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Ramps & Such

Written by Marion Oblinger, Guest Contributor

Consider, for just a moment, the humble ramp. Allium tricoccum,
cousin in the Amaryllidaceae family to wild edibles around the
planet, but stubbornly solipsistic as only a true Appalachian can be.
In the reliquary of Appalachia’s cultural and culinary oddities—the
ramp stands alone. No other can hope to be so reviled and despised
by so many while being fiercely embraced by so many more. The
traditional harbinger of spring, the “old wives” say eating the first one
you find, dirt and all, right where you stand in the woods, will purge
your blood of winter and bring you good health for the rest of the
year. It will certainly purge your pores.

Its stench is legendary. Tales abound of churches banning the
consumption of ramps the day before service, of schools sending
students home because they had ramp fumes steaming from their

(Continued on page 10)
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From the Preserve

by Philip Smith, Executive Director

Two key areas of focus identified in the 2023 WVBG Strategic
Plan include equitable considerations and developing ways for
those with disabilities to better experience the Garden. Our
pledge over the years to be purposeful in considering
accessibility has been manifested in building construction,
bridges, sighage, and trail design. We're not perfect, and some
recognized barriers present certain costs that we're yet unable
to overcome, but that doesn't mean it's not a priority.

In our grant-seeking, there are accessibility objectives baked
into several projects. With all that said, we want to hear from
you if you've experienced accessibility barriers to WVBG
programming or enjoyment of the Garden. This place expands
to include new features, plantings, and programs every year.
However, we will never be too big to be dismissive of any one
person's experience. | invite you to contact me directly if you
have suggestions for improving access and hospitality for
Garden visitors. You can reach me by email at psmith@wvbg.org
or on the office phone at 304-322-2093.

OUR MISSION | 7he West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
secks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder

of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.
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We are happy to announce three new upcoming BLOOMING BEDS

projects: improvements to the entrance gardens, the o & Planter Dedications L

Here We GROW

addition of solar panels to the Terrace at Tibbs Run, _ ',:
and a new pedestrian trail connecting the Visitors : - . e
Center to the Hillside Trail. Additional support was . . > # }
also received for recent renovations to the future 7 - e i g
administrative building, paving project. 2023 Fall | S 4
Children's Festival, educational staff, programming, W e 1;’ 54 -
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WITH HELP FROM S RS 7
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Appalachian United Solar Fund N PR | 1R
Be Active WV s F =

Chingos Foundation

Equitrans Midstream Foundation

Hope Gas

Monongalia County Parks & Trails Levy
Vincent Francis Huebsch Foundation
Weldon Family Foundation

WYV Nursery and Landscape Association
WYV State Legislature | Local Economic
Development Act

PERFECT FOR:
GRADUATIONS ¢ THANK YOUS ¢ REMEMBRANCE
BIRTHDAYS * ANNIVERSARIES ® JUST BECAUSE

Limited quantities available
THROUGH APRIL 10TH

MARCH MAY

Native Plants for Northern WV Yards 10:00 a.m. Gardening with Assistive Devices 6:00 p.m.
5 Appalachian Cookery Tutorial 6:30 p.m. 3 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m.
23 Woodcock Walk 7:00 p.m. 6 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk 6:00 p.m.
28 Camp: Wonderful Water & Wildlife Q:00 a.m:. 7 Appalachian Cookery Tutorial 6:30 p.m.
29 Camp: Fantastic Forests & Birds 9:00 a.m. 11 WVBG Day 10:00 a.m.
31 Sonic Bloom: Weavings in Sound 2:00 p.m. 13 Labyrinth Walk 6:00 p.m.

16 Field Journaling Workshop 6:00 p.m.
19 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.

AP RI |— 25 Young Birders Walk 10:00 a.m.

Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m.
6 Wetlands and their Amphibian Wonders 10:00 a.m.
14 Afternoon Tea 2:00 p.m. J U N E
15 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk 6:00 p.m. 7 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m.
16 Appalachian Cookery Tutorial 6:30 p.m. 14 A Season of Good Taste: Burgers & Brews 6:00 p.m.
20 Providing Nesting Materials for Birds 10:00 a.m. 16 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.
21 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m. 17 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk 6:00 p.m.
25 Immersive Soundbath 7:00 p.m. 21 Summer Concert Series: Mountain Soul Music 6:30 p.m.
27  Spring Bird Walk 7:30 am. 24  Forest Wander & Wonder Walk 6:00 p.m.
27 A Season of Good Taste: Libby Nolle 6:00 p.m.
28 Woodland Amphibian Wonders 2:00 p.m. MEDITATION, COMMUNITY, & SUPPORT

10:00 AM Every Sunday at the Education Center
YOGA WEDNESDAYS  MARCH — MAY 15th @ the Terrace
6:00 PM JUNE in the Garden
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Underground
Forest Exhibit
on Display

Written by, Philip Smith

Execurive Direcror
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Everyone knows that West Virginia has some of the most abundant
coal deposits in the US. and that coal is often referred to in
industrial terms as ‘fossil fuel’ However, little thought is given to
those fossils being testaments of a rich floral ecosystem millions of
years ago. The landscape of Appalachia was once very different,
unrecoghnizable in topography and climate for us today. The plant
and animal life were also quite peculiar. Decaying plants stacked
thickly in the swampy landscape because bacteria and fungi had
hot yet evolved to help rot the dead matter. Over time, the plants
were fossilized, preserved in stone. Intense heat and pressure
further compressed some of these fossils into coal. As West
Virginia's Garden, it is appropriate to acknowledge these ancient
forests as part of the state’s botanical story—so an exhibit was
custom designed along the Reservoir Loop Trail as a tribute to this
now underground forest.

| once took a paleobotany course in college, which resulted in a
lifelong hobby of veering my car onto roadside berms and clawing
my way up road cuts to sort through the scree to look for fossils. It's
biological archeology and can be very fun. Trying to identify these
casts and impressions in the stone has also helped me retain at
least some of what | learned so long ago.

