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Rooted in Volunteers

Written by Sarah Smith-Paugh, Volunteer Coordinator

Just twenty-five years ago, the old Tibbs Run Reservoir property was
a landscape that had great potential, and a few special people had a
vision to transform it into a major state asset. Many volunteers were
required to bring that ambitious vision to light - which they have
done with great success. If you take a walk around the Garden today,
you will feel that sense of collaborative spirit all around you. Without
dedicated volunteers acting on a shared vision, the West Virginia
Botanic Garden (WVBG) would not be where it is today.

The WVBG has been ‘rooted' in volunteerism from its inception. From
clearing trails, building walkways and footbridges, maintaining the
garden beds, hosting educational programs for our community, and
even administrative operations — volunteers are and have been our
lifeblood. The variety of volunteer opportunities provides something
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
f From the Preserve

Philip Smith, Executive Director i by Philip Smith, Executive Director
Victoria Cather, President :

Andy Horton, Vice President
Beth Gross, Secretary

Dave Barnett, Treasurer Some regular attendees to WVBG events have given me the
Nancy Abrams moniker of ‘Music Man! We have amazing volunteers who
Amy Armentrout create art with cut flowers and décor, armchair sommeliers
Hannah Booth who choose great wine, and captivating conversationalists. |
Rod Brundage feel like my niche has often been to choose house music that
Danin Cather fits the occasion. Examples include spooky mid-century
songs wafting from the Terrace outdoor speakers for the

Gregg Cave . . .
Lynn Cayton Halloween lantern pop-up, old-time banjo and fiddle music
Greg Dahle for Appalachian dinners, and playful songs for our Nature

- Nuts YouTube videos. The atmosphere is better with just the
Lyn Dotson

right sound.
Shawn Grushecky
Jennifer Henderson In 2021, the pavilion on the Event Lawn was completed, and
Jan Mitchell naturally, the first thing | wanted to do was kick off a summer
Elizabeth Taylor concert series. | love music and how it can transform a mood.
Sally Taylor Unfortunately, the series must compete with the weather and
Betsy Raynes, ex-officio numerous other live music draws across Mon County, but I'm
Zach Fowler, ex-officio so grateful for the support of everyone who comes to enjoy
Jennifer Selin, ex-officio these performances of local music artistry. After all, what
- better setting could there be but at the WVBG? Make plans
LIFE DIRECTOR now to picnic on the Event Lawn for one of this year's shows
and bring your dancing shoes. Get more from your Garden!

Frank Scafella

GET YOUR (Q
= SUMMER
7 CONCERT
SERIES

tickets today!

o

OUR MISSION | 7he West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder

of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.
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Here We GROW

2025

A SEASON
OF GOOD TASTE

Upgrades to the Celebration Garden were recently
completed with the addition of several viburnums,
bottlebrush buckeyes, and pines that will continue to
make it an even more lush and intimate setting for
events in the upcoming years.

Improvements to the future administrative building
will continue in the upcoming months, a new rain
barrel has been installed at the Visitors Center, and
the education department acquired a movable
raised garden bed to enhance hands-on learning in
both workshops and our summer nature camps.

SAVOR THE GARDEN:

Wine & Walk

Experience the beauty of autumn in the
Garden paired with the flavors of fine wine
and enchanting live music.

WITH HELP FROM

Antero Foundation

Engineers Without Borders | WVU Chapter
Service League of Morgantown

Monongalia County Commission

OfE0)

Tickets are limited,
reserve yours today!
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JULY AUGUST

3 Watercolor with Alex Gaujot 6:00 p.m. 21 Summer Concert Series: Chris Haddox 6:30 p.m.
11 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m. 23 Pressed Flower Art 2:00 p.m.
12 Essays on Appalachia with Author Sheila McEntee  4:00 p.m. 24 Morning Yoga in the Garden 8:30 a.m.
12 Flirting with Light: The Secret Signals of Fireflies 8:00 p.m. 30 Young Gardeners Workshop: Saving Seeds 10:00 a.m.
17 Summer Concert Series: Josie Martin 6:30 p.m. 31 Morning Yoga in the Garden 8:30 a.m.
18 Moth Night 8:00 p.m. 31  Young Birders Walk 10:00 a.m.
20 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.

21 Lessons in Little and Not So Little Things 6:00 p.m.

26  Young Gardeners Workshop: Herbs 10oam.  SEPTEMBER

AU G U ST K] Charcoal/Pastel Sketching with Alex Gaujot 6:00 p.m.

4 Summer Concert Series: Ruby-Mountain Soul 6:30 p.m.

1 Friday Family Walk + Craft 10:00 a.m. 5 Friday Family Walk & Craft 10:00 a.m.
3 Morning Yoga in the Garden 8:30 a.m. 6 Terrific Turtle Walk 10:00 a.m.
7 Acrylic Painting with Alex Gaujot 6:00 p.m. 14 Mushroom Walk 2:00 p.m.
e] Bees, Blossoms, Butterflies, and Blooms 10:00 a.m. 20 The Geologic History of West Virginia 10:00 a.m.
10 Morning Yoga in the Garden 8:30 a.m. 21 Gene-ius Insights: Diversity, Health, & Disease 2:00 p.m.
16 Garden Party: Silver Splendor 4:30 p.m. 21 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.
17 Morning Yoga in the Garden 8:30 a.m. 27  Onthe Move: Secrets of Animal Migration 10:00 a.m.
iy Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.

SPRING ACTIVITIES

RECURRING

Wednesdays @6 p.m. |-

PROGRAMS

AT THE EDUCATION CENTER

Evening Yoga in the Garden

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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Snowballs and Surprises:
The Vibrant World of
Viburnum at the WVBG

Written by Dave Davis, Guest Contributor

We've got Sargent, Mohican and Mohawk, Allegheny, possumhaw and mapleleaf,
doublefile, Judd, Prague and Koreanspice, wayfaringtree, and snowballs both large
and small!

