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Mountain Modern: The Art FROM THE PRESERVE
of Blanche Lazzell HERE WE GROW

Written by Victoria Cather, WVBG Board President SUMMER ACTIVITY
SCHEDULE

This season promises many new and exciting happenings in the
Garden, one of which | am most enthusiastic to share. The Garden
and the WVU Museum of Art are working together to showcase the AFTER DARK: DISCOVERING
works of the pioneering modernist artist Blanche Lazzell THE GARDEN AT NIGHT
(1878-1956). She is noted as an American painter, printmaker, and

designer, known especially for her white-line woodcuts and for SUSTAINABILITY MATTERS
bringing elements of Cubism and abstraction into her art. Blanche
was one of the first to create non-objective prints and paintings in

this country! THE ELUSIVELY FRAGRANT

SWEETSHRUB

Lazzell was a native Monongalian and grew up on a 200-acre farm in
Maidsville with her nine siblings. She began her artist's journey as a REMEMBERING ELLEN

(Continued on page 6)
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If you wander the Reservoir Loop Trail in the coming weeks, you may
notice a new addition tucked out along the small terminal path near the
Plant Fossil Exhibit: the WVBG Apiary.

By the time this issue reaches your mailbox, hundreds of honeybees will
have taken up residence within the basin. Their new home sits atop a
narrow raised ridge formed years ago during the Morgantown Ultility
Board's dam breach project — a stretch affectionately known among
staff as “"MUB Mountain."

While modest in appearance, the apiary represents something much
larger. Honeybees and other pollinators play an essential role in
healthy ecosystems, supporting flowering plants, food systems, and
biodiversity throughout the landscape. The Garden itself hums with
pollinator activity from spring through fall, and these new hives add
another living layer to that story.

You will notice a steel barricade and warning signage. Honeybees are
generally nonaggressive when left undisturbed, but we ask guests to
admire the apiary from a respectful distance.

I'm excited about this new addition and the opportunities it presents.
We look forward to sharing more about the bees, pollinator education,
and the people caring for them in future issues of 7he Leaflet.
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HILL & HOLLOW/
athe GARDEN

THURSDAY — SUNDAY | 10AM.TO 4 PM.

no problem!

Members are ALWAYS welcome to use the members only
parking spaces. In an effort to reduce not only our carbon

footprint, but pressure on our small staff, we no longer
print parking permits. Those spaces to honor you are
on the HONOR SYSTEM.

Here We GROW

Thanks to a generous grant from The Service
League of Morgantown, the Garden will be adding
a new stream exploration kit to support hands-on
learning in our camps, school programs, and
public programs. New equipment including
kick-nets, water quality testing tools, field guides,
and exploration nets will help children investigate
the Garden's watershed while building confidence,
curiosity, and a deeper connection to the natural
world. We are grateful for the support that makes
these meaningful outdoor learning experiences
possible.

VISITORS CENTER
MEMBERS SAVE 10%  //SToRs SENTer

JULY

10 Friday Family Walk and Craft 10:00-a.m.
10 Moth Night 8:00. p.m.
16 Summer Concert Series:Jamie Lester 6:30 p.m.
17 Hike with.a Naturalist 10:00 a.m.
17 The Beautiful World of Bats 8:30 p.m.
19 WVBG Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.
19 Drum Circle 4:00 pim.
25%__Signs of the Wild: Tracking WV Wildlife 2:.007p.m.
30 = The Art of the White Line: Printmaking 6:00 p.m.
AUGUST

1 Terrific Turtles 10:00 a.m.
5 The Flowers of Blanche:Lazzell 6:00 p.m.
6 Summer Concert Series: Doug Spears 6:30 p.m.
7 Friday Family' Walk and Craft 10:00 a.m.
8 Bees, Blooms, Blossoms, and Butterflies 10:00 a.m.
9 Young Birders 10:00 a.m.
9 Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.
10 Blanche Lazzell & Cubism: How We Started 6:00 p.m.

Looking At the Painting And Not Through It

14 Hike with a Naturalist 10:00 a.m.
16 WVBG Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES |

on most items Thursday — Sunday

10 am. to 5 p.m.

AUGUST

17

22
28
30

Blanche:lazzell: From Morgantown to 6:00 p.m.
Montparnasse and Back Again

Féte Amongst the Flowers: Garden Party 4:30 p.m:
Summer Night Symphony::Nature After Dark. 8:00 p.m.
CSI: Creek and.Stream Investigation 10:00 a.m.