This exhibit has been years in the making. As word got out that this
was something in the works, a handful of paleobotany



Fossils have richer stories to
tell ... than we have been

willing to listen to.
~ Robert 1. Bakker

professionals and hobbyists offered help. I've often found the tree-sized club moss fossils of
Lepidodendron on giant boulders or rock cliffs, but none small enough to fit into this exhibit. George
Longenecker enthusiastically offered his collection of Lepidodendron fossils discovered on Snake
Hill to the WVBG. Other display pieces were collected on U.S. 119 road cuts in Logan County, near
Mathias in Hardy County, in small Pocahontas County quarries, and other locations around the state.

Fossil collecting can be a fun hobby that helps connect you to a larger plant picture through time.
Not to mention, some of the fossils are quite beautiful, and if you're lucky, you might find one large
enough to add interest to your ornamental landscaping. There are safety and ethical considerations
to understand, including awareness of private land, presence of snakes, eye protection when using
arock pick to break open suspect shale, and others. There are a few books that | would recommend
for this endeavor, but my favorite is Fossil Collecting in the Mid-Atlantic States by Jasper Burns. It is
written in a way that is easy to understand and even provides directions to sites where you may
find success.

The WVBG's Prehistoric Garden exhibit is unigue and condenses a lot of
information about ancient trees, giant plants that resemble modern ferns
and clubbmosses, and more. One goal of this exhibit is to spark an
interest in fossils and a deeper understanding of the coal for which
West Virginia is so famous. The WV Museum of Geology and Natural
History at nearby Mont Chateau on Cheat Lake also has a great
collection. If you have questions about fossils that you find, reach out

to WVBG staff. Also, members may find more information in the

WVBG library, now located entirely in the Education Center

classroom. Contact the WVBG during business hours for

access at 304-322-2093.
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CURRENT MEMBERSIHIPS AS OF JANUARY 1 2024
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CONSERVATOR

Annette Tanner *

BENEFACTOR
Nancy Abrams *
Michael & Linda Bagby ~
Susan Capelle & Sam Dyke
Vincent & Margaret Collins
Claudia Goodwin-Morgan

& David M Morgan
Alex Guy & Kaitlin Paulk Guy *
Lisa & David Hook
Ellen E Hrabovsky
George & Caryol Longenecker *
Nathaniel & Michelle Mayor
Jan Mitchell & Doug Maatman *
Stephen Wetmore

PATRON

Rod & Kathy Brundage *
Kristi Crutch

Victoria & Carl Cather *
Allison & Patrick Deem *
Brad & Liz DeRoos

Judith Dinsmore

Rebecca Chong

Vida Golubovic & Isaac Estep
Lee & Jeanne Gren”

Drs. Paul and Julie Lockman ~
William & Nora MacDonald
Beverly Martin & Mike Vernon
Dale & Carolyn McVicker *
Todd & Heike Mills *

Cindy O'Brien

Anne Oldham

James & Penelope Patton
Terry & Holly Rose

Joe & Judy Smaldone
Phil & Dana Weser *

SPONSOR

Joyce B Allen
Katharine Lee Avary ~
Chris & Marie Bearce
Alan & Kathryn Bosia
Judith Clister

Iwona & Greg Dahle
Diana Davis

Brian & Kayla Dilcher *
Kristen Dragan

Don & Martha Ann

Ferguson
Marsha Fletcher
Shirley Giuliani
Brenda Gould

& Leonard Knee "
William & Tammy Haines
Jennifer & Steve

Henderson *

Andrea & Fred Horton *
Janet Kemp *

Gary & Sharon Nicholas
Lee Paules

Tim Prescott &

Linda Wessels *
Lizbeth A Pyle *
Lindsey & Jonathon

Schnell
Alf & Ann Siochi
Nathan & Austyn Skeen
Sally & Bob Taylor *
Patricia & Ray Wells *
Tom S. Witt & Grethe

Myles
Rachel Wood *

Karl & Pam Yagle *

CONTRIBUTOR

Stephen & Susan Arnold
Billy & Carolyn Atkins
Darrel & Vicki Auch *
Betty M Bailey

Richard & Rita Bajura
Doug & Melissa Baker *
John & Janie Balasko
Mark & Cathy Barger
Dave & Robin Barnett
Lori Battelli

Diana R Beam *

Linda & Joe Bennett "
Thomas Ward Benson
Lee Blair

Justin & Hannhah Booth
Mary Boroff

J Phillip & Rebecca Burton

Marcus & Cheryl Carnegie *

Linda S Carson
Peggy Chappell
Brian & Paula Cole
Phil & Kellie Cole
Elizabeth Swiger

