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Celebrating 25 Years of
Growth: A Silver Milestone
for the WV Botanic Garden

Written by Philip Smith, Executive Director

Twenty-five years ago, the seeds of the West Virginia Botanic Garden
(WVBG) were planted with a vision to create a sanctuary of beauty,
education, and community in the heart of our state. Today, we cele-
brate not only the Garden's remarkable journey but also the people
who have nurtured it into a cherished destination for visitors from
near and far.

Looking Back on 25 Years of Growth

When the WVBG was first imagined, the grounds were little more
than an abandoned reservoir site with untapped potential. Thanks to
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From the Preserve
by Philip Smith, Executive Director

As we celebrate the 25th year of the West Virginia Botanic
Garden, I'm reflecting on what makes this place so special.
Vision, volunteerism, and support from donors and grants
have been the driving forces behind our success.
Remarkably, these elements fuel one another, creating a
cycle of growth and progress.

When volunteers see new features and programs, they feel
proud to be part of something meaningful. Each completed
project sharpens our vision for the future and inspires new
goals. As momentum grows, donors trust that their
contributions are making a tangible impact.

'm reminded of Jim Collins' flywheel concept from Good to
Great—success doesnt come from one big breakthrough,
but from many consistent efforts that build unstoppable
momentum. Like a heavy flywheel, it takes time to get things
moving, but once it's turning, it's hard to slow down.

Together, we've built a foundation of vision, hard work, and
trust that will propel us forward. I'm excited to see how these
forces come together to expand our living collections and
elevate our mission as West Virginia's public garden.
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OUR MISSION | 7he West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder

of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.




Here We GROW

This season, we received additional funding for the
recently completed parking loop improvements,

programming, staff training, and conservation efforts,

Anyone planning to attend a Terrace event in high A SEASON
heels will be excited to hear that we will soon be

installing pavers in the Celebration Garden. OF GOOD

Another boost to the visitor experience may be one

you won't immediately notice (at least that's the TASTE

idea). Our site crew will be operating a little more

rhootved for an et utiy vericia 0o DININER SERIES

Join us for old favorites

or new events — including a
Shakespearean dinner theater
performance in April!

\X/ITH HELP FROM

Chmgos Foundatlon
EQT Foundation

— For more details visit wvbg.org.
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust

WYV State Legislature -
WV Tourism Works Seating is limited, E: iFéEI
== reserve your tickets today! FIEI[I’:;:%
Tk

MARCH

Starting Seeds: Germination Workshop 2:00 p.m. Friday Family Walk + Craft 10:00 a.m.
5 Nature + Yoga: the Five Element —Space/Ether 6:00 pm. 8 Flower Pounding Art;‘Cardmaking 6:00 p.m.
7 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m. 16 ;  Nature as Nurtture ' Walk 6:00 p.m.
8 Rock Painting for Kids 10:00a.m. 17 Woodland Amphibian Walk 10:00 a.m.
15 - Acrylic Painting: Landscape in Three Colors 10:00 a.m: 18 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.
22 Nature Writing Workshop 2:00 p:m. 18 " -Young-Gardeners-Workshop: Vegetables 2:00 p-m.
23 Gene-ius Insights: Diversity, Health, & Disease 7 2:00-p.m. 19 Lessons in Little-and Not So-Littlé Things 6:00 p.m.
28 Woodcock Walk 7.00 p.m. 20 Finders,'SeekersilLearn to Geocache 6:00 p.m.
29 Acryilic Painting:/Skyscape in Three Colors 2.00 p.m. 22 FieldiJournaling Workshop 6:00 p:m.

APRIL JUNE

4 Friday Family Walk + Craft 10:00 a.m. Friday Family:Walk + Craft 10°00.a.m.
5 Wetlands & Their Amphibian Wonders 10.00 am. 7 Young Birders Walk 10:00 a.m.
6 Seeing the Light: Vision & Nature's Palette 2:00.p.m.  \ 15" % Summer Concert Series: Weary. Space Wanderer  6:30 p.m.
12 Growing Up Wild: Wee Wildlife Walk 10:00a.m. " 144 . Young Gardeners Workshop: Flowers 10:00 a.m.

13 :Drum<Circle 4.00'p.m.- ¥ g [ FDrlm Cifele 4:00 p.m.

14 . Deer Resistant Gardening 6:00 pm. 55 ' WV Foodways: How Food Shapes Settlement 4:00 p.m.
26 Earthbox Gardening Workshop i 24 Nature as Nurture Walk 6:00 p.mx

27  Grow Your'Knowledge: Native Plants 2:00 P-M~ - 59 All About Berries

Meditation, Community, & Sug
P— RECU RRING Sundays @ the Education Center

A PROGRAMS Yoga in the Garden

Wednesdays in May & June @ the Educati

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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From Reservoir to Refuge:
The Storied History of the
Tibbs Run Property

Imagine a time when the heart of the West Virginia Botanic Garden
wasnt filled with lush gardens and winding trails but with 50 million
gallons of water. The site we now know as a haven for nature lovers
once served a very different purpose: providing drinking water to the
residents of Morgantown. This transformation from utilitarian
reservoir to vibrant botanical garden is a tale of resilience,
reinvention, and a bit of serendipity.

