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A fresh new flavor has arrived at the Visitors Center with the opening
of Cafe Rose at the Garden, a grab-and-go cafe created through a
collaboration between Cafée Rose and the nonprofit West Virginia
Botanic Garden.
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TWILIGHT WALTZ

Cafeé Rosé, a locally owned business operated by restaurateur Anna _PUTTING THE GARDEN
Carrier, is well known for its Suncrest location in Morgantown. This - TO BED

new location expands the Cafés reach to the Cheat Lake area, I

offering a convenient and welcoming spot for refreshments during a FOREST FUNGAL

Garden visit.
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Orders are placed at a service window on the back covered patio—
or veranda—of the Visitors Center. The shaded seating area invites
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From the Preserve
by Philip Smith, Executive Director

Each year, our site team made up of staff and volunteers add
hundreds and sometimes thousands of new plants. This year,
irrigation and new plants were introduced to the Celebration
Garden, a great deal of new gardening happened in the
Butterfly Garden, and work is currently underway for
improvements to the George W. Longenecker Shade Garden.
But this is just the tip of the iceberg!

With the updated plan for central gardens (see Spring 2025
issue) our momentum is strong and all of us who love the
WVBG can sense a new season of growth is looming. Phase
one of central garden implementation will begin next year,
and your patience is coveted as we make a bit of a mess
below the main parking area for this work. Additional phases
feel so close as well. If you or your business have interest in
establishing a powerful and lasting legacy, please contact
me about naming opportunities or other ways you can help.
These new landscapes are the priority next step in advancing
the Garden's mission and creating impressive spaces of
wonder, conservation, education, and well-being that are
accessible to everyone.

OUR MISSION | 7he West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspiration, and well-being through the beauty and wonder

of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enviching experiences.




Here We GROW

This summer's grant awards will kick off the
first phase of the Central Gardens Master Plan,
helps connect the Garden's mission with West
Virginia youth, and to jump start plans for a
2026 exhibition. One award provide
scholarships for students, pays for supplies,
and supports education staff time. Also, the
Fall Children's Festival is fully supported. Next
year, watch for work to begin on garden
spaces below the main parking area and for
announcements regarding an exhibition in the
Garden showcasing one of Monongalia
County's most historically famous artists.

WITH HELP FROM

BHE GT&S
EQT Foundation
Kiwanis Foundation
of Morgantown WV
Organizational Arts Grant

OCTOBER

5 Fall Children's Festival 1:30 p.m.
7 Creatures of the Night 7:00 p.m.
10 ‘Friday Family.Walk and Craft 10:00 a.m.
11 - Seeing the Light: Exploring Vision. & Nature ' 12:00 p:m.
12  Drum-Circle y ; 2:00 p.m.
12 Invasive Pests: Spotted Lanternfly 4:00 p.m.
and Box Tree Moth
18”7 I Still Know The Way tothe 6:00 p.m:
Fairy Garden: Poetry Reading

19 A Season of Good TasteiWine and Walk 3:00 p.m.
20 Winter Garden Prep: Balancing Ecology & Ease - 6:00 p.m.
26 Fall Tree Walk 2:00 p.m.
28 - Howl-o-ween: Doggie Trick or Treat 400 p.m.
NOVEMBER

7 Friday Family Walk and Craft 10:00 a.m.
8 Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in the Garden 2/00 pm.
15 . Wonderful Woodpecker Walk 10:00 a.m.
16 A Season-of Good Taste: Lost Creek Farm 6:00 p.m.
22 Nature in' Winter 10:00:a.m.
23 Young Birders Walk 10:00 a-m.

FALL/ WINTER ACTIVITIES |

DECEMBER

FIND GIFTS AS SPECIAL
AS THE PEOPLE ON YOUR LIST

SHOP. SMILE.
SUPPORT THE GARDEN.

Find unique, nature-inspired gifts at
the WVBG Gift Shop,
or give the gift of membership!

Open
Thursday-Sunday
11am. — 6 p.m.