& James Coleman
Emily & Greg Corio
Sandra Cotton
Pamela Cubberly

& Roger Congleton
Dave Curry
Leslie Cyphert Riffle
Charlotte & Roger Dalton
Leilani & Rusty Davis
David & Laura Davis
Susan Day-Perroots
Janice Denison
Dick & Midge Dey *
Dianna DiBartolomeo *

Lyn & Susan Dotson *
Mary Ann Farmer
Polyanna Fiorini
Dave & Kelly Fleming *
Gary Friggens
Mannon Gallegly
Lori Gallo
Ellen Goodwin
Harry & Linda Grandon *
Jamie Griffith
Jason & Beth Gross
Shawn Grushecky

& Jennifer Bell *
Denise Gwinn
Chuck & Patty Harman
Jessica Haught *
Sally S Hazard
Ruth Heavener
Jennifer Herman
Cheryl Hook
Charles Howard

& Lorna Waddell
Caulton & Gertraud Irwin
John & Edie Jett *
Maureen Johnson
Bill & Emilie Johnson *
Kenneth G. Judson Jr.~
Stephanie H. Juristy
Karlin Family
Kathy & Chuck Karnack
Royce & Mike Keller
Jennifer Kelly

Karin & Hoppy Kercheval *

Marie Kidd *
Susan & Steve Kite
Fran Kordek *
Robert Lehki
Joseph & Vicki Lemine
Katrina & Trevor Lloyd
Roger & Nancy Lohmann
Megan Mahoney
& James Thompson
Tom Mauger & Carol
Laxson
Betty McClintock
Alison McClure McManus
Steven & Connie
McCluskey
Sarah McCollester *
Elizabeth McConnell
Michele Means
Frances Metheny
Bill Mills & Tom Gillooly
Mary E Morrison
Martha Mullett
Elizabeth Hopkins Mullett
PJ Murray
Kelly & Russ Nix *
Gwen & John Perrott
Edgar & Laura Petras
Robert & Barbara Pifer *
Donna Prince
Elizabeth Puette
Alice Race
Macel Rhodes
Sherman & Rama
Riemenschneider *
Wendy & Loren Rieth
Kelsey Riggi

Andrew & Blair Rorabaugh

Renee & Charles Rose
Carol & Scott Rotruck
Delbert Royce
Mark Rutledge
Susan Sailer & Tom Miles
Susan & Don Sauter
Gale Simplicio & Family *
Travis Minyon

& Meghan Smith
Ken Snyder *
Dolores Sobolewski

& Ron Biondi

Heidi Stewart &
Tom Gallegly
Nancy Stout
Cynthia & David
Straface
Krista Swager
Trevor & Darla Swan
Chloe Swanger
Richard & Kathryn
Swanson ”
Gail Swick & Family
Karen & David Taddie *
Rita Tanner
Elizabeth Taylor
Jim & Gale Truman
Roy Tunick
Bill & Harriet
Van Voorhis ~
Tim & Jeff Walker
Janet Walls
Todd & Elizabeth Ware
Jon & Donna Weems
Mark Westbrook &
Tracy Novak
Judith & Ron Wilkinson
Mary Wimmer *
Petra & John Wood
Tim & Chris Woodall
Kristie & James
Woodward
Karen Workman
& Family
Loretta J. Wotring
Claudia Zimarowski

HOUSEHOLD

Christiaan & Laurie
Abildso
Lisa M. Acchione *
Robert & Aurie
Acciavatti
Susan Cagey Adams *
Amelia Adcock &
Scott Finley
Vickie Adams Gianola
Dan & Anna Alexander
John and Megan Alm
Dr. Rudolph P. Almasy *
Louise & James Amrine
Alan & Pat Anderson
Bruce Anderson
John & Jennifer
Armentrout
Stephanie Ashley
Hilary & Michael Attfield
Gerda Augustin MD
Kristin Bagby
Valerie & Thomas
Bailey
Dr. Meridith A. Balas
& Mr. Andrew Sealy
Dottie & Al Barnes
Sarah Barnes & Family
Larissa & Alex
Bevacqua
Edd L & Laura Bills
Gerry Bindernagel
Brie & David Blackley
Melissa Boyd & Family
Douglas & Susan Boyer
Theresa Brenneman
& Family
Janine Breyel &
Randy Minor
Lisa Bridges
Jessica Bright
Nancy Brockman
Cheryl Brown &
Corky Kershner
Richard & Shelley
Brundage

Matt & Nancy Brunner
Shari D. Burgess
& Family
Alexandra Burns
Nikki Byrne-Hoffman
Melissa Calabrese
Colleen & Dan
Caldwell
Stephanie Carlson
Sue Carpenter
Anne Cather &
Edward Etzel
Drew & Danin Cather *
Gregg & Sabrina Cave *
Cayton Family
Judie Charlton &
Bruce Andrews
Teri Chuprinko
& Family *
Sandy Clark &
Greg Wasler
Diana & Andy Claydon
Judy & Stan Cohen
Laura Cohen &
Richard Cohen
Robert Cohen
John & Valerie Cole
Heather Conlon
& Family
Coolman Family *
Bridget Couh & Family
Thomas & Hope
Covey *
Stacey Crandell
Amy & Jared
Cumpston
Ann Dacey &
Anders Lennerhag
Brad & Sheila
Daugherty
Randi Davis
Vincent & Judy
DelaGarza
Annelise Demkowicz
Patricia DeVito
Clare DiSalvo
& Family
Sarah Dotson
& Josh Dower "
Joan & Bob Driscole *
Nancy & Daniel
Driscole *
Daniel Eades
Susan Eason
Jill & Harvey Eastman
Nancy & John Elliott
Brenda Craig Ellis
Adrienne Epley Brown *
Katie & Jesse Fallon *
Libby Fanok Bullock
Lara Farina
Kathleen Fedan
Chris Felton
Evan & Heather Ferrell
Christine Pill Fisher
Jade Fisher & Family
Donna & Bill
Fitzpatrick
Sean & Melina
Flanagan
Jonathan Fleming
Dr Jennifer Francis
& Reese Alkire
Paige Funkhouser
Butch & Katie Gattens
Adam & Jennifer
Gebhardt
Amy Gentzler
Sara Georgi