What do we have? More than a dozen Viburnum cultivars, members of the family
Adoxaceae, commonly known as the moschatel family. There are about 150-175
species of viburnum, some native to North America, South, and Central America,
and many originating from Asia. Viburnum share this family with elderberry.

What do all these viburnum have in common? They all are medium-to-large-sized
shrubs and tend to have clusters of four or five petal florets, that are mostly white,
although some are pink. They all produce small berries that birds love, often in
colors of red, pink, or blue. Some species are evergreen like the leatherleaf (V]
rhytidophyllum), but others are not. Almost all have great fall foliage to bring color
to your garden. Leaf shape is variable.

The Chinese snowball viburnum (V. macrocephalum) have the largest blooms, and can
be found below the Education Center (blooming from the end of April into May).
The WVBG has three of these mature beauties, and each has a multitude of large,
white globe-like blooms the size of grapefruits. This planting shows how
viburnum, while a bit shade tolerant, often flourish in sunnier locations.

Our Japanese snowball viburnum (V. plicarum) is also a late spring bloomer, and can
be found off the lower parking area alongside a pair of doublefile viburnums (V.
plicatum f. tomentosum). The small snowball viburnum blooms are about the size of an




orange while the doublefile blooms form an array of small white blooms, positioned side by side down the
branch. Doublefile is a favorite of mine and is best planted in a group to show-off the rays of flowers.

Another favorite are the possumhaw viburnums (Viburnum nudum 'Bulk’) that can be found behind the outdoor
stairs at the Education Center. These viburnum not only have lovely flowers and foliage, but the fruit includes
all colors from pink to blue, and butterflies like the bloom:s.

New to the WVBG are the Sargent viburnum (V. sargentii) located at the Visitors Center. These are found in front
of the building. They have lovely foliage and the same great fruit as the possumhaw variety. Also new to the
WVBG are the Judd (V. Juddii ) and Alleghany (V. X rhytidophylloides 'Alleghany’) viburnum that can be found around
The Terrace event center parking lot.

You can see that the WVBG is committed to this group of shrubs. Native viburnum are having a moment of
publicity as they are highly recommended over non-natives for pollinator gardens and shrub choices. When
you consider what would be a good flowering spring shrub for your garden, consider natives like the arrowwood
(1. dentatum) or nannyberry viburnum (V. lentago) but | would forgive you if you choose a doublefile or any other that
the WVBG has in its collection.

Dave Davis, Ph.D. is the W1VBG's former gardener. He
is an enthusiastic volunteer and anthors the monthly What's
Blooming at the WV BG’ column for the Dominion Post.

Judd Viburnum just beginning to bloom, doublefile viburnum
in full bloom near the lower parking lot, Chinese snowball,
Japanese snowball, and oakleaf varieties in bloom (opposite,
clockwise from top left). Blackhaw viburnum near the lower
parking lot (above left). Alleghany viburnum in the Yagle
Garden (above right). Possumbaw viburnum in fruit (right)
next to the Education Center stairs.




Barred Owls of the Garden

by Katie Fallon, Guest Contributor

In- midwinter, when many animals in Appalachia are tucked into dens or buried in the silt at the bottom of
streams, our native owl species prepare to nest. The great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) is first; males begin
establishing territories in autumn, and by January, a pair may have eggs or young in their nest. The much
smaller Eastern screech-owl (Megascops asio) lays eggs in late winter or early spring, typically in a hollow shag
or human-made nest box. Another cavity-nesting owl—the barred owl (Strix varia)—is a year-round resident
of West Virginia, laying eggs in March or April.

Although all three of these owl species can be found in the Botanic Garden (along with possibly a fourth
species, the Northern saw-whet owl, Aegolius acadicus), the barred owl is most likely to be seen, often in the
vicinity of the Barred Owl Trail and the Fairy Garden. An opportunistic and generalist predator, a barred owl
swoops down on silent wings and catches prey in their talons. Barred owls hunt an extremely wide variety of
small animals, including insects, crayfish, snakes, frogs, rodents, bats, squirrels, songbirds, and even other
owls!'In West Virginia, barred owls prefer to live and nest in evergreen and mixed deciduous forests, where
their location can be concealed. Barred owl territories are often located near water or swampy areas, and the
habitat in the Botanic Garden is perfect for them. Barred owls are most active at night, but they can
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Who Cooks for Yous Who

Cooks for Y all?’

~ call of the barred owl

sometimes be observed roosting during the day. As you exit the wetland boardwalk at the ==
Garden and enter the woods, start looking up; a barred owl may be roosting above you,
typically twenty feet or higher in a tree, usually against the trunk.

Another opportunity to see barred owls is during the annual Owls of the Garden

presentation and walk, which usually takes place in December or January, and is offered in

partnership with the Garden, Mountaineer Audubon, and the Avian Conservation Center of =
Appalachia. We offer the walk in winter, when many owl species are setting up their

territories, but before they are on their nests. During this time of year, owls are most likely to

respond to a recording of an owl hooting near their territory, and one sometimes swoops

closer to the group to get a closer look, which often allows the group to catch a glimpse of

a barred owl, too. (We should note that it's important to use recordings of owls sparingly, and

only during the owl walk, so we don't stress out the owls too much.) Dates for upcoming owl

walks will be posted sometime in the fall—check the Garden's website for details.

Katie Fallon is the Executive Director of the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia. She visits the
WVBG often with her family and to participate in educational programs with bird ambassadors!
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