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FROM THE PRESERVE

Growing George’s Vision

Written by Phil Cole, Project Manager & Site Designer HERE WE GROW

For the past two years, the West Virginia Botanic Garden has NO ROOTS ATTACHED
hosted an annual symposium in honor of the late George W.

Longenecker. The opportunity to continue George's legacy and MAKING A FETE: BRINGING
passion for educating the public through thought-provoking BLANCHE'S SPIRIT TO THE
speakers and presentations has been a success. This event GARDEN PARTY

helps fund projects and garden spaces that were important to

him, such as the Shade and Rhododendron Gardens. LITTLE DRUMMERS

George always wanted to prove that no site was too difficult to
make into a beautiful garden space, including heavily shaded
ones. Hence, his vision for the shade garden, which today bears
his name. In the fall of 2025, a dedicated group of volunteers and
employees installed new garden walls, a flagstone path, and

(Continued on page 10)




BOARD OF DIRECTORS
From the Preserve

by Philip Smith, Executive Director

The Garden has grown tremendously over the past ten years, with
many of our supporters becoming familiar with the organization
during this period of rapid growth. We often mention that the
WVBG took over management of the city-owned Tibbs Run
property in 2000, but an important part of that history is that there
were no buildings on the property until 2014. That year, the
Garden purchased a 1.7-acre adjacent parcel containing a house.
Located along Tyrone Road, it quickly became known internally
as the "T-House!" It has served us in various utilitarian capacities
ever since. The Education Center followed in 2016, providing two
offices. One of those offices is now occupied by five people!

Over the past several years, grants have enabled us to gradually
renovate the T-House for use as our Main Office. This fall, we are
excited to finally move in. The renovated space will include two
private offices, workspace for five or six staff, a conference room,
and other improvements.

Our visitors may not notice this change, but it represents
something important: the infrastructure necessary to support a
growing organization. More space means greater efficiency,

LIFE DIRECTOR better collaboration, and additional capacity to keep the Garden's
momentum moving forward. Sometimes growth happens in the
gardens. Sometimes it happens behind the scenes.
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OUR MISSION | 7he West Virginia Botanic Garden at Tibbs Run Preserve
seeks to foster learning, inspivation, and well-being through the beauty and wonder
of plants, the natural environment, and culturally enriching experiences.
e
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Here We GROW

Generous funders are helping us make important
investments across the Garden—from drainage
improvements in the future Central Gardens to
completing our new main office and improving our
service building. A grant for our 2026 Summer Nature
Camps helped provide hands-on outdoor experiences
for local children.

Together, these investments strengthen our ability to
care for the Garden, support our staff and volunteers,
and serve our community for years to come.

WITH HELP FROM

City of Morgantown

Sandra Gentile

George W Bowers Family Charitable Trust
Hope Gas

Monongalia County Commission

Weldon Family Foundation

West Virginia Nursery & Landscape Association

OCTOBER

4 Fall Children's Festival® 1:30 p.m,
9 Friday Family Walk and Craft 10:00 am.
10 Walk with the Director 10:00 a.m.
10 From Green to Gold: The Science of Fall Color 2:.00 p.m.
16 Hike with a Naturalist 10:00 am.
17  Terrific Turtle Walk 10:00 a.m.
18 Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.
25 Drum Circle 2:00 p.m.
25 SOLD OUT A Season of Good Taste: 6:00 p.m.
A Chef's Table with Paul Smith ‘
27 Howl-o-ween Doggy Trick or Treat 4:00 p.m.
31  Sweet or Spooky: Mysterious Animals 10:00 a.m.
NOVEMBER
6 Friday Family Walk and Craft 10:00 a.m.
8 Young Birders Walk 10:00 a.m.
8 Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in the Garden 11:30 am.
10  Cooking with Anne Hart: Thanksgiving 6:00 p.m.
in New Orleans
13 Hike with a Naturalist 10:00 a.m.
14 Woodpecker Walk 10:00 a.m.
15 Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.
15 Drum Circle 2:00 p.m.
15 SOLD OUT A Season of Good Taste: 6:00 p.m.
An Evening with Lost Creek Farm
DECEMBER
4 Friday Family Storytime and Craft 10:00 a.m.
5 Exploring Evergreens Walk 10:00 a.m.