Kelli Geswein & Will Keel
Angelo Giolzetti
David Goldberg
Jodi Goodman &

Mark Gavin
Lejay & Helen Graffious
Daniel & Erika Grant ~
Kristi & John Gregory
Meghann Gregory *

Shirley & Georgeann CGrewe

Steve & Elizabeth Guffey
Amy & John Guido
Ben & Sue Guido
Linda & Bill Hagerty
Susan & David Hardesty *
Lynn A Harper
Teresa Harriman
Margaret Harris
Rick & Julie Harris
Shawna Hart & Family
Erin Hartman
Leslie W. Hartman Il
& Juliet Marlier
Jacqui Heap
Brian & Jeanne Hermann
Jon, Darla, & Koral Hickey
Jason Hissam
Richard Hitt & Susan Small
Judy & Stephen Hoffman”
Emily S Hopta
Terri Howes
Della V Huffman
Melanie Hufnagel
Vicki lber
Mark Imbrogno
Lisa Jepsen-Lozano
Alaska Jimenez
Linda A Johnson*
Kristen Jones
Janet & Kirk Judd
Chris & Robyn
Kaczmarczyk
Brooke & Kevin Kamicker
Doreen Keene
Amy Kennedy Root
Daniel Kifer
Sarah and Matt Kilroy
Gina Kimmel
Jonathon King
Dr. & Mrs. D. Michael
Kinney *
Heidi & John Lamb
Dana Larcenaire & Family
Emily Larkin
Katherine Lewis
Monique Leys
George Lilley &
Mavis Grant *
Jenny Liu
Carol & Barton Loar
Dave & Diane Lofstead
Jon & Nikki Loy
Lori Ludas & Family
Christi Lyons
Lee & Shelley Maddex
Mick & Beth Madison
Doretta Malone
Debra Manning
Gabrielle Marcum
& Brennan Comfort
Villanueva Matkovich
Patricia Mayes
Allyson McCall
Ralph McCardle
Tandy McClung
Megan & Lucas McCulla
Amy McCurdy
Brian & Mary Ann
McDonald *
Mary Sue McGaha *
Jessica & Bernard McGee
Dave McGill

Renee McGinnis
Debra Mclntosh & Family
Frances McVay
Alice and Kevin Meehan
Kimberly Meigh & Family
Amy & Doug Milbrand
Stephanie Miller
Minc-Steele Family
Karen Modzik
Ron & Brenda Moore
Mike & Nancy Mosser
Pranjali Muley
James & Jill Natale
Jeff Nelsen
Tiffilany & Steven
Neuenschwander
Cody Nieman
Barbara Nitz
Linda Nordstrom
& Ted Chisler”
Ashley Hardesty Odell
David & Cheryl Ornick
Lacy Paine &
Philip Michelbach *
Darlene Pallay
Molly & Brandon Parrish
Alan Patterson
Alan & Elizabeth Peace
Julia & Rick Phalunas
Phil & Colleen Pifer
Christina Pizanias
Sandra L Plum
Bill Post
Kyriaki & Haralampos
Prassakos
Sandra Putnam &
lan Rockett
Maria Jose-Ramirez
Mary Raymond
Mark & Mary Reasor *
Vanessa Reaves & Family
Jon & Elma Reed
John & Jane Riffe
Rachel Roach
Shirley & Jonathon
Rosenbaum
Beth Rota
Sheila & Jim Rye *
Karen Sackett
Rita Sailer
Frank & Jan Samargo
Dave & Cathy Samuel "
Kelly Saunders Flanagan
Laura Savio
Sarah Schaefer
Patricia & Peter
Schaeffer *
Michelle Scherer
Judy & Al Schmidt
Chris Schmoldt *
Terry & Kathy Schnell
King & Jane Seegar
Jennifer & Steve Selin
Alan & Julie Sexstone
Amy, Danny;,
& Elsie Shahar *
Ewa Shammot
Yvonne Shaw
& Seth Lawson *
Heather Shepler
Erin & Shane Sherrell
JoLynn Shine
Carrie Showalter
Roger & Melinda Shrout
James F Siekmeier
Erin & Dave Smaldone *
Lindsay Smalls
Philip Smith *
Iris & Larry Smith ~
Mark Cody Smith
Sarah Smith-Paugh
& Mike Paugh