SEPTEMBER

3
4
11

12
13
14

19

20
20
26

Summer Concert Series: Schnell & Paris 6:30 p.m.
Friday Family Walk and Craft 10:00 a.m.
Hike with a Naturalist 10:00 a.m.
Sun Art Workshop: Cyanotypes 10:00 a.m.
Mushroom Walk 2:00'p.m.
Spring Underground: Bulbs, Tubers 6:00 p.m.
and Woodland Wildflowers
A Season of Good Taste—Harvest Hops: 6:00 p.m.
An Oktoberfest Celebration
WYVBG Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.
Drum Circle 4:00 p.m.
The Fall Flyway: Migrating Songbirds 10:00 a.m.
YOGA Wednesdays @ 6 p.m. & Fridays @ 8:30 a.m.

in the Garden July 8 — August 28
MEDITATION, Sundays @ 10 am

Community, & Support

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
AT WVBG.ORG
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After Dark: Discovering the
Garden at Night

Written by Abigail Waugh, Education Director

At the end of each summer day, the West Virginia Botanic Garden
transforms. As the sun begins to go down and the summer heat eases,
many of our most spectacular wildlife neighbors start to emerge.
Daytime noises hush, and a chorus of new sounds awaits.-While the
West Virginia Botanic Garden typically closes at dusk, our special
summer evening programs will offer, visitors a unique chance to
experience this hidden nighttime world firsthand.

You might expect the normally buzzing Garden to be a sleepy place
after dark, but many of the Garden's most interesting insects work the
late shift. Moths play a vital but often unseen role in plant pollination.
Their understated beauty is as dazzling .and diverse as that. of their
diurnal butterfly relatives. Moth Night on July 10th is a great chance to
learn about the habits of these insects and get a closer look. Fireflies, or
lightning bugs, might be more famous than moths, but their behavior is
still as mysterious. Their beautiful light displays often conjure childhood
nostalgia in those fortunate-enough to grow up with them. In West
Virginia, we have more than 30 species of firefly, including Photinus
carolinus, whose synchronous flashing creates a particularly mesmerizing
light show. While these insects may be a familiar sight, their unique
behaviors, life cycles, and conservation concerns are less well known.
The WVBG will be shining a light“on the natural history of fireflies
in a pop-up program this summer.

OUR BUSINESS | INFINITYNATURAL RESOURCES
P A RT N E R s SPENCER & KUEHN FINE JEWELRY STUDIO | KATHERINE SPENCER
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[ often think that the night

is more alive and more

richly colored than the day.

~ Vincent van Gogh

Of course, where there are nocturnalinsects, bats‘are not far behind. While
these fascinating animals feed on insects throughout the Garden; they
make a spectacular sight swooping above the pond at sunset. These
energetic - hunting displays are made possible by their amazing
echolocation abilities. During the Beautiful World of Bats on July 17th, the
Friends of Deckers Creek will be using a bat detector to illuminate these
misunderstood creatures by translating their ultrasonic hunting calls into
audible sound.

Such bat calls are just one part in the music that fills summer nights. Male
crickets and katydids sing to.their lady loves nightly in hopes of securing a
mate. Several species of toads, frogs, and birds sing similar love songs
throughout the warm’months. Some mammals will even get in on the act!
Coyotes call to coordinate and bond with their family, groups. The
fortunaté might hear the unusual sounds of nocturnal animals such as
bobcats and foxes. This wild choir will be the focus of The Summer Night
Symphony: Nature After Dark on August 28th.

Whether tuning into the sounds of bats, watching moths gather beneath
light, or simply standing quietly beneath a chorus of crickets and katydids,
summer evening programs offer rare opportunities to experience the
Garden in a new way. Attend these exciting programs, and you:may
discover that the Garden, a familiar and beloved place during the day, is
filled with new revelations.

Program space is limited, reserve your spot today at wvbg.orglprograms/eventsl.

OUR BUSINESS EXPEDITION WEALTH PARTNERS | BRETT CLARK

OLD COLONY COMPANY OF MORGANTOWN

PA RT N E Rs STEPTOE & JOHNSON, PLLC
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We do not paint an

orange for the sake of

making something
that looks like an
orange however
beautiful it might be,

but we can use the

orange as a means of

expressing a

certain note in our

composition. That is,

a means, but never
an end in itself.

Mountain Modern: The Art of Blanche Lazzell

29

student at WVU, where she graduated in 1905. Thereafter, she sought
instruction from important artists in both New York and Paris.

After spending time in Paris, Blanche came back to Morgantown in 1913. She
rented a studio on the second floor of the Fleming Building, and began to find
—Blanche Lazzell outlets to show her work. She also taught art to both adults and children in
the area. Her sister, Bessie, would help her arrange receptions, open houses,
and exhibitions as well. Due to correspondence with artists she met in Paris,
she began spending her summers in the Cape Cod artists’ community of
Provincetown, Massachusetts, and eventually settled there permanently.
Lazzell was one of the founding members of the Provincetown Printers, a
group of artists who experimented with a white-line woodcut technique.

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR THE SUPPORTOF | THANK YOU FOR VOTING 'YES' ON THE

MONONGALIA | MONCOUNTY PARKS & TRAILS LEVY!
COUNTY VOTERS
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