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Sunflowers are a symbol of summer, of sunshine, of joy. | feel it would
be difficult for anyone to see a field of sunflowers, or even a single
bloom, without feeling a bit of happiness in their hearts. We will be
growing sunflowers of several varieties at the WVBG this summer
and they will also be the theme of our annual Garden Party, taking
place on August 11th.

The common sunflower, or Helianthus annuus, is native to North
America. The root of the scientific name comes from the Greek
language, from helios meaning sun, anthus meaning flower, and
annuus meaning annual. Aside from being beautiful, the sunflower
has served many human purposes throughout history. North
American native peoples ate sunflower seeds and ground them into
flour. Petals were used to make dyes, and the oil from the seeds was
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Sometimes, | love to spend a day in the city enjoying the
vibrance that urban areas have to offer. | also love to escape into the
wilderness for the serene solitude. I'm sure most of you also enjoy
the variety of experiences on this big rock we call earth. That's one
reason that as a nature lover, the WVBG is such a spectacular place
to spend an afternoon. The trail on the dry, south-facing hillside trail
above the parking area transports me back to the farm of my
childhood. The meadows, brimming with a kaleidoscope of
blooming flowers, evoke a sense of wonder as they change with
every passing week. Exploring the wetlands and the tranquil water
of the pond reveals their unique array of plant and animal life. The
secluded enclaves of hemlocks and beeches around Tibbs Run
offer a perfect retreat from the monotony of daily life.

Indeed, variety is the spice of life, and the WVBG epitomizes this
philosophy. As summer approaches, | challenge you to embrace
new experiences at the Garden. Explore a corner you havent visited
in a while, or strike up a conversation with a newfound plant,
salamander, or mushroom acquaintance. Register for a workshop or
guided walk to learn something new. There are new inspirations
around every corner that can elevate your well-being.
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seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder
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of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences. =
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Thanks to these benefactors, we can expand our
educational programming, develop sensory
plantings in the Children's Adventure Garden,
improve the Reservoir Loop Trail, and upgrade
the Garden's main entrance.

GREAT NOSHING & DRINKS AT DUSK FRIDAY

SEPTEMBER 27™
FISH HAWK ACRES 6:00PM at the Terrace

CHEF DALE HAWKINS ss80

LOST CREEK FARM ﬁgTV‘)EmDBAEYR —_—
CHEFS MIKE COSTELLO 6:00PM at the Terrace

+AMY DAWSON SOLD OUT

FirstEnergy SEATING IS LIMITED, RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY! %
Service League of Morgantown -
Recreational Trails Program — West

Virginia Division of nghways For detsculs and rﬁservo‘[io:s vi|5|t wvb'tlg.c;rlg
West Virginia Nursery & pamaaE lpfzfsgiq:?s'::f,t:l;orge

Landscape Association

Stay tuned for a possible pop-up event later in the season!

JULY AUGUST

5 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00'a.m. 23 Morning Yoga in the Garden

7 Move & Flow Dance 2:00 p.m. 24 Young Run

11 Summer Concert Series: Annie Neeley Band 6:30 p.m. 26 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk
14 Gardening for Wildlife 2:00 p.m. 30 Morning Yoga in the Garden
19 Moth Night 8:30 p.m.

21 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m

22 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk 6:00 p.m: SEPTEM BER

6 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m.
AUGUST 8 WYV State Symbols in the.Garden 2:00 p.m.
15 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.

Morning Yoga in the Garden §:00 e 19  Summer Concert Series: Chris Haddox 6:30 p.m.
Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m. Fall Bird Walk 7:30 a.m.

21
Labyrinth Walk 6:00 p.m.

. ; . 22 Mushroom Walk 2:00 p.m.
Mornln.g YOQ‘T" L th.e Garden 200 a:n. 23 Nature as Nurture Forest Walk 5:30 p.m.
Exploring Soil Habitats 10:00 a.m.

: 27 A Season of Good Taste: Great Noshing 6:00 p.m.
Sunflower Serata Garden Party 4:00 p.m. S einks ahhsl

Morning Yoga in the Garden 9:00 a.m.
Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.

Creatures of the Night 8:30 p.m.
Summer Concert Series: Kate MacCleod 6:30 p.m. MEDITATION, COMMUNITY, & SUPPORT

29 Forest Wander & Wonder Walk 4:00 p.m.

EVENING YOGA IN THE GARDEN

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
SUMMER ACTIVITIES | onere:
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How to Make

an Entrance
Written by Phil Cole,

4

Site Director

You only get one chance at a first impression. We care very
much about what impression the visitors of this place have
when they enter and when they leave. What inspired them? Did
the Garden meet their expectations of what they thought they'd
experience? When you arrive at any destination for the first
time, you immediately begin processing thoughts about
the place.

Following the completion of the paving project late last year,
the Botanic Garden shifted its focus to enhancing the main
entry near our new Visitors Center. The Garden's planning
committee pulled together different elements they wanted to
see highlighted in the new entry design. Those elements
included stone work, accentuated beds with bold colors,
textures, and evergreens, along with lighting on the entry sign
and select garden features. An illustration was presented (see
above) and approved.