Lynn Sobolov &
Gregory Good

Ann & Bjorn Soderberg *

Bob Steele &
Chris Linton *
Maria Stewart
Allison Stone
Russell Strube &
Kathleen Strube
James & Rebecca
Sturnfield *
Tiffany & Jamie
Summerlin
Timothy Sweet
Rollin Tannenbaum
& Clara Kraft
Carol Tennant
Dustin & Kirsha Trychta
Jane Tuttle
Daniel Twardus &
Nancy Naylor-Twardus
John & Pam Unguris
Sarah & Jeth Walkup
Kim Wasserman
Ann & Dick Walters
Linda Watkins
Sydney Webb &
William Webb Jr.
Charles Werntz &
Donna Ford-Werntz
Ingrid Weterrings
Heather Whetzel
James & Joanna White
Michael Whitman
Catherine Whitworth
Carroll W. Wilkinson
Dorian & Karen Williams
Jenny & Nathan Wilson
Sara Wilts & Duane
Lazzell
Stacy Wise
Patricia Witt
Alyssa Wright
Clover Wright
Lynette Wright
Charles & Martha Zeh

INDIVIDUAL

John Anderson
Amy Armentrout *
Cathy Baker
Linda Batiste
Karen Bell

Susan Bell

Shari Lynn Bennett
Denise Berrebi *
Joelleen Bidwell
Valerie Biundo
Linda Blake *
John Bocan
Joyce A Bower
Lana J. Boyce
Maureen Brady
Kevin Brockett
Cori Buseman
Carmen M Cavallo
Barbara Coates
Seth Cole

Susan H Cook
Frank G Cox Jr
Virginia Cox
Elizabeth Critch
James Culberson
Becky Dodds
Mary Ann Dotson *
Nicole Edwards
Cathy Ellis
Gregory Elmes
Jacki Englehardt
Samantha Fagan
Raymond Fish

Melanie A Fisher
Pam Ford

Denise Fowler *
Janese Fowler
Wanda Franz
Linda Fredrick
Mary R Frohnapfel
Daryl Frum
Michael Gansor
Bryce Gilson
Whitney Glotfelty
Jennifer Goldcamp
Robinne Gray
Barbara Griffin
Judy Guye-Swanson
Melody Gwilliam
Joanne Hall

Kerry A Harbert
Johanna Harmon
Kylea Hauser
Linda Herbst

Amy Hill

Yvonne Howdershelt
Barb Howe *
Jerrey Hoyt
Cynthia Huebner
Susan Hunter
Linda Jacknowitz
Linda Jackson
Jason Kapcala
Jason Keeling
Heather Kessler
Margaret M. Kitt
Dr. Sarah S Knox
Mary Ellen Koenn
Diana Krinke
Jeannette Krizner
Sherrilyn Kuehn
Zoe Litten

Justin Litton
Leslie Lovett
Lauren Luci
Rebekah Lynch-Kantes
Kathryn Madison
Paula Martinelli
Dennis Maust
Alan McEwen
Tracey Mclntosh
Joan McKay
Dorothy Measures
Alison Meredith
Ronald Millecchia
Alice Morgan
Marilyn S. Morgan
Swathi Mukkamala

Schyler Nichols *
Carol Nix ~
Rusty O'Neal
Steven Padgitt
Regina Paul
Susan Pinto
Libby Powers
Chad Proudfoot
Elena Pugacheva
Donald Reinke
Sharon Richman
Beverly Riffon
Janet Robbins*
Heather Robertson
Julie Robinson
Kimberly Robinson
Beth Samol
Lennie Samsell
Roseane Maria
Maia Santos
Kathryn Sherlock
Marilyn Shulman
Jessica Skipper
Kaitlyn Snyder
Anne Sroka
Pat Stanton
Judith Stitzel
Gloria Straight Morgan
Martha Summers
Brad Swiger
Sara Theis
Carol T Thompson
Carrie Thomson
Theresa Tumas *
Ruth Tunick
Emily C Umble
Lynn VanFossen
Therese Vanzo
Jennifer Volturno
Katie Ward
Patricia Wells
Grace Wigal
Stephanie Williams
Aaron Witt
Jane R Wodzien

STUDENT

Jackie Boury
Harold J Jones llIL
Katherine Norris
Heather Price
Payton L Seats
Ty Spurlock

WE COULDN'T DO THIS

WITHOUT YOU

If your name is not listed and you would like
it listed in future publications, please contact
us at info@wvbg.org or 304-322-2093 to
update your account.

* Donor made multiple
types of donations
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TO OUR ADDITIONAL DONORS

MEMORIAL/TRIBUTE

Dave Acord

Mike Albert

Dr. Rudolph P. Almasy

Leslie Anderson &
James Martin

Robert Bacaj

William & Anna Ballard

Philomena Barata

Aaron & Kelly Barkhurst

Hannah & Eli Batkoski

John & Christine Battin

Margaret Been

Cathy & Whitney Bennett

Joy Bolick

Beth Ann Bossio

Gary & Vickie Bowden

Thea Browne

Melissa Burkovich

Terra Burnett

Steve & Karen Byers

Laura Capage

Charlotte Cohen

Allin Collins *

Corwin Family

Joann Crawford

Sarah Deabler

Marlene DeFrank

Linda Durfee

John Esch

Joan & Mike Evanoff

Kemper Family

Teresa E Fazio

Diana K Fortney

Fred & Mary Gabriele

Thomas George

Melinda Gibson

Pablo & Olga Gonzales

Judy Greathouse

Laura Gregory

Ella Grimm

Patricia Haldeman

David Hippchen

Vickie Hoffman

Kara & Michael Hurst

Barbara C Laquinta

Nancy Jamison

Sabrina Lee Jochynek

Bruce & Lisa Jones

Ruth & Jeffrey Joseck

Linda & James Justice

Richard & Linda Kerr

Roger & Deborah King

Melissa Krawiec

Todd & Tracy Kruser

Debra Kutz

Barbara Lackey

Linda Wallace
Leonette

Kellyn Leveton

John & Laura Lewis

Renee Lowery

Julie Lucas

Suzanne Cusick Luikart

Robert & Cheryl
Magnussen

Nancy & William Marsh

Judy Marteney

Diana Martinelli

Joan McDonald

Jennifer McGinley

The McKnight Family

B MclLaughlin

Pam McLaughlin

Gloria June McMillen

Earl Melton

Jeffrey & Janet Messing

Jeff & Pam Mitchell”