The story begins in the 1910s, when the Tibbs Run Reservoir was
constructed to meet the growing water needs of the Morgantown
community. Nestled in a wooded hollow, the reservoir's serene
surface mirrored the surrounding hillsides, providing not only water
but also a scenic retreat for local residents. For decades, it quietly
served its purpose, an unassuming but essential part of daily life.

Over time, however, progress had rendered the reservoir obsolete. A
new water treatment system and a larger reservoir were built to
accommodate the city's expanding population, and the Tibbs Run
site was decommissioned. Left to its own devices, the area began to
change. The dam stood as a silent sentinel, while nature slowly
reclaimed the reservoir basin. Over time, a unique ecosystem
emerged, with wetland plants and wildlife taking up residence in
what had once been an engineered water source.



In the 1990s, a visionary group of local citizens saw the potential in this abandoned space.
They dreamed of creating a botanic garden that would not only celebrate the region's natural
beauty but also serve as a place for education, conservation, and community connection. It
was no small task. The site needed extensive restoration, and the vision required significant
funding and support. But the dream took root, and in 2000, the West Virginia Botanic Garden
was officially established.

Walking through the Garden today;, it's hard to imagine its industrial beginnings. The former
reservoir basin is how a thriving wetland, teeming with native plants and wildlife. The trails
that crisscross the property offer glimpses of both the Garden's natural beauty and its history,
with remnants of the old dam and spillway still visible to those who know where to look. These
features serve as reminders of the site's journey—from a practical reservoir to a place of
inspiration and refuge.

The transformation of the Tibbs Run Reservoir into the West Virginia Botanic Garden is more
than just a story of physical change. It's a testament to the power of vision and community.
What was once a forgotten piece of infrastructure has become a cherished resource, offering
education, recreation, and a deeper connection to the natural world. As the Garden celebrates
its 25th anniversary, it also honors the legacy of the reservoir and the people who saw
its potential.

So the next time you visit the Garden, take a moment to reflect on its past. Stand by the
wetland, listen to the rustle of leaves, and imagine the water that once filled this space. In its
quiet way, the reservoir's story reminds us that every place has the potential to grow into
something extraordinary—with a little vision and a lot of care.

Learn more details about the history of the Tibbs Run Reservoir through our interpretive signage on your next walk around
the Garden. Have you seen them all? Dont miss part of the story in the Eclectic Garden, near the Tyrone Road entrance.

To the MANY grantors, ever-growing number of members, ™
business partners, event sponsors, and other donor&,&
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WE ARE THANKFUL FOR—THESHEMIEF_!L.

Orchids: An Obsession Evolved

Written by Josh Hamrick, Guest Contributor

| grew up in the deep woods of Webster County during the '9os, obsessed with
dinosaurs and Jurassic Park, rattling off their complex scientific names while
playing with the JP-branded action figures on the mossy banks of the small
creek running beside my family home. | explored the “reclaimed” mountain
removal site above our house like | was Alan Grant, finding fossils of mollusks,
ferns, and ancient tree-sized club mosses. Naturally, my fascination with
dinosaurs morphed into one for plants. | spent summers daydreaming under a
forested canopy, imagining what this landscape looked like in the muggy.
tropical Carboniferous - the period in which our state's iconic coal deposits
were laid.

Along my treks into the hardwood, Id encounter an occasional orchid — small
and mysterious. The first orchid | learned while senging (digging ginseng to sell)
had two common names that my dad and grandfather used interchangeably:
puttyroot or Adam and Eve. With a singular, pleated leaf jutting up from the
autumn leaf litter, puttyroot (Aplectrum hyemale) reminded me of a mobster in a
pressed pinstripe suit. (Photo 1) | grew quite accustomed to seeing the
signature foliage during fall and winter forays into the woods, but never a flower.
Aren't orchids known for their flowers? | thought. Reading through field
guidebooks my mom collected for me when frequenting yard sales, | began to
understand this plant's counter-intuitive lifestyle. Unlike most plants found in
our region, which spend the warm summers growing and cold winters dormant,
puttyroot seizes the opportunity winter brings: a leafless forest canopy. When
the cool temperatures of autumn set the hills ablaze, one can find puttyroot just
starting to unfurl that year's solar panel. Visit the same plant in spring when the
trilliums and trout lilies are in full bloom, and you'll find this orchid looks a bit
worn down. Come back in the height of summer when the air is abuzz with
pollinators and you may spot a leafless flowering spike. As with all orchids, the
keys to spotting a flower are patience, knowledge, and a little luck.

_'[HANK¥OU FOR VOTING ‘YES' ON 'FHE
MON COUNTY PARKS & TRAILS- LEW'— —





















