolored flecks. Slimy salamanders
are so named because they
release a glue-like sticky substance
from their skin when

stressed, so if you pick one up and
cause it distress, your hands also
may end up covered in a sticky glue.
Or if you venture into one of the
forested headwater streams in the
early spring and flip some flat rocks,
you may encounter a bright golden
northern two-lined salamander
(Eurycea bislineata) scouting out
safe rocks to lay their eggs.

Sara Crayton is a WVU doctoral student
and WVBG Volunteer who studies and
admires all wildlife, especially reptiles
and amphibians.

Opposite: red-spotted newt. Clockwise from
top left: eastern red-backed salamander,
red-spotted newt (red eft stage), northern twolined salamander, slimy salamander.

AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES | BRETT CLARK
CLEAR MOUNTAIN BANK
OLD COLONY OF MORGANTOWN
UNIVERSITY TOYOTA
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If you find a salamander under a rock or log, be certain to carefully replace the rock or log in its exact
position. Remember, that object is a home for wild animals, and you wouldn’t want your home to be
removed from its foundation and placed elsewhere! Replace the object first and put the salamander
near it so that you don’t accidentally crush them.
Chemicals and oils on human hands can harm salamanders because they breathe through their skin and
so the skin must be very permeable. Avoid handling salamanders while wearing lotion, bug spray, or
sunscreen, and always rinse your hands in some stream water before touching salamanders.
Placing salamanders in plastic containers with some water or moist leaves
can be a safe way to temporarily view them (this is always a great way for
small children to view amphibians up close without dropping or squishing
them). If you hold them in your hands, try to limit the amount of time that
you hold them to 60 seconds or less.
ALWAYS return salamanders exactly where you found them.

Ready, Set, Adventure!

(Continued from page 1)

excavation of the Education Center’s basement. Nothing really
wanted to grow on the poor, rocky soil. However, one day we
observed how people were making their own ‘play’ area out of the
space by stacking rocks. On that day, the idea for formally
redressing this area as a Children’s Garden began in earnest.
As with any significant project, there were collections of ideas,
sketches, and more Pinterest photos than you can shake a
magical stick, sorry, ‘wand’ at. The Garden’s planning team got
involved, and Phil Cole was tasked to develop a formal design
plan. A talented landscape designer, Cole has helped design
many incredible landscapes, including the Monongalia County
Courthouse Plaza and even flower shows for Phipps Conservatory
and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh – just to name a couple of
examples. This challenge of designing a children’s space on a
tight budget provided a completely new
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test, and Cole excelled. It’s also noteworthy that the design includes spaces for children with disabilities to engage in
nature play, an effort that we will continue in future additions.
Nature play is important in the growth and development of children. Allowing them to engage their imagination in a
wild space without structured rules or adults telling them how to play has tremendous value. In the growing
urbanization of the Morgantown area, providing these spaces for children is important—not just hiking trails where
accompanying parents tend to plod on through, but places where parents can get out of the way and let children
learn and engage with nature on their own terms.
Of course, we also seized the opportunity in the Children’s Adventure Garden (CAG) to sprinkle in some nature
education. WVBG Education Director Erin Smaldone created color matching signs; with one asking a nature-based
question and one with the corresponding color placed somewhere nearby with the answer. There are amphibian life
cycle signs at the frog pond, an ecological topple tower game that teaches kids how ecosystems can fall apart when
you take away too many elements, and other teachable opportunities. Notable plants include the bean/pea teepee,
gourds on the entrance arbor, sunflowers, and pollinator plantings all around the periphery. Clumping bamboo was
chosen as a living wall border to create a sense of entry (this bamboo does not spread).
All of this was made possible by the generosity of three key funders. First, the Kiwanis Foundation of Morgantown
provided initial funding. Then, the George W. Bowers Family Charitable Trust gave a significant gift toward the
project. Both charitable organizations truly love to do special things for children. As design and construction costs
became clearer, we realized that we would need more funding to complete this first phase of the CAG, and just as if
it were meant to be, University Toyota enthusiastically reached out to us to see how they could help! We can’t say
enough about the wonderful support that all three of these community-minded benefactors have given West
Virginia’s Garden over the years.
There’s more than meets the eye when you first visit the CAG. Biafore Landscape Development did a spectacular job
with the foundation drainage, materials selection, and construction. Also, you may not see it now, but certain design
elements lend themselves to a second phase of development! We are already forming plans for new additions to
the CAG in the coming years.
At this writing, it's been less than a week since the CAG opened, and the sound of children's laughter has been
wafting up to the Education Center quite steadily, already forming an integral part of the Garden's soundtrack.
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Membership Demystified
Written by Andy Horton, Guest Contributor
Do you know how important members are to the West Virginia Botanic Garden (WVBG)? YOU are our lifeblood, the
nutrition for our growing garden, YOU provide our strength and vitality! It’s been a goal of the WVBG to continually
grow its membership. As the memberships grow, so grows the Garden. Total memberships have grown 100% over the
past 5 years, from 322 in 2017 to 642 at the end of April 2022.
What does that mean? First and foremost, the Garden relies greatly on membership donations as a large part of the
working budget each year. They account for about 25% of the Garden’s entire operating budget—your continued
support is VITAL! And what can we do to show our gratitude to you, our members? We are listening to you and working
to upgrade and continue member benefits from past years and honor requests from the 2020-21 survey results. We
asked. You answered.
Coming out on top of the survey of important membership benefits was this newsletter, followed by members-only
events, the reciprocal admissions program (free admission to other gardens), members-only rates for workshops, the
free magazine subscription, and the business discount programs.
We will kick off members-only events with a Trivia Night, hosted by our Director Philip Smith. Come out Tuesday June
7 at 7:30 p.m. for trivia competition at the Education Center. Bring your own beverages, and we will provide snacks.
Space is limited, register online today! Watch your emails, Facebook posts, and future newsletters for upcoming
members-only events. Member's only parking spaces have also been designated, look for the signs on your next visit.
There are a couple in the main lower lot and a couple in the shade on the parking loop.