Courtney Nelson

Ronald Nestor

Janet & Roy Nutter

Raymond Oliverio

Carol Olson

Jason Pan

Julie Pratt

Libby Predmore

Susie Prunty

Geri Pursglove

Barbara Rasmussen

Eleanor Renton

Susan Riggs

Janice Rogowski

WE ARE ALSO THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OF

MONONGALIA
COUNTY VOTERS

Pat & Bruce Rowan

Jean & Chris Schnatterly

Allison Shaffron

Cindy Shaber

Martin & Terry Sippin

Ennis & Ellen Smith

Randall Moses Smith

Greg & Allison St. Clair

Kaila St. Louis

Debbie Stoikowitz

Ann & Fred Stottlemyer

Jeanne & Wade
Stoughton

JT & Lou Ann Straface

Allidon & Michael
Swaby-Rowe

Amy Swann

Eileen Tavaglione

Janet & Michael
Terretti

Joanne Tetrick

Kathryn Turner

Tim & Donna Tuttle

JS Walker

Timothy Warner &
Paula Hunt

Robert Wetzel

Jacques Williams

Ruth Wingfield

Robert E Wise

Lindsay Wright

Denese Ann Yeager

Marian Kay Yohey

Mary Ann & Tom
Zarinchensky

Jane Zinn

Angelo Associates

Gentle Dental Care

Goff Plaza Garden Club

Morgantown Hockey
Association

Mountainview Retired
Teachers

Salem Rifle &
Pistol Club

Tygart Valley District
WVGC

Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy/
Fallingwater

ANNUAL APPEAL &
OTHER DONATIONS

Jim Abrams
Taylor Adams
Kristin Adcock
Brent Bailey
Steve & Sherre Yvonne

Baker
Kenleigh Bell *
Tessa Bowman
John Bozek
Amber Bradley
Carolyn Brake
Birgitta Brown
Bill Byrne

David & Zoann Callahan
Steve & Teresa Cannon
Carolyn Castro
Glenna Cather
Hillary Clovis
Patrick Conrad
Susan Cook
Julie Cryser
Bob & Debra Cyphert
Karen Davis
Robert Davison
Ruby de la Mata
Thomas & Sharon Dewitt
David Dolph
Ben & Kelly Dotson
Sarah Dotson
Jennifer Duvall
William Eades
Sandra Ellett
Jen Ernst
Fedorko Family
Carolsue Fenwick
Barbara Fleischauer
Mary Beth Griffith
Jeanie & Ben Hardesty
Robert & Kay Hawkins
Terry & Shelly Henthorne
Elizabeth Hestick
Nicholas & Sarah
Heywood
Lisa Hostutler
Fred & Elizabeth Hypes
Ansusan & Keith Inskeep
Jodie Jackson &
Strat Douglas
Bailey Janz
Pat Johnston
Tom Kirk
Cynthia Kozakewich
Daniel Kramer
Jeffrey Kulchar
E Jean Lambert
Philip & Rebecca
Lepanto
Margorie Lewellen
Katherine Lewis
Mara Looney-Sanders
Valinda Loy
Mary Kay Manchin
Lisa Martin
Pamela Martino
Mike & Paula Mays
Nancy McClure
Marjorie McDiarmid
Carol & Kenneth Means
JD Measures
Nikki Mills
Roxann Moreland
Carol & Donald Moss
Andy Nowak
Jo Marie Pitrolo
Vaikunth & Beena Prabhu
Tom Pue
David Aubrey Raese
Elizabeth Moreno
Ansel Rhea
Chelsea Roberts

Florence Ann Roberts

Alex Rubenstein

Harry & Margaret
Rubenstein

Peter Spain

Renee Saggio

The Sanborn Family

Frank A. Scafella Jr.

Keri Schmidt

Zach & Ali Sensabaugh

Craig Sheldon

Vickie Sigley

Sidney & Logan Smith

Carol Hamblen & Don
Spencer

Bethanie Stiles

Samuel Strickland

Susan Moyle Studlar

Stan & Judy Suboleski

Adam Szafran

Kevin & Cindra Taylor

Matt & Megan Taylor

Kara Tuttle

Nancy Ulrich

Carol Ann Vance

Frances Vascoy

Lorna Waddell &
Charles Howard

Frank Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred
Wassynger, Jr.