NOW THROUGH CHRISTMAS

5 Family Fridays: Storytime & Craft 10.00 a .
6 Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in.the Garden 2:00 p.m.
13 ./ Animal Tracking : 2100 pim.
20" Holiday Orhaments Workshop 2:00 p.m.
JANUARY

9 Family Fridays: Storytime & Craft 10:00 am.
o) Nature's Solace: WinterYoga'in the Garden 2:00 p.m.
10 Owls in the Garden 5:30 p.m.
17 Exploring Evergreens Walk 2:00 p.m.
FEBRUARY

6 Family Fridays: Storytime & Craft 10:00 a.m.
7 George W. Longenecker Symposium TBA
14 Great Backyard Bird Count 10:00 a.m.
14 Nature Valentines 2:00 p.m.
21 Nature's Solace: Winter-Yoga in the Garden 2:00 p.m.
23~ Beyond the Basics: Advanced Bonsai 6:00 p.m.

Meditation, Communit
10:00 a.m. @ the Education Cen
October 12 — December 21 & January 4th -

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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Written by Andrea (Andy) Horton, WVBG Vice-President

A hot August afternoon. The sounds of jazz floating through the air. The
Terrace at Tibbs Run gleaming in silver. Aromas of gourmet cuisine
drifting from the kitchen. Sparkling champagne filling commemorative
glasses in the Celebration Garden. A couple hundred silver-clad
Garden supporters mingling across the decks.

Yes—it could only be the annual Garden Party Fundraiser!

The 2025 celebration marked a milestone: the 25th anniversary of the
West Virginia Botanic Garden. This year's theme, “Silver Splendor: 25
Years of Growth, Beauty, and Community,” perfectly captured the spirit
of the occasion. Held on August 16, this 14th annual Garden Party
fundraiser was a tribute not only to the Garden's silver anniversary but
also to the remarkable journey since it first took root at the Tibbs
Run Reservoir.

Thanks to the leadership of WVBG Board President Victoria Cather,
Executive Director Philip Smith, and Executive Assistant Cheryl
Carnegie—alongside an incredible team of volunteers and staff—the
event continues to grow in scale and success. With an estimated net of
$60,000 (final tally pending), the 2025 party was a record-breaking
show of community support for the Garden's mission. A heartfelt thanks
goes out to this year's 40 event sponsors and 85 generous donors
whose support helped push the fundraiser to new heights. These vital
funds help sustain the Gardens operations, including staffing,
maintenance, and ongoing programs.



1t cu Lmary 1
expenence crafted by Chefs Jon Dower and Dan
McCawley, featuring charcuterie boards, Black
Angus filet mignon. Chicken Saltimbocca, lobster
mac-and-cheese and \X/agyu beef appetizers

On the deck, Cap's Jazz Trio—led by beloved
local band director Mark Cappelini—kept the
atmosphere lively. Floral artlst Jason Savag)

OUR EVENT SPONSORS

Dave & Cathy Samuel

ORCHID
CARDINAL FLOWER

Michael & Linda Bagby

Rod & Kathy Brundage

"VIRTUS

WEALTH SOLUTIONS

OLD COLONY,
w REALTORS

Trusted Experts. Everyday Everywhere:

ELDERBERRY

oward
annas

Premier Properties

By Barbara Alexander
Barbara Alexander, Broker

Victoria & Carl Cather
Jan Mitchell & Doug Maatman
Gardens at Cheshire | John McGinnis

~Blind
COMPASS o7

REALTY GROUP

wlzard

ﬁ Custom Blinds and Shutters ™

WesBanco

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
HOMESERVICES
@ Moses Toyota  TOUCHDOWN
of Morgantown HOME PROS REALTY
Lindsay Williams, Kristen Schoenberger
Nancy Abrams Bill & Emilie Johnson

Steve & Sherre Baker
Susan Capelle
Glenna Cather
Sharon Chapman
Lyn & Susan Dotson
Beth & Jason Gross
Shawn Grushecky & Jennifer Bell
Jen & Steve Henderson

Andrea & Fred Horton |
John & Edie Jett

Joe Marie Pitrolo

Jim & Cydney Romito
Patricia Watson

Lisa Bridges Design
Mona Supply Co. Inc.