LEARN MORE AT WVBG.ORG/membership
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Board member Victoria Cather, a frequent traveler, enjoys the free or discounted admission at many gardens
throughout the country. She recently visited the Holden Forests/Cleveland Botanical Gardens, where her WVBG
membership gave her FREE entry. She says, “those gardens are to die for!” She came back with many photos and
ideas for additions to our new children’s garden. They are just one of more than 300 gardens throughout North
America that provide free or reduced admissions as part of the reciprocal admissions program.
Many WVBG members, those at the $100/Contributor level and above, also receive the additional benefit of discounts
at area businesses, including Homegrown Pizza and many area greenhouses. Check your membership card; if it says,
“eligible for discounts,” you are at the Contributor level or above. If your card does not have that notation, please
consider increasing your level to that of Contributor. It will provide you with additional benefits while helping the
Garden, as well.
Lastly, did you know that the WVBG has a library, and that members may borrow the books? The library, in the
Education Center, contains over 500 donated books on all things botanical and garden design. The WVBG librarian,
Linda Blake, reminds us that members may borrow books by filling out the form on the clip board within the
bookshelf. And don’t forget the children! On the lower level, there is a collection of almost 100 children’s and
education books. To search the database of books, visit https://www.libib.com/u/wvbg directly or access the link
through the membership benefits page.
For more information about membership levels and benefits, please visit wvbg.org/membership.

Andy Horton is an active WVBG Board Member . She has co-chaired our annual Garden Party event for the last few years and recently took on
leadership of our Membership Committee.

Are you receiving our member emails?
If not, please call us at 304-322-2093 or email us at
info@wvbg.org to update your account.
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Written by George Longenecker,
Guest Contributor
The Rhododendron Garden was
started in the fall of 2013 when
Kinsey Gleason asked if there
was a project she could have a
group work on as a memorial to
her friend Christine Moses
Svanemyr. A plan for the garden
was quickly developed. A group
of about forty came and in an
hour and a half, cleared the
unwanted fallen logs and
undergrowth. They then planted
donated rhododendrons and
spent some time in
remembrance of Christine. A year
later they came back,
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improved the garden, and planted
more rhododendrons. Since then,
Frank Pelurie, a staunch member
of the American Rhododendron
Society, contributed about 100
more plants, many of which were
added to the garden.
This site was chosen because its acid
soils and mostly deciduous
canopy are best suited to
rhododendrons and many other
members of the Heath Family
(Ericaceae). This family is made up
of about 70 genera, mostly shrubs
and a few small trees, including
rhododendrons, blueberries,
huckleberries, mountainlaurel,
pieris, and sourwood. The Genus
Rhododendron is made up of both
rhododendrons and azaleas found
in eight Subgenera with about
1900 species (with innumerable
varieties and cultivars) from
throughout the northern
hemisphere. There are presently
plants from four of these

Subgenera in the Rhododendron
Garden thanks to Mr. Pelurie.
Hollies have been added as well
(although not in the Heath Family)
because they also prefer the acid
conditions and make a good
accompaniment for their interest
beyond the spring and early
summer flowering season of the
rhododendrons.
ERIN SMALDONE

The
Rhododendron
Garden

Most members of the Heath
Family do best on well-drained
acid soils and need lots of acid
mulch like oak leaves, beech
leaves, and pine needles (maple
and elm leaves are not acid and
should be avoided). They also do
best under deep-rooted
deciduous and evergreen trees,
avoiding root competition. The
soils in the garden are a bit too
clayey, so the rhododendrons
were planted shallowly to allow
for good drainage away from
them. Constant moisture is critical to
support the soil mycorrhizas

“A rhododendron bud lavender-tipped.
Soon a glory of blooms to clash with the cardinals
and gladden the hummingbirds!”
― David Beard

that rhododendrons depend on,
so they are mulched heavily. The
canopy overhead gives them
protection from strong winds and
protects the evergreen forms from
foliage sunscald on late
afternoons in the winter and
spring. Deciduous forms were
planted in the lower part of the
garden because the canopy there
is more open, allowing more light
into the plants during the growing
season. We are working on getting
all the plants labeled so everyone
can get to know them.

George W. Longenecker is professor
emeritus of Landscape Architecture at
West Virginia University as well as the
founder and former Executive Director of
the West Virginia Botanic Garden.
He designed and led the development of the
Rhododendron Garden as well as most
other gardens at the WVBG.

We hope that visitors will enjoy
this garden in the spring as it
bursts into flower and through the
seasons as plants have been
chosen to bring interest at all
seasons.
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LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
Contact us at info@wvbg.org or 304-322-2093 to leave
a legacy through your will or trust.

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. is incorporated in West Virginia as a tax-exempt, not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
organization. Contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law. West Virginia residents may obtain a
summary of the registration and financial documents for the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. from the Secretary of
State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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