Patricia Watson

Lindsay Weglinski

Juliette & Bud West

Bryan & Carol Whitaker

Ronald Wilson

Bonnie Woods®

Jim & Gail Woolwine

GRANTING AGENCIES

Antero Foundation

Chingos Foundation

City of Morgantown

Douglas H Tanner Memorial
Fund for the Arts

EQT Foundation

Equitrans Midstream Corp

Equitrans Midstream
Foundation

FirstEnergy Foundation

Hope Gas

Marion County Commission

Monongalia County
Commission

Oakland Foundation

Rotary Club of Morgantown

Service League of
Morgantown

State of West Virginia

Vincent Francis Huebsch
Charitable Foundation

Weldon Family Foundation

West Virginia Nursery
& Landscape Association

Your Community Foundation
of North Central WV

THANK YOU FOR VOTING 'YES' ON THE
MON COUNTY PARKS & TRAILS LEVY!




ORGANIZATIONS

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

/Touchdown Home Pros Realty

Biafore Landscape Development

Blaine Turner Advertising

Cheat Lake Animal Hospital

Citizens Bank of Morgantown

Clear Mountain Bank

Compass Realty Group

Davis Insurance Group

Hayhurst Law

Hi Joy Hills Kg

Huntington Bank

Howard Hanna Premier Properties
/Barbara Alexander

Idexx

Insurance Centers

Cheat Lake Animal Hospital

Kroger

Love at First Light

Mills Group

Mon Health Systems /
Vandalia Health

Morgantown Running

Mountain Laurel Kennels

Mountaineer Inspection Services

Mountaineer Line Striping

Mountainview Dental

MVB Bank

Quarter Pine Tree Farm

Suncrest Garden Club

T&L Hotdog Cart Morgantown

The Clever Canine

The ZaneRay Group

Visit Mountaineer Country CVB
Waterfront Family Pharmacy
West Virginia Junior College
Wings and Things

WVU Research Corporation
WVU School of Dentistry

IN-KIND DONORS

Drew & Danin Cather
Alison Helm
Don's Appliances

Lisa Bridges Design
Melissa Powers CPA & Associates
Mountain Harvest Farms
Joe R Pyle Auctioneers /
Jordan Kiger

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS

Brett Clark / Ameriprise
Financial Services

Clear Mountain Bank

Old Colony Company
of Morgantown *

Contact us at r'n_,r‘b (,_;i':;x.-:r?;g. org or 304-322-2093 1o r:;:ff::fr_y:mr account.
* Donor made multiple types of donations

Enter Our Photo Contest This Spring!

This spring we will be hosting a photo contest where participants can enter photos in five categories including:
plants, wildlife, landscape, people in nature,and uncategorized. The submissions will be judged by a panel of
local photegraphers and the winning photos in each category will be printed on weather resistant fabric,
framed, and mounted to trees along an accessible path at the WVBG. Then,
Garden visitors will use QR codes to vote for their favorite photo and the
people's choice winner will receive two tickets to the
Burgers & Brews dinner in June of 2024. We want

to see your nature photos! See the WVBG

website for official contest rules and

submission guidelines. We will be

accepting submissions from March 1st

through April 15th and the photos will be

on display for the month of May.

2024

2022

Membership Goals

2026 We've said it before: our members provide our strength and vitality! So, we continually strive
to increase memberships and grow stronger each year Membership donations provide a
significant portion of the Garden's annual operating budget and are essential to Garden
operations, maintenance, and growth.

MOLLY MOROOSE

2020 The Garden's goal is to reach 1,000 memberships by 2026, and we are well on our way, with

2018

720 as of January 2024. Last year's membership drive resulted in 67 first-time memberships!

2016 We are hoping that with your help. we can increase memberships again this year as we work
towards our goal. Please invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to join our ranks and

become members. We are COUNTING on you!
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Ramps and Such
(Continued from page 1)

pores, and of businesses sending memos to employees that ramps were not to be eaten before greeting
customers, policies strictly enforced and impossible to dodge. That same stench is also prized by others—the
star of many a church social ramp feed, of festivals celebrating their annual arrival, and your grandad's best
end-of-winter pot of soup beans.

Over the last twenty years, our restaurants have served tons of ramps to thousands of guests, on our daily menu,
our annual Ramparama week, and our 30-course ‘This Ain't Your Grandma's Church Social Potluck Ramp Dinnet.
We began by digging 15 or 20 pounds a year ourselves, roots and all, and by 2020 we were buying hundreds of
pounds every spring, clipped at the top of the bulb to leave the roots in the ground, so they may grow again.
Over those years, I've noticed a clear pattern; those born before the 1980s, what | call the ‘television line| when
cable tv arrived in West Virginia and started telling folks that the old ways were shameful, were raised with
ramps, love ‘'em or hate ‘em; while of those born after 1978 or so, most had never had a ramp. Ramps had
largely been relegated to the history bin by the turn of the millennium, still regionally relevant, but only in
pockets of Appalachia where time had turned at a slower pace.

So, what could have been more surprising when, out of the blue, the maligned ramp became popular. Ironically,
it was that same cable television, through Food TV and all the food-based reality shows, that brought the ramp,
blinking and stumbling, embarrassed and annoyed by all the attention, into the spotlight. Once theyd run out of
more exotic cultures to exploit, the constant search for novelty inevitably led to Appalachia.

Suddenly, the ramp was hip, and the troubles began. Truckloads of ramps were being shipped to farmers
markets in New York City and Chicago, selling for $40 a pound. By 2015 or so, internet influencers were filming
themselves digging ramps while wearing shiny designer welly boots and wielding curiously unscratched
shovels, while tattooed millionaire celebrity chefs were putting ramp nori on $300 tasting menus alongside the
ubiquitous mayonnaise ice cream and soon-to-be endangered species ceviche. National forests had to post
signs stating that harvesting ramps on public land was illegal, and state legislatures had to pass laws protecting
ramps from commercial harvesting. Limiting supply made them hipper and more valuable, and clandestine
digging actually increased as the per pound price skyrocketed. And so the cycle goes until the foodies move on
to the next fad, when the ramp can settle back into comfortable infamy, like an old outlaw.