The entry design consists of a series of circular stone garden
walls that will provide elevated landscapes on both sides of the
entrance. The existing sign will be raised and pushed closer to
Tyrone Road. Yearly rotating annuals will dominate the low front
border along the entry road. The beds within the walls will have
sweeping drifts of warm season grasses like purple
lovegrass, Eragrostis spectabilis, and colorful perennials including
Salvia '‘Caradonna’ and aster. The landscape will be punctuated



Desz'gn IS an_opportunity to
continue telling the story, not
Just to sum everything up.

~ Tate Linden

with boulders and unique conifers, including the regionally named
Canaan Fir or West Virginia Balsam, Abies balsamea var. phanerolepis, a true
native tree to West Virginia. The tree, which will be donated by Jim and
Laura Rockis of Morgantown, will be the focal point directly next to the
re-positioned entry sign. Originally found in the Canaan Valley, these
special Firs have an interesting history and are becoming more popular
in the Christmas tree trade considering their tidy appearance and adapt
ability to a wide range of soils and environments.
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We presented our plans and budget to the West Virginia Nursery and
Landscaping Association (WVNLA) who, in turn, graciously provided all
the funding for the project. WVNLA, based in Charleston, WV has
funded several needs at WVBG including garden spaces, supplemental
salaries and our Service Building. The organization provides a numberof
services supporting nursery and landscaping trades in the state— and
we thank them for their continued support.

WVBG chose Nick Jones of All In One Landscapes as the contractor to
build the stone walls. A majority of the planting and lighting for the
project are scheduled to be installed this fall.

The main garden area in the basin will continue to evolve, and
dramatic changes will take place over the coming decades. By
anchoring the visitor experience with a bold first impression the rest West Virginia balsam fir in Canaan Valley.
becomes additive. It's fitting that one of our oldest and most-valued

partners has seen fit to help the WVBG improve its curb appeal.
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1he sourwood...is
like the canary in the
coal mine, the
leading indicator in
this case, of the
opening salvo of the
autumnal turning of

the leaves.

~fairegarden

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OF

MONONGALIA

COUNTY VOTERS
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Species Spotlight:
Sourwood, Oxydendrum arboreum

Written by Dave Barnett, WVBG President & Jon Weems, Guest Contributor

The West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve has thousands of
sourwood trees. Especially conspicuous are the many stunted sourwoods
growing in the clay soil of the old reservoir basin, but larger sourwoods are
scattered throughout the forest beyond. Sourwood, also known as
lily-of-the-valley tree, sorrel tree, and sour gum, is a small to medium,
slow-growing tree, usually pyramidal in shape with an irregular, gray to
black trunk and somewhat drooping branches. Its simple leaves are
alternately arranged on the twigs, oblong and pointed in shape, and
usually 3-8" in length. In the summer they are pale to medium green.
Hikers sometimes chew sourwood leaves to reduce the intensity of thirst.
Sourwood puts on a show in late summer to early autumn as the foliage
turns pale red to gorgeous, brilliant, almost flaming crimson.

THANKYOU FOR VOTING ‘YES' ON THE
MON COUNTY PARKS & TRAILS LEVY!



The largest sourwood known in West Virginia stands 9o feet tall
in Wood County. Sourwood may be found from southernmost
ILlinois, Indiana, and Ohio and southwestern Pennsylvania to the
coast of Virginia, southward through the Appalachian region,
and in coastal areas from western Florida to Louisiana.
Sourwood belongs to the Ericaceae (Heath) family. Some other
members of this family are rhododendrons, blueberries, and
mountain laurel. All of these grow best on acidic, well-drained
soil rich in humus.

Seldom large and sometimes crooked, sourwood is not an
important timber tree. Its heavy, hard wood has been used as
tool handles and fuel. Most of the economic value of wild
sourwood lies not in its wood, but in the prized honey made
from its nectar. After the serviceberries, redbuds, and
dogwoods have displayed their spring glory, sourwoods bloom
in June and July, their branches tipped with loose bouquets of
fragrant, urn-shaped, white blooms that are reminiscent of
lilies-of-the-valley. Among these pretty flowers bees may be
found busily gathering nectar (and pollinating flowers).
Sourwood honey, tangy, heavy-bodied, medium in color, and
slow to crystalize, is sold at a premium.

A lovely tree in the wild, sourwood also makes an excellent
specimen tree in the home landscape. The summer flowers, the
fine fall color, and the fruiting structures that may persist well
into winter all add visual interest. Especially when grouped with
spring-flowering trees such as dogwood, sourwood can be a
key part of a landscape design with four-season appeal.
Sourwood may not be in stock at every garden center because
it has a reputation for being difficult to transplant and establish,
but with the right soil and modern nursery techniques, it is
reasonable to expect success. The homeowner with a
well-established sourwood is very glad to have such a beautiful
tree to enjoy through the seasons and years.

Dave Barnett is president of the WVBG as well as chair of the City
of Morgantown Tree Board. He has been involved in the management
of the WVBG landscape for many years, including helping with
removal of trees that may be a safety risk. Jon Weems is the former
Arboretum Specialist for the WVU Core Arboretum and a member of
the City of Morgantown Tree Board. He has also led tree walks ar the
WVBG for many years.

Sourwood in bloom (top right). Sourwood along the Pixie Cup Trail
in the reservoir basin (right center). Sourwood displaying fruit with
full autumn color (bottom right).



