WVIC

fj*‘%&fﬁ

CHEAT LAKE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

ClearMourEIni QUARTER PINE

TREEFARM
‘:A‘_
i

EVENT COMMITTEE Victoria Cather & Andy Horton (co-chairs)
Amy Armentrout, Linda Bagby, Dave Barnett, Hannah Booth,
Lisa Bridges, Cheryl Carnegie, Danin Cather, Lynn Cayton,
Beth Gross, Jan Mitchell, Elizabeth Taylor & Sally Taylor




The Timberdoodle’s Twilight Waltz:
A Celebration of the American Woodcock

Written by Lejay Graffious, Guest Contributror

Each spring, as the sun dips below the horizon and the forest hushes into dusk, a curious bird takes center stage
in one of nature's most enchanting performances. The American Woodcock—affectionately known as the
timberdoodle—is a plump, short-legged bird with a long, flexible billand eyes set so far back on its head that it
has a 360" dome of vision. This quirky physiology isn't just for show—it's perfectly adapted for its underground
hunting style. The woodcock probes moist soil for earthworms, first using its keen sense of smell to locate prey,
then employing the sensitive tip of its bill to detect movement underground. It even has a unique
muscle-and-bone arrangement that lets it open just the tip of its bill while it's buried in the ground. Talk
about specialized!

The woodcock’s charm lies not only in its quirky appearance, but in the ever-changing habitats it depends on.
Rather than favoring specific plants, woodcock seek habitat with a three-tier structure—forests for daytime
roosting, dense shrubs over moist soil for foraging, forest openings for displays and nighttime rest. The West
Virginia Botanic Garden's stands of alder offer ideal feeding areas, while the open areas become the seasonal
stage for their courtship ritual. Shifting with weather, light, and activity, the Garden's diverse mosaic remains a
vital sanctuary for this elusive bird.
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In our area, starting in February and continuing into May, male woodcocks arrive at their
singing grounds—often the very areas we walk through. As twilight settles, they begin their
‘peent” calls from the ground, a nasal buzz repeated every few seconds. Then, without
warning, the males launches skyward in a spiraling ascent, wings whistling with a musical
twitter thank to specially shaped feathers. At the peak of his flight, he tumbles back to earth
in a zigzagging descent, chirping and warbling as he goes. He lands—often in the exact spot
he took off from—and resumes his peenting, hoping to impress a nearby femaile. It's a dance
that Aldo Leopold famously called “a refutation of the theory that the utility of a game bird is
to serve as a target.”

Recent research has added fascinating layers to our understanding of these birds. The
Eastern Woodcock Migration Research Cooperative, in partnership with the University of
Maine and local collaborators, has been tracking woodcock movements using GPS
transmitters. The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources completed a three-year study
to better understand woodcock distribution and habitat use. In Monongalia County, birds
were tagged with federal bands and satellite transmitters at Snake Hill and Little Indian Creek
Wildlife Managment Areas. Birds are monitored to identify critical areas in West Virginia, in
migration and on winter grounds for conservation and management. The data will help guide
habitat restoration efforts—not just for the woodcock, but for other species that share their
young forest homes.

So next time you join us for the spring bird walk, bring your binoculars and a sense of wonder.
As the timberdoodle twirls through the twilight, you'll be witnessing not just a courtship, but
a story of adaptation, resilience, and the quiet magic of our Appalachian woods.

Lefay Graffious is a professional educator with 36 years' experience. A lifelong naturalist, LeJay holds a Master Naturalist
certification and is a certified Master Bander oversecing three stations: the Allegheny Front Migration Observatory, the
Canaan Valley NWR Northern Saw-whet Owl praject, and the Old Hemlock Bird Observatory. He volunteered with the
Eastern American Woodcock Cooperative, led the Mountaineer Audubon Chapters Christmas Bird Count for over 30 years,
presided over the Brooks Bird Club, and conducted USGS breeding-bird surveys. He also leads bivd walks, presents educational
programs, and—as a trustee and administrator of the Old Hemlock Foundation—manages the literary estate of authors
George Bird and Kay Evans.

A Night tOIRemember 7(continfu€dﬁ'am page 5)

A standout feature this year came courtesy of Spencer and Kuehn Fine Jewelry Studio,
who offered guests exclusive sterling silver and green-beaded permanent bracelets.
These elegant keepsakes were inspired by the Gardens natural beauty and reflected
the evening's sparkling theme. .

Among the attendees were Garden supporters who've been involved since the very
beginning, including Caryol Longenecker (widow of founding visionary George
Longenecker), Edie and John Jett, and Brad and Bearce. Notably, Edie Jett and
Brad Bearce signed the Garden's original article ncorporation in 1983—17 years
before the Tibbs Run location became its home. As the night came to a close, one thing
was clear: the spirit of growth, beauty, and community that msplred the founding of the
WVBG is alive and thriving.