2026

Sunday :\
October 4th = D
1:30 - 4:30 PM =

=

WVBG MEMBERS‘GN).%/_; =
beginning at 12:30 p.m#&=

i

PARKING $10 per car_/”

PRE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
i

Registration begins mid-September.

RAIN OR SHINE |

FAIRY HOUSE BUILDING e PUMPKIN PAINTING @ NATURE CRAFTS & ACTIVITIES
FOOD TRUCKS e SPECIAL GUESTS & SURPRISES!

SPONSORED BY

Weldon Family
Foundation

DECEMBER

Cheat Lake
Animal Hospital

Feline Veterinary
Care of Morgantown

Preferred Surfaces

7  From Yard to Table: Holiday Floral Design 6:00 p.m.
8  Cooking with Anne Hart: Cioppino, A One Pot 6:00 p.m.
Feast of the Seven Fishes

11 Hike with a Naturalist 10:00 am.
13  Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in the Garden 41:30 a.Im;
17  Nature Board Games 6:00 p.m.
19  Nature Holiday Ornaments 2:00 p.m.
JANUARY

8 Friday Family Storytime and Craft 10:00 a.m.
9 Owl Walk 5:30 p.m.
10  Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in the Garden 11:30 a.m.
12 Cooking with Anne Hart: Fondue Party 6:00 p.m.
17 Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.
30  Backyard Birding: Where to Begin 10:00 a.m.
FEBRUARY

5 Friday Family Storytime and Craft 10:00 a.m.

6 George W. Longenecker
Symposium

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

9 Cooking with Anne Hart: Valentine 6:00 p.m.
Boeuf Bourguignon

13 Great Backyard Bird Count 10:00 am.

14 Nature's Solace: Winter Yoga in the Garden 11:30 a.m.

18 Pressed Flower Art 6:00 p.m.

21 Nature Journaling Club 12:00 p.m.

Meditation, Community, & Support 10:00 a.m.

Select Sundays @ the Education Center

LEARN MORE & REGISTER

FALL/ WINTER ACTIVITIES | .7 wvsconc
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No Roots Attached

by Philip Smith, Executive Director

One of my favorite concepts in ecology is seed dispersal. Plants have evolved incredible ways to enlist
animals and the elements to spread their offspring. A common refrain from Garden visitors in the fall is
sadness that all the beautiful blooms are gone for the year. Nobody can deny how flowers lift the spirit, but
the story of seeds is just as rich. Let's take a look at a few plants we have at the Garden and around West
Virginia to consider both the beauty of the seed and the story of how it travels. Or should | say -chory, the
Greek suffix meaning "to spread.”

The Wind Beneath My Wings

One assignment | had in college was measuring the relative abundance of Joe Pye weed (Eutrochium
maculatum) and ironweed (Vernonia fasciculata) in an abandoned pasture in Kanawha County. | grew up on a
farm, where my perspective was simple: weeds were weeds. My dad would tell me to cut the "filth," by which
he meant anything that wasn't grass. It wasn't until that autumn field assignment that | got close enough to
appreciate the beauty of these plants even after the color had faded.

The name "Joe Pye" comes from the Christian name of a Mohican man named Schauquethqueat. | don't
know where to begin on pronouncing that, so I'll stick with Joe Pye. (As a side note, he lived in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts, long before Alice's Restaurant made the town famous.)

When Joe Pye weed loses its purple blooms, it's easy to stop paying attention. But those fluffy seed heads
are really fledglings preparing for flight. Wind (anemochory) disperses the seeds, each equipped with a silky
tuft called a pappus that works much like a tiny parachute. Most land close to the parent plant, but a strong
gust can carry them more than 40 feet.

Velcro Before Velcro

Along the traffic loop around the George W. Longenecker Shade Garden and the path near Hammock
Haven, the pink, pea-like flowers of naked tick-trefoil (Desmodium nudiflorum) delight us each July. With all of
its leaves hugging the ground and its flowers balanced atop slender stems, it's easy to overlook unless
you slow down.

WE ARE THANKFUL FORTHE SUPPORTOF | THANK YOU FOR VOTING 'YES' ON THE

MONONGALIA | MoN counTy PARKS & TRAILS LEVY!
COUNTY VOTERS




Come fall, however, you'll probably notice the seed pods instead—especially if they're clinging to your socks
(epizoochory). Each pod contains a single seed and is covered with tiny hooked hairs that latch onto passing
mammals. Sometimes the best way to travel is simply to catch a ride.