Meanwhile, back here in sleepy little West Virginia, folks were picking up the complicated process of figuring
out just who we are in this desperately evolving world whirling around us, and the ramp gained
a new-found respect. Because, when you think about i, it really does define West Virginia in a nutshell. It
prospers when wild but refuses to grow when transplanted or purposely cultivated. Some find it's very
existence offensive, but it's that same unique funk that makes it special and rare; it's not just that it refuses to
compromise for polite society, it's that it simply isn't capable of compromise. But above all, it is uniguely ours,
unapologetically Appalachian; you take it as it is, because you can't tame it, you cant domesticate it, you cant
ighore it or hide it, and you definitely won't forget it.

Chef Oblinger’s creations encompass everything from modernist gastronomic ideations of Appalachian classics to deep explorations of the
historic roots of our cuisine. Hill & Hollow Free-Range Kitchen now roams the Mountain State and beyond, popping up at farms, fairs, and
Jestivals, bringing their eclectic and untethered take on Appalachian cuisine to the people. Join us for one of Chef Oblinger’s Appalachian
Cookery Tutorials at the Tervace this season. See wvbg.org for details.

OUR BUSINESS | AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL SERVICES | BRETT CLARK

OLD COLONY COMPANY OF MORGANTOWN

PA RT N E Rs CLEAR MOUNTAIN BANK
THRIVENT FINANCIAL | SCOTT PARSON
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It would be difficult to overstate what our founder,
George W. Longenecker, meant to the WVBG
community and the success of this Garden.

His guidance and friendship will be sorely missed.

GCOI‘gC’S SWCCt Legacy by Nancy Abrams, WVBG Board Member

If youre lucky, you may be familiar with the George W. Longenecker Shade Garden at the WVBG. It's a quiet and
lovely space filled with carefully placed small trees and shrubs, wildflowers and perennials.

Ifyou're really lucky, you were one of George's students, either in a formal setting or an informal one. George taught
landscape architecture at West Virginia University for nearly 40 years. He also spent much of that time as advisor
for the summer landscape architecture internship program at Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater in Mill Run, PA. He
advised many university students from across the US and around the world, not to mention staff members,
volunteers, and visitors alike during his years with the West Virginia Botanic Garden.

If youre the luckiest of all, you may also be familiar with
George's outstanding culinary accomplishment: his English
toffee, a recipe from his father. George shared this delicious
candy with his friends, his students, and colleagues. Dave
Barnett, WVBG Board president, recalls how George's
toffee fueled the early, complicated meetings that birthed
the Garden.

INGREDIENTS:

3 ¢. sugar

¥ b, butter
Pinch of salt
Chocolate chips

1 tbsp. light corn syrup

(helps get everything into solution)
1 CUp NULS (pecan pieces or
blanched slivered almonds)

With sugar, butter, salt & corn syrup in iron skillet - stir
until solution has no grain (i will appear sort of frothylbubbly
before becoming move of a liquid solution).

ENGLISH TOFFEE

George passed away in October 2023. He left quite a
legacy. He was the founder of the WVBG, and the driving
force at the Garden for more than three decades. In
addition to sharing his profound knowledge of landscape
architecture and plants, George was always willing to do
the work—digging, planting, planning. He led by example.

Stir in the cup of huts until solution is turning light brown. Pour
out on buttered marble slab (or other well buttered enameled metal
surface) to cool quickly.

Turn over while warm - before completely set (7 get iz loose).

Spread chocolate chips directly on the toffee while warm - not

Much of George's legacy can be found at the WVBG in its
lovely trails and gardens, the hemlock forest, and the
glorious rhododendron thickets. With care, this beauty will
last forever. We can't guarantee that any batch of his toffee
will last so long. But, like much of what George did, it will
give you great pleasure.

hot (if using white chocolate put it on earlier as it has a higher melting
point than milk chocolare). You may add salted chopped nuts to
topping if desired.

NOTES: The entire process takes about one hour including
clean-up. It takes several more hours for the chocolate to get
solid depending upon the room temperature. The best white
chocolate chips | have found that have cocoa butter are the
Kroger Private Selection brand.
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WEST W VIRGINIA

BOTANIC GARDEN

at Tibbs Run Preserve
714 Venture Drive. PMB 121 . Morgantown, WV 26508

LEAVE YOUR LEGACY

MON RIVER & DECKERS CREEK RAIL-TRAILS

~HEAT LAKE & LAUREL POIN CER FIELDS
MASON-DIXON HISTORICAL PARK
CHESTNUT RIDGE PARK
CAMP MUFFLY PARK

WV BOTANIC GARDEN
M AY WESTOVER PARK
1 4 l h BOPARC

MONONGALIA COUNTY

Parks and Trails Levy

The West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. is incorporated in West Virginia as a tax-exempt, not-for-profir 501(c)(3)
organization. Contributions are deductible 1o the extent allowed by law. West Virginia rvesidents may obtain a
summary of the registration and financial documents for the West Virginia Botanic Garden, Inc. from the Secretary of
State, Stare Capirol, Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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