The dedicated event committee is alfeady hard at work planning the 2026 fundraiser.
Stay tuned for next year's theme and date—and if you're considering sponsoring,
donating. or attending, don't wait. Tickets are.expected to sell out once again!




Just because the growing season slows doesn't mean the work of gardening is done. We sat down with Ed Mason,
Horticulturist at the West Virginia Botanic Garden, to talk about his key tasks for fall gardening. In this Q&A, Ed
offers advice on preparing beds for winter, planting bulbs, and setting the stage for a vibrant spring.

What are the most important steps to take in your garden at the end of the season?

After you have planted your spring flowering bulbs, you should decide what plants to cut, what garden areas to
clean, and what to leave alone before winter. Some plants and garden areas are best left alone to provide habitat
for various insects and pollinators over winter. Normally wait until after a killing freeze to cut plants and clean beds.

How does the WVBG prepare its plant beds and garden spaces for colder weather?

We wrap some cold-sensitive plants with burlap and apply antidessicants to others to protect plants from winter.
We cut and remove any diseased plant foliage, such as leaf spot on leaves around roses or botrytis blight on the
leaves and stems of peonies. We then select some plants to leave standing for winter and cut other foliage in late
fall, moving it to a compost pile along with leaves removed from lawn areas. We leave all of our ornamental
grasses alone.

Are there any particular native plants that benefit from being left standing through winter?

Many hollow-stem perennial plants (such as bee balm, roses, and cup plant) are best left standing to provide
winter habitat for our pollinators. These hollow-stem plants should then be trimmed at varying heights of 8" to 18"
before the last spring frost to create spring nesting opportunities for different insects. Joe Pye Weed, asters,
goldenrod, and liatris are treated the same way. Butterflies, moths, bees, fireflies, and ground beetles seek winter
shelter in leaf litter, hollow plant stems, brush piles, and beneath the soil. Raspberry stems provide habitat for
carpenter bees.

What can home gardeners do to support birds and pollinators through the winter months?

Leave some areas of their property and gardens alone to provide winter cover for various insects and birds.
Ideally leaving some areas with tree, shrub, and uncut perennial plant cover and leaves over winter.
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How does theWVBG balance cleanup with habitat preservation during fall prep?

We first consider how garden cleanup will effect our ecosystem, but also consider the need
to clean some plants such as hosta and dayliy that will become slimy and difficult to cleanup
if left until spring.

What should people do with fallen leaves—remove them or leave them?

Leaves need to be moved off of any turfgrass areas. They are often best left in plant beds. All
removed leaves are best moved and composted or shredded and used again as leaf mulch in
plant beds.

Is mulching in the fall helpful? What materials work best and when should
it be done?

Fall mulching is helpful for any plants recently planted or of marginal winter hardiness. Leaf
mulch is highly recommended as the cost is free and the nutrient benefits high. Fall mulching
should be done before freezing temperatures and possible frozen ground. Mulch depth should
never exceed 5'-6" in any garden as this may smother plants.

Do you recommend composting over the winter, and what should or shouldn’t go
into the pile?

Composting is highly recommended. We compost all plant debris and weeds except any that
harbor disease, contain woody branches, or have invasive or undesirable seeds or rhizomes.
Grass clippings are normally best not to bag but cut and leave on lawns to fertilize.

Are there any signs that a tree or shrub needs extra winter protection, like
wrapping or mulching the base?

The need to provide extra winter plant protection depends on the site exposure and the plant.
Wind in the winter can be a problem that may require the application of burlap wrap or
antidessicant application. We wrap our Prunus laurocerasus over the winter with burlap because it
is prone to leaf burn in cold and windy conditions. We apply an antidessicant spray such as
Wiltpruf on broadleaf evergreens such as Buxus ‘Dee Runk. Blue holly, rhododendron, and
evergreen magnolias may also need some protection.

What’s a common winter prep mistake you often see home gardeners make?

The raking and bagging of leaves for the trash to remove is the most common mistake.
Leaves are free fertilizer and provide beneficial habitat for many insects.

Do you have a personal favorite winter ritual in the garden?

| personally love the many hellebores in my garden and meticulously groom them by cutting
old foliage off so their welcome late winter flowers can shine!

What do you recommend gardeners do during winter to stay connected with
plants and nature?

Getting out into nature even during winter is so important. Dress warm and walk to see how life
incredibly thrives even in the coldest conditions. You may be amazed to see and hear so many
birds and mammals even on the worst days of winter.
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Welcoming Café Rosé at the Garden (ontinued fom page 1)

guests to enjoy lunch with a view of a lush rain garden, where roof water is directed into a carefully
planted landscape. Beyond the rain garden, a forest backdrop provides a serene setting for conversation
or quiet reflection.

The gardens surrounding the Visitors Center were designed by WVBG Site Manager Phil Cole, while the
planters that brighten the patio were created by WVBG Horticulturist Ed Mason. The Cafeé's dining tables
carry their own special story: each was crafted from live-edge white oak sourced from a nearby tree that
had to be removed because it threatened another structure. Rather than see the wood lost, it was locally
milled, kiln-dried, and honored through its transformation by a local craftsman into tables and interior
furnishings—allowing the tree's presence to continue as part of the Garden experience.

The menu at Cafe Rose at the Garden reflects the Café's Southern-inspired roots. Visitors will find hot and
cold sandwiches such as the mushroom melt, Italian, Mediterranean veggie, and classic chicken salad,
along with fresh salads, house-made pimento cheese, and an assortment of hard ice cream flavors.
Coffee and espresso drinks round out the offerings, making the cafée an appealing stop for everything
from a light lunch to an afternoon treat.

Cafe Rosé at the Garden enhances the visitor experience, providing an inviting space to relax, refuel, and
take in the natural beauty that surrounds the Visitors Center. Whether stopping by before a stroll,
pausing mid-visit, or lingering at the end of the day, guests can enjoy a meal or beverage in an
environment that celebrates both local flavor and active conservation.

The opening of this café marks another step in the continued growth of the Garden as a destination for
members and travelers alike. Alongside its diverse plantings, walking trails, educational programs, and
special events, the addition of on-site dining creates new opportunities to connect with the
landscape—and with each other.

" SPENCER & KUEHN | KATHERINE SPENCER




Forest Fungal Networks

Written by Teri Chuprinko, WVBG Assistant Horticulturist

Have you ever been hiking in the Preserve and thought about the purpose
that mushrooms serve? What is going on beneath those mushrooms?
How do they effect the ecosystem as a whole?

For starters, a mushroom is simply a fruiting body of a fungus—its purpose
is to spread reproductive cells known as spores. Then, if a mushroom is
only a fruiting body, where is the rest of the fungus?

If you are hiking and take a moment to dig into the soil around a tree or
break open a log, you will discover silky strands that resemble fuzz or
spider webs. This is the mycelium, or the main body of the fungus, and
each microscopic strand is known as a hyphae. Since fungi cannot feed
themselves, they rely on some sort of host for their nutrients, and those
hosts vary widely.

As you hike in the Preserve, you may notice mushrooms sprouting out of
the soil or next to tree roots. That fungus likely has a mycorrhizal
relationship with that tree. Mycorrhizal fungi form symbiotic relationships
by attaching to the roots of their hosts. The host provides sugars and
carbohydrates to the fungus, and in return, the fungus supplies minerals,
nutrients, and even water to the host from the soil. Mycorrhizal fungi can
greatly expand the root systems of hosts and even form communication
networks between plants and trees.

Along your hike, you may notice mushrooms growing out of a downed
tree, or even from a fallen leaf if you look closely. These fungi are saprobic
fungi, part of the forest's clean-up crew, that break down dead organic
matter, especially lignin and cellulose, and in the process return nutrients
to the soil to be consumed by microbes and insects.

As you wander further, you may notice a tree that has mushrooms
growing directly from its base or even on the trunk or limbs. These fungi
have a parasitic relationship with their host tree. Parasitic fungi take the
host relationship to an extreme—taking more than they give or
sometimes giving nothing back to their hosts. Over time, this can weaken
the hosts, making them susceptible to stress and disease. Some species
of fungi can even be parasitic to insects and alter their behavior to
spread spores.

To learn more about the world of fungi, check out the WVBG's schedule
for future fungal events!

Top rz'gbt: Amanita jacksonii, American Caesar's mushroom, is a mymrrhz'zd[ﬁngm assoctat-
ed most often with oaks, bemlock and pines. Bottom Right: Pholiota squarrosoides, Scaly
Pholiota, is most commonly a saprobic mushroom associated with the wood of broadleaf trees

such as maple, beech and birch. This occasionally parasitic fungus is a harbinger of fall.