Exit Through the Gift Shop

When seeds survive a trip through an animal's digestive system before being deposited somewhere new,
ecologists call it endozoochory. One of my favorite examples is mistletoe. Its seeds are coated in a remark-
ably sticky substance called viscin. After birds eat the berries, the sticky seeds often cling to the bird's,
ahem, vent, encouraging it to wipe its backside on a convenient branch. Congratulations—the mistletoe has
reached its next host.

The genus Phoradendron literally means "thief of the tree." Even better, the word mistletoe comes from the
Anglo-Saxon mistel ("dung”) and tan ("twig"). Suddenly kissing beneath it seems just a little less romantic.

Ants With Benefits

To bring things full circle, in our Spring issue of The Leaflet | wrote about how ants disperse trillium seeds in
a process called myrmecochory. Trilliums produce a fatty, nutrient-rich structure on each seed called an
elaiosome. Ants carry the seeds back to their nests, eat the elaiosome, then discard the intact seed in their
underground refuse pile—or simply leave it behind in the nest. Either way, the plant gets a free ride and a
nice dose of fertilizer.

As much as | love trilliums, violets looked at that strategy and said, "Hold my beer"

Violets package their seeds inside a three-part capsule that resembles a tiny canoe. As it dries, tension
builds until the capsule suddenly splits, launching seeds like miniature cannonballs as much as nine feet
from the parent plant. Then the ants take over, carrying away the seeds for their elaiosome shack.

If | could interview ants, I'd ask which Thanksgiving dinner ‘can't be beat’: trillium, violet, Dutchman's
breeches, or something else entirely.

The Kitchen Sink

In a process I'll humorously call halloweenochory, humans scrape pumpkin seeds into the compost pile.
W¥ho says evolution has to take millennia?

Seriously, though, plants have evolved an astonishing variety of ways to disperse their offspring. In Hollows,
Peepers, and Highlanders: An Appalachian Mountain FEcology, George Constantz beautifully describes the
relationship between oaks and squirrels, showing how fluctuations in acorn production shape both seed
dispersal and squirrel populations.

Pawpaw tells another fascinating story. (I'm referring to the tree)) Its fruits are enormous compared with
what most modern eastern mammals can effectively disperse. Some ecologists think they're an
evolutionary anachronism—a fruit adapted for extinct Pleistocene giants like mastodons and giant ground
sloths. Today, raccoons, opossums, black bears, and even humans fill at least part of that role.

It's also worth bearing in mind that many plants don't rely on just one strategy. Nature rarely puts all its
seeds in one basket. Redundancy can be a winning strategy—or, as my old evolution professor liked to say,
"survival of the good enough!

So the next time you think the Garden has gone to sleep for the year, take another look. Every fluffy pappus,
sticky burr, exploding seed capsule, colorful berry, and forgotten acorn is another chapter in the story. The
flowers may have finished their work, but the seeds are just beginning theirs.




Making a Féte: Bringing Blanche’s Spirit
to the Garden Party

Written by Cheryl Carnegie, Executive Assistant

What do you do with a stack of old canvas dropcloths?

If you're planning the West Virginia Botanic Garden's 15th Annual Garden Party, you don't throw them away.
You turn them into art.

That spirit of reuse and creativity was a core principle for this year's Féte Amongst the Flowers, an evening
inspired by the life and work of West Virginia artist Blanche Lazzell. Each year, we try to give our guests more
than just a theme; we aim to create an experience. After spending the winter months curating and creating
the Mountain Modern exhibit, Blanche's work had inspired all of us to look at things a little differently.

And so the creating began.

For many years, the Garden's annual party was held outdoors, and canvas dropcloths served as our
tablecloths, as many of you may remember. Those dropcloths served us very well, creating a shabby chic
elegance in the garden for the fundraisers and many A Season of Good Taste event and serving as
practical sturdy covers each year at the Fall Children's Festival, but they were beginning to wear out.

| wondered if those well-loved pieces of Garden Party history could have another life. Inspired by Lazzell's
Planes Il woodblock print, | asked educator Leah Swift to help me create a prototype for table scarves and
runners incorporating that distinctive graphic style to help transform the space into a celebration of
Blanche's style. The committee loved it. and soon, the Terrace became a workshop.

Leah and Jan Mitchell cut the canvas to size, and Jan hemmed the finished pieces, one by one. Before long,
more than a dozen staff members and volunteers were gathered together, painting, cutting, sewing,
assembling and figuring things out as we went. What had once been utilitarian dropcloths became
something completely new—pieces of Garden Party decor that carried a little bit of their own history
with them.
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That wasn't the only place we found inspiration in things we already had.

For months, Victoria Cather had been saving the packing paper that arrived with her Amazon orders and
asking others to do the same. Rather than sending it to the recycling bin, the paper became another
blank canvas. Victoria, with help from Jan Mitchell and the Garden Party committee, led the effort to
transform the crumpled brown paper into painted flowers inspired by Lazzell's art.

With the guidance of Jason Savage of Bella Fiore Floral, the committee gathered at his shop to turn
those painted pieces into interpretive centerpieces. Instead of traditional live flower arrangements, the
tables became little works of art—another nod to Lazzell and another example of what can happen when
creativity replaces convention.

Throughout the Terrace, reproductions of Lazzell's work were transformed into banners hanging
overhead by Lisa Bridges. Signs throughout the event incorporated elements of her artwork. And a
life-size cutout of Blanche herself stood in front of a sepia-toned image of the Garden's reproduction of
her Provincetown, Massachusetts, studio, inviting guests to step into the picture and gather with Blanche
for a photograph.

Even dinner and drinks became part of the story.
With its strong Portuguese influence, Province-
town provided inspiration for our menu, created
with the help of Chef John Dower. The evening's
signature drink took inspiration from a classic

RS

Jan Mitchell &

French 75 but became something new with v sowwrons  Doug Maatman
ingredients connected to places that were P RBSESART & By sasaames. 00
important in Blanche's life: peaches, recalling the sl
West Virginia landscape, and white cranberry, a ‘ o OLD COLONY (L&
nod to Cape Cod. We called it "Mon Garden,’ REALTORS {

Trusted Experts. Everyday. Everywhere:

meaning "my garden" in French—a nod to Paris,
anotherimportant place in Blanche's story, and to

her love of gardening. ELDERBERRY Joyce Allen

Michael & Linda Bagby

By the time guests arrived, the individual pieces oward | \ictoria & Carl Cather
annanm Rod & Kathy Brundage

Jeff Goff & Loretta Wotring
with

had come together. But perhaps what made Féte
Amongst the Flowers most special was every- : . 74
thing that happened before the first guest walked EYSIiEy FropcitEs

By Barbara Alexander
through the door. e i THEAGENCY

An o.ld tablecloth became a new work .of. art. Wizard
Packing paper became a centerpiece. Paintings = Cosomainas anashuies ™ TURNJIEY TITLE
became banners. A historic photograph became

a backdrop. A cardboard Blanche became part of GOLDEN ROD /_‘)l,i
G o2t

Glenna Cather
the evening. And a group of staff members, board

members and volunteers turned a collection of
ideas and materials into an experience.

<N

Blind BLUE SKY
L 1]

\E ] Lyn & Susan Dotson
z £ %/(./D Gross/Rockis Family

“Clear Mountain CHEAT LAKE “ John & Edie Jett

ank ANIMAL HOSPITAL gic\ e & Jen Henderson

It all felt particularly fitting for a celebration of
Blanche Lazzell Her work asks us to look
differently at the familiar—to see pattern, color,
shape and possibility where we might otherwise
see something ordinary. In planning Féte

WesBaVI\]’vco Jo Marie Pitrolo

Patricia Watson

Bill & Emilie Johnson

Lisa Bridges Design

Amongst the Flowers, we tried to do a <Ghi WITH SPECIAL Chef Jonathon Dower
little of the same. o THANKS TO Rising Creek /Tutto Gelato

Mona Supply Co. Ukulangley

Jason Savage of Bella Fiore
é’our dmazing crew Hfl-’ﬂ/ltﬂl‘t’?i'f

EVENT COMMITTEE Victoria Cather & Andy Horton
(co-chairs) Linda Bagby, Hannah Booth, Nick Borror, Lisa
Bridges, Cheryl Carnegie, Danin Cather, Lynn Cayton, Jan

Mitchell, & Sally Taylor